
 

 
Wednesday 7th   Ss Perpetua and Felicity 
Thursday 8th    St John of God 
Friday 9th    St Frances of Rome 

 
Archdiocese of Birmingham 

St. Joseph’s News  
Friday 2nd March 2012 

 

Dear Parents and Carers… 
 
 Thought for the Week “ I am the Good Shepherd.” 
 
 
                                                                                           
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Second Sunday of Lent 
This weekend is the Second Sunday of Lent. The theme of the readings this week is the 
‘Covenant’ or agreement that God made with his people. A covenant is a promise made 
between two people, and in the bible, it is usually sealed with a sacrifice. There are many 
stories in the bible that talk about the covenant between God 
and his people, for example, the story of Noah. Noah makes a 
sacrifice, and does as God asks him, building the ark. In return, 
God makes a covenant, or agreement, with Noah, and creates 
a rainbow in the sky as a sign that he will not break his promise. 
The theme of a covenant is therefore very important in both the 
Jewish and Christian faiths. The covenant is constantly renewed 
throughout the history of God and his people; and you can see this in many places 
throughout the bible. The Old Testament reading today tells us of another covenant made 
between Abraham and God. This renewed the covenant made with Noah.  
 
When Jesus came, he renewed the covenant again, and his suffering, death and 
resurrection at Easter became the sacrifice that sealed the covenant between God and his 
people. Jesus was the new sign of this promise. This is an important theme for us during Lent, 
a time when we can repent of our sins and try hard to be better people. Lent is a time to 
think about our relationship with God and maybe renewing our relationship with God if it has 
lapsed in any way.    
 
At school, we are encouraging the children to do something for Lent, not necessarily to give 
something up, but to think of a way in which they can act more positively, such as trying to 
be more patient or to help around the house. We will be making our journey towards Easter 
using the ‘Walk with Me’ calendars, which your gives the children a focus for each day of 
Lent. It would be wonderful if you could follow the calendar with your child at home. Thank 
you. 

Saints/Feast Days for next Week 
 



 

General Dates for your Diary 
Thursday 8th March   School Mass      9.15am 
Tuesday 13th March  Inspire Workshop for    1.15pm 
Wednesday 14th March  Inspire Workshop for    1.15pm 
Thursday 15th March  Mother’s Day Mass    9.15am 
 
Parent / Teacher Consultation 
Many thanks to all of you who came to this evening on Wednesday, it is very important that 
we meet to discuss your children and share any concerns you have. Thank you for your 
support. 
 
School Mass — Lent 
Every Thursday at 9.15am, we celebrate Mass for the whole school 
and we are very pleased to welcome governors, parishioners and 
parents. Next week, Mass will be led by Year Five, and we will be 
thinking about Lent. It would be lovely if you could join us, especially 
Year Five parents, as some of your children will be reading. 
 

Inspire Workshops 
We will be leading another round of Inspire workshops with the children 
between 13th - 14th March. The theme for the workshops is Mothers and 
Mother’s Day, and they are designed for the children to work on art 
and craft themed activities with their parent/carer in school. I know 
from the feedback you gave us that you all enjoyed the previous 
workshops. The dates for these workshops are listed above in ‘Dates for 
Your Diary’. Further details will follow, but please keep the dates free. 

Mother’s Day Mass 
We will be having a very special Mass in school to celebrate 
Mothers’ Day. It will take place on Thursday 15th March, in 
preparation for Mothering Sunday on Sunday 18th March. We would 
love to see many of our mums at this Mass to celebrate your special 
vocation of Motherhood. 
 

Happy Birthday 
We wish a Happy Birthday for this week and last week to Blessing Matondo 
(Year 1), Mary Mbye & N'Kira-Rose Henry (Year 2), Melanay Yonas (Year 3), 
Jahieem Jackson (Year 4), Mateusz Kozlowski (Year 5) and Bethany Tibbatts 
(Year 6). 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Attendance — week ending 24th February 2012 
Well done to Year 1 who achieved 98% attendance for last week. The full attendance 
figures are as follows: 
Rec  95%  Year One 98%   Year Two 93%    
Year Three  97%   Year Four 97%   Year Five 97%    
Year Six 95% 
 
Well done Reception. 
This gives a whole school attendance of 96%. 
 
Many thanks,  
 
 

M. Baines 
Head Teacher 
 
 Parent and Carers Comments —

Inspire Workshops 
 
 
 

“It is nice to spend one-to-
one time with my child 

instead of trying to share 
between her brothers and 

sisters.” 

Parent and Carers Suggestions —
Inspire Workshops 

 
 
 

“Anything that will 
allow active learning 

with my daughter.” 
 


