
 

Saturday 8th  Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary  
Wednesday 12th The Most Holy Name of Mary   
Thursday 13th   St John Chrysostom 
Friday 14th   The Exaltation of the Holy Cross  
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Dear Parents and Carers… 
I hope that you have all had a 
good holiday and summer. It is 
lovely to see everyone looking so 
well after the holiday! I would like 
to welcome you all back and give 
a special welcome to the new children who 
have started this week. I am sure that you 
will be very happy at St. Joseph’s. We also 
welcome back to school Mrs Emmott who has 
returned from maternity leave.  

 
Thought for the Week  
                                “The Church and the world have a great need for 

Eucharistic worship. Jesus awaits us in this sacrament  
 of love.” Blessed John Paul II    
 
    

 
   
             
 

 
 
 
 
To Mr Caffrey, who got married over the summer holidays. We wish you all the best in 
your married life, and are sure that you will be very happy.  
 
Uniform 
Firstly, I would like to say how wonderful it is to see all of the children looking so smart!  It is 
always nice to see the children in their new uniforms. I would just like to remind you of a few 
of our policies regarding uniform in school. Firstly, please ensure that your child’s name is 

Saints/Feast Days for next Week



 

clearly written or sewn into each item of uniform as this will make it much easier to find it if it 
gets lost. Also as it clearly states in our prospectus; 

 
“ The school does not permit children to have ‘extreme’ hairstyles that could serve as a  

distraction to others (e.g. – shaved patterns, colours etc.).” 
 

I would ask that you bear this in mind when taking your child to get their hair cut. Hairstyles 
should be sensible and appropriate for school. For health and safety reasons, we do not 
allow children to wear any jewellery in school. The only exception to this is small gold studs, 
which should not be worn on days when your child has P.E. or swimming. Members of staff 
are not allowed to remove earrings, and no responsibility will be taken for any child who 
removes their own earrings. Hoop or Creole earrings, necklaces, bracelets or rings are not 
allowed. Thank you for your co-operation with this.  
 
PE Kits 
Please can you ensure that your child has their full, correct PE kit with them in school at all 
times. This consists of white t-shirt, black shorts and black pumps. While the weather is still 
nice, we want to make the most of it and enjoy our PE lessons outside. PE is compulsory and 
all children must take part. Thank you for your support with this.  
 
Mobile Phones 
Mobile Phones are not permitted in school unless it has been agreed with myself and this will 
only be allowed when a child travels home alone. Any mobile phones in school have to be 
given into the school office at the start of the day and collected at the end. 
 

School Mass 
We have mass in school every week on Thursdays at 9.15am. Our school 
Masses are a lovely opportunity for the school and parish family to come 
together and celebrate the Word of God and the love of Jesus. I look 
forward to welcoming as many of you as possible to our Masses, the next 
of which will be prepared by Y3.  

 

Water 
Please remember to send your child in with their water bottle each day, so 
that they have access to their water in class during the day.  Your child’s 
bottle should only contain water; other drinks are not permitted in school. 
Thank you.  
 
Breakfast Club 
Places are available in Breakfast Club for any child who wishes to come. You can come 
along between 8.00am and 8.30am each morning, and the cost of this will be £1 per day. 
For further details, please see Mrs Pattinson.  
 
After-School Clubs 
After-School clubs will commence in the next two weeks. Letters will go out next week 
regarding the various after-school clubs that will be available, so that you can apply for a 
place 
 
Collecting Children at the End of the School Day 



 

Children in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 must be collected from the main gate at the 
entrance to the school and children in Years 3 to Year 6 must be collected from the double 
gates. There appears to have been some confusion this week about where to collect the 
children from. The staff will release your child into your care once they have seen you. It is 
important to try not to call out your child’s name as it causes confusion as several children 
have the same name. It’s important that the staff are able to see where the children have 
gone for safety reasons. 
 
 
 
 

 
Pro-Life Pilgrimage to Walsingham 
There is a Pro-Life Pilgrimage to Walsingham taking place on Sunday 23rd 
September. The day is intended as a Pilgrimage of Reparation and Prayer for the 
Sanctity of Life and will be led by Bishop John Hine. You will need to bring a Picnic 
Lunch. The coach will depart from St. Chad’s Cathedral at 7.00am and will also 
pick up at The Abbey in Erdington at 7.15am. It will return between 8.00 and 
9.00pm. The cost will be £18.00 and booking is essential. If you are interested, please 
contact Dr D. Hermans, care of the school. 
 

Fr. Matthias — Friends of Christ the Healer 
Some St. Joseph’s parishioners are taking part in a Sponsored Cycle Ride on Saturday 15th 
September to help the work of Fr. Matt among young people suffering with AIDS in South 
Africa. In his area of shanty towns, 25% (1 in 4) of all people have AIDS. Too many people die 
long before they should.  
 
Fr Matt is a Youth Chaplain for the Queenstown Diocese in South Africa. He came into 
school last term to visit the children and teach them about life in his parish. He has 400 AIDS 
orphans in his parish to be cared for. He organises weekend workshops to help young 
people learn how to change behaviour and not take risks of catching AIDS. We have 
helped to pay for 10,000 young people to benefit from this life-saving programme. If you 
would like to sponsor someone, or make a contribution, or for more information, please 
contact Jim Meehan on 07906 844729 
 
St. Joseph’s Mass Times 
Weekly Mass times at St. Joseph’s are Saturday (for Sunday) at 6.00pm and Sunday at 
11.00am. St. Joseph’s Church can be found on Thimblemill Lane, (just beside Lloyds Bank), 
and their telephone number is 0121 327 0235. All families are invited and more than 
welcome to attend church. We look forward to seeing you there! 
Father Gerry 

 
Happy Birthday 
We wish a Happy Birthday for this week to Karim Abdul Zien El Abedeen 
(Year 1), Lucien Jaffer (Year Four), Kieran Phillips & Connor Dulewski (Year 
Five) and Shania Willett (Year Six). 
 

Attendance  



 

Just a reminder that regular attendance and excellent punctuality is essential to your child’s 
achievement during their time at school. Please ensure that your child is in school, on time, 
every day, unless there is a serious medical reason why they cannot be. Thank you for your 
support with this.  
 
 

Many thanks,  

A. Treadwell 
Head Teacher 


