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Dear Parents and Carers… 
 Thought for the Week  
“Do not abandon yourselves to despair. 
               We are the Easter people and hallelujah is our song.” 
                                                                   Blessed John Paul 11. 
  
             
                                                                               
 

 
 
 
 
Palm Sunday 
This Sunday is the sixth in Lent, and is known as Palm Sunday. It is the beginning of ‘Holy Week’, which 
is the most important week of the year in the Catholic and Christian faiths 
 
On Palm Sunday, we remember Jesus’ journey into Jerusalem for 
the Jewish feast of Passover. After hearing about Jesus and the 
miracles that he had performed in Galilee, the people were starting 
to believe that Jesus was the Son of God and that he would be their 
King. When they heard that he was coming to their town, they were 
keen to see him and gathered along the road. They waved palm 
branches and shouted, "Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in the 
name of the Lord! Blessed is the King of Israel!" (John 12:12-13). The 
people were excited and it was a time of great joy and happiness 
for them. However, while Jesus was happy that people believed in 
him and wanted him as their King, it was also a time of great 
sadness and fear for him because he knew what was going to 
happen later that week and that those same people would disown 
him and turn away from him, saying that he should be crucified. So, while the story of Palm Sunday 
helps us to remember that Jesus is our King, it also helps us to think about times that we have turned 
away from God. 
 
All the children will received a palm cross on Monday. The symbolism of the palm cross helps us to 
remember that although Palm Sunday is a time of joy and celebration, we should also remember the 
importance and sadness of the week that is to come. The palm represents the joy and happiness of 
Palm Sunday, while the shape of the cross represents the cross on which Jesus died, and so the 
sadness of Jesus’ death. Some Christians display the palm crosses in their homes during the year as a 
symbol of their faith. Traditionally, the blessed palms are burned at the start of Lent the next year, 
which makes the ash that we use on Ash Wednesday. 
 
If you would like to attend the special Palm Sunday Mass this week, and receive a blessed palm, it 
will start at 11.00am in St. Joseph’s Church. You are all most welcome to attend.  

Saints/Feast Days for next Week



 

Reminder - Friday (tomorrow) is the Sponsored Bounce for our Lenten 
charity. 
 
Next week we are having our Easter Egg Raffle!! 
Many thanks to the staff for providing the eggs. 
 

 
End of Term 
Please note that we are IN SCHOOL next week, and 
break up for the Easter holidays next Thursday. We 
return to school on Monday 23rd April.  
 
General Dates for your Diary 
Thursday 5th April   Break up for Easter Holidays   3.15pm 
Monday 23rd April   Return to School     8.55am 
 
School Mass 
Mass next week will be on Monday at 9.15am. It will be on the theme of Palm Sunday.  
Please come along and join us for Mass, everyone is welcome.  

 
Easter Performance — Jerusalem Joy 
Years 4 and 5 will be performing a musical ‘Jerusalem 
Joy’ on Wednesday afternoon at 1.30pm. Everyone is 
warmly invited and encouraged to attend. The children 
have been working very hard practicing their songs for 
many weeks now, and it would be lovely to see all their 
parents in school to support them.  

 
After School Clubs 
There are NO After school clubs next week. 
 
School Dinners 
Please note that after Easter, the cost of school meals will be rising by 5p to £1.90 per day. 
This is a decision taken by the City Council, and so this rise is compulsory. The cost of dinners 
will be £9.25 per week. 
 
St. Joseph’s Mass Times 
Weekly Mass times at St. Joseph’s are Saturday (for Sunday) at 6.00pm and Sunday at 
11.15am. St. Joseph’s Church can be found on Thimblemill Lane, (just beside Lloyds Bank), 
and their telephone number is 0121 327 0235. All families are invited and more than 
welcome to attend church. We look forward to seeing you there! 
Father Gerry 
 
 
 



 

Happy Birthday 
We wish a Happy Birthday for this week to Simona Ablelom (Year 1), Bintou 
Sarr (Year 4) and Mason Moran (Year 5).  
 

Attendance — week ending 23rd March 2012 
Well done to Year 6 who achieved an AMAZING 100% attendance for last week. The full 
attendance figures are as follows: 
 
Rec  95%  Year One 95%   Year Two 96%    
Year Three  96%   Year Four 99%   Year Five 98%    
Year Six 100% 
 
This gives a whole school attendance of 97%. 
Well done everyone! This is FANTASTIC attendance!! 
 
Many thanks,  
 
 

M. Baines 
Head Teacher 
 
 
 
 

Parent and Carers Comments —
Inspire Workshops 

 
 

“I love it and I am 
waiting for the next 
one. Thank you very 

much for 
everything.” 

Parent and Carers Suggestions —
Inspire Workshops 

 
 
 

“Maybe dancing 
or doing games.”

 


