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Dear Parents and Carers… 
 

Welcome back after the holidays. We have had a good week in school and the children have 
settled really well. The weather has been very kind to us and the children have been able to 
play out or work outside. The weather looks lovely for the weekend (despite the ash cloud!) so 
let us pray that it continues! Have a good weekend, 
 

God Bless. 
Linda Howell 

 
Dates for your Diary 
Wednesday 19th May School Mass – Ascension & Pentecost   9.15am 
Monday 3rd May  SCHOOL CLOSED – Mayday Bank Holiday 
Friday 18th June  Father’s Day Assembly – Gentlemen only!   
 
School Dinners 
A reminder that the cost of school meals has gone up to £1.80 per day. This is a 
decision taken by the City Council, and although we were able to ‘opt out’ of the last 
increase, this rise was compulsory. The cost of dinners is now £9.00 per week. Please 
send dinner money in a named envelope, with the correct change, on a Monday 
morning. Thank you. 

Swimming 
Swimming starts again on Tuesday for Year Four. Please ensure that your child brings 
their swimming kit (a towel and trunks for boys or a swimming costume for girls – no 
bikinis!) every week. Please could you ensure that all items of clothing are labelled as 
they can get mixed up at swimming!  
 

Contact Information 
Please can I stress the importance of informing the school if your contact numbers have 
changed. I know that people change mobiles quite frequently, but can you please 
make sure that you let us know as soon as possible of any changes in your number. We 
are regularly experiencing difficulties in contacting parents or named contact people, 
and it is vital that we are always able to get hold of somebody if your child is sick or in 
the event of an emergency. It is a legal requirement that for your child to be in school, 
we must hold current contact information for them. We should have at least two contact 
numbers, and one of these must be always available. If you need to update your 
numbers, please come into the school office as soon as possible. Thank you. 
 

Sunny Days! 
As we are now in the summer term and the weather is getting warmer, it is important 
that all children remember to bring in their water bottles each day. If your child has lost 
theirs, a replacement can be bought from school for £1.00.  
 
On warm days, children should bring in sun hats to wear outside at break times, which 
should be clearly labelled with your child’s name. They should not be worn inside the 
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school building! I would also recommend that you apply sun cream to your child’s skin before school. Please 
do not send in any creams or lotions, as they are not permitted in school for health and safety reasons. We are 
unable to apply sun cream to any child in school. 
 
Also, please could you check that your child’s jumpers and cardigans are all clearly labelled with their names. 
In the warm weather, children often take off their jumpers, particularly in the playground, and forget where 
they have left them. It is much easier to reunite lost jumpers with their owners if they are labelled! Thank you.  
 
Breakfast Club 
Please remember that you need to bring your child into school each morning that they attend Breakfast Club. 
Children are coming in unaccompanied and are also coming in through the staff carpark, which is busy at this 
time in the morning, and it obviously a danger to the children. Thank you for your support with this.  
 
Medical Information - Hay fever 
We have noticed that some children are beginning to suffer during the day with the 
symptoms of hay fever. If your child does suffer from hay fever, please ensure that you 
give them their medication before they come to school. Please remember that we cannot 
administer medication, and so tablets or medicine should not be brought in to school. Thank 
you. 

Y6 SATs 
SATs are not far away and Y6 have been working very hard to prepare themselves for their 
tests. Keep up the good work! Arrangements for SATs week will follow shortly. 
 
Y2 Sats 
Year2 have also got special work to do this half term. Please make sure that your child is in 
school every day unless they are really poorly. This work can be done at any time now so 
no special timetable, but still very important. Thank you. 

 
Birinus Project 
The Birinus Project at St. Joseph’s Community centre are currently running a number of programmes including a 
‘Parenting of Teenagers’ programme, English classes, Leadership Skills for young people and a weekly music 
and dance group for girls. Details of these can be found on our school notice board in the Reception area, or 
by calling Ruth or Brigitte on 02121 326 9592 or 07533 473368. All courses are free of charge. 
 
St. Joseph’s Mass Times 
Weekly Mass times at St. Joseph’s are Saturday (for Sunday) at 6.00pm and Sunday at 11.15am. St. Joseph’s 
Church can be found on Thimblemill Lane, (just beside Lloyds Bank), and their telephone number is 0121 327 
0235. All families are invited and more than welcome to attend church. We look forward to seeing you there! 
 

Father Gerry & Sister Catherine 
 
Walk with Me — Easter 
As you know, we celebrated the feast of Easter over the holidays. The Easter 
season is a very special time for Christians and Catholics, because it is the time of 
the year when we remember the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. As 
Christians, we believe that Jesus, the Son of God, died, and then came back to 
life three days later. Christians believe that Jesus died so that our sins may be 
forgiven, and so that we could have eternal life in heaven. So, as you can see, 
this is a very important time for Christians and Catholics. 
 
Easter is celebrated in springtime, the season of new life. Springtime is when we 
come out of the long, dark, sleepy days of winter. All around us we see flowers, 
trees bursting into life, blossom and leaves, songbirds and little lambs. Although 
we know from the Gospels that the events of Easter did actually take place 
around this time of year, because they tell us it is the time of the Jewish feast of 
Passover, Christians see the events of springtime as a representation of the new 
life of Jesus, and the new life that Jesus gave the world when he rose from the 
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dead. The symbolism of Jesus coming out of the dark tomb, as ‘the light of the world’, is perfectly represented 
by our moving from the dark days of winter into the long, sunny days of springtime.  
 
The Easter season actually lasts for a long time! 39 days after Easter, we celebrate Ascension Day, when Jesus 
ascended into heaven, making the promise that he would return one day. The Easter season officially ends 
after 49 days, with the festival of Pentecost (sometimes called Whitsun), when Christians remember God 
sending his Holy Spirit to be amongst his people and to help them to live good lives.  
 

Happy Birthday 
We wish a Happy Birthday this week to Shae Evans & Laura-Louise Scully (Year Four) and Stacey Yarrington & 
Savanna Dickens (Year Five) 
 
Celebration Assembly 
 

The following children were nominated by class teachers in the Celebration Assembly for: 
 

Reception Bradley Madden Really trying hard to write his name and being really polite in class 
Year 1  Chloe Nokes  Excellent work and really using her imagination well 
Year 2  Calaye Young  An amazing improvement in her writing – fantastic! 
Year 3  Jodi Proctor  Working really, really hard in Maths, learning about multiplication 
Year 4  Sean Bettridge  Giving his all in every lesson this week & showing he can be a star in class 
Year 5  Stacey Yarrington A fantastic effort in Maths, making excellent progress   
Year 6  Sarah Brown-Short Being so responsible and reliable in all she does 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 

Mrs L. Howell 
 

 


