
 

Tuesday 6th   St Nicholas   
Wednesday 7th  St Ambrose 
Thursday 8th    The Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary (Solemnity)  
Friday 9th   St Juan Diego Cuahtlatoatzin   

 
Archdiocese of Birmingham 

St. Joseph’s News  
Friday 2nd December 2011 

 

Dear Parents and Carers… 
  
Thought for the week: “ Give thanks to God for he is good. His love endures forever.”   
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
  Dates for your Diary 
Wednesday 7th December Reception Trip to Polesworth Abbey    9.00am – 3.15pm 
Wednesday 7th December      Mass for Immaculate Conception    9.15am 
Thursday 8th December            Y1,2,3, Christmas Production     1.45pm 
Friday 9th December                  School/Parish Bazaar                                                                   2 – 4pm. 
Tuesday 13th December           Children’s Christmas Party and Lunch   12 -  2pm 
    with games and a film. The children may wear their  
    own BEST clothes for this day. 
                                                    No high heels – health and safety. 
Wednesday 14th December Y3/4/5 trip to see ‘Sleeping Beauty’    9.00am – 12.30pm 
Wednesday 14th December  Y6 trip to see ‘Sleeping Beauty’    2.00pm – 5.45pm 
Thursday 15th December Y4,5,6  Christmas Production     1.30pm 
Friday 16th December              Carol Service in church     1.30pm 
Friday 16th December  School finishes for Christmas Holiday    3.15pm   
 
Second Sunday of Advent 
This Sunday is the Second Sunday of Advent. The theme of this Sunday is “preparing the way for the 
Lord.” When you go to church on Sunday, you will hear the prophecies of Isaiah and the Gospel of 

Mark. In the Gospel, we hear about John the Baptist, who was the son of Mary’s 
cousin Elizabeth. John also features in the Christmas story, as the baby born to 
Elizabeth whom Mary went to share her news with after the angel’s visit. You may 
remember in that story, Elizabeth tells of her baby, John, ‘leaping for joy’ in her 
womb, when Mary told her the news. John, as an adult, was a preacher and 
baptised people, and was the first person to recognise Jesus as the Messiah. John 
and Jesus would have been around the same age, and John was preaching at 
the time just before Jesus started his public ministry of preaching in Jerusalem and 
Galilee.  So, the readings take us through the history of Jesus. Isaiah, in our first 

reading, promises Jesus’ coming. In the Gospel, John is telling people that Jesus is coming and that 
he will be the Messiah, sent by God, and Paul, in the second reading, encourages us to be like Jesus 
in our own lives, which will prepare us for when he will come again. 
 
The theme of preparing the way for the Lord is very important at this time of year, because in 
celebrating advent, that is what we are doing. We are preparing for the coming of Jesus. Both Isaiah 
and John the Baptist prepared people for the coming of Jesus. During advent, we are asked to 

Saints/Feast Days for next Week



 

prepare spiritually for the coming of Jesus, through prayer and reflection, and the sacrament of 
confession. 
 
We are preparing the way for the Lord in our lives by lighting our Advent wreaths each day at prayer 
time, through our reflections and using the daily ‘Walk with Me’ calendar. You will see that our 
display in the entrance hall is building up as the days go by. This is designed to help the children to 
appreciate the meaning of Advent and the season of Christmas, and guides the children with daily 
tasks and prayer – please spend a little time following this with your children at home. 
 
School Mass — The Feast of the Immaculate Conception 
Our next school Mass takes place on Wednesday at 9.15am and will be led by the staff on the theme 
of the Immaculate Conception. Please come along and join us for Mass.  
 
Advent Charities — 
We are going to raise some money this year for people in developing countries, so please look out 
for a separate letter next week. 

 
Year One, Two and Three Christmas Production 
Year One, Two and Three’s Christmas production of ‘The Best Gift’ takes place this 
coming Thursday at 1.45pm. It would be wonderful to see as many people as possible 

supporting the children, who are making a huge effort in preparing for the plays. It is 
always very rewarding and special for the children to see their parents in school. 

 
St. Joseph’s  School and Parish Christmas Bazaar 
The Christmas Bazaar takes place next Friday 9th November with St. Joseph’s Church. There 
are lots of attractions, including Father Christmas, and it would be fantastic to see 
everyone supporting it. The bazaar will start at 2.00pm and run until 4.00pm, and it would be 
wonderful to see everyone coming along. The children will be able to join their parents in 
the hall when you come. Bring your friends and family too!  
 

Reception Trip — Polesworth Abbey - PLEASE SEND IN ANY OUTSTANDING MONEY. 
Just a reminder that Reception class will be visiting Polesworth Abbey next 
Wednesday 7th November, at a cost of £12. If you have not already done 
so, please send back your consent forms back by Tuesday, with 
either full payment, or a deposit of £5.00, to book your child’s place. 
Please do not hesitate to speak to me if you are experiencing 
financial hardship. Thank you  
 
Attendance — week ending 25th November 2011 
Well done to Year 5 who achieved 98% attendance for last week. The full attendance 
figures are as follows: 
 
Rec  91%  Year One 92%   Year Two 89%    
Year Three  90%   Year Four 93%   Year Five 98%    
Year Six 97%  
 

This gives a whole school attendance of 92%. This has not been a good week 
for attendance but I understand that there are a number of coughs and 
colds around. Please make a BIG EFFORT for the next two weeks. 
 
 
 
 



 

St. Joseph’s Mass Times 
Weekly Mass times at St. Joseph’s are Saturday (for Sunday) at 6.00pm and Sunday at 
11.00am. St. Joseph’s Church can be found on Thimblemill Lane, (just beside Lloyds Bank), 
and the telephone number is 0121 327 0235. All families are invited and more than welcome 
to attend church. We look forward to seeing you there! Father Gerry 

 
Happy Birthday 
We wish a Happy Birthday for this week to Zhane Jeffers-Brade (Year 3) and 
Edwin Bramble & Jerry Guo (Year 6). 
 

 
Many thanks, 
 
 

M. Baines 
Head Teacher 
 
 

23 
days until Christmas! 

Parent and Carers Comments —
Inspire Workshops 

 
 

 “A good,  
come-together 

event.” 

Parent and Carers Suggestions —
Inspire Workshops 

 
 

“Get all 
parents to 

join in.” 
 


