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Dear Parents and Carers… 
 
Thought for the Week  
 
“As Christmas approaches, we focus on the fact that the coming of God takes 
place in the form of a child. This child born in poverty in the manger is the 
herald of peace.  In our turn, we are called to be his peacemakers.” 
  
 
 
  
                                 

 
   
             
 

 
 
  

Dates for your Diary 
 

 Thurdsday 6th December  School Mass – Advent – Year 3   9.15am 
 Friday 7th December   School/Parish Christmas Bazaar  1.30pm 

 Tuesday 11th December  Reception trip to Polesworth Abbey   
 Monday 17th December  School Christmas Dinner     
 Tuesday 18th December  Y3 & Y4 Christmas Production   1.30pm 
 Wednesday 19th December Y5 & Y6 Christmas Assembly   1.30pm 
 Thursday 20th December  Y4, 5 & 6 trip to see ‘Wind in the Willows’  
       Christmas Mass     9.15am 
       Reception, Y1 & Y2 Christmas Production  
 Friday 21st December  Christmas Carol Concert    2.00pm 
       School finishes for holidays   3.15pm 
 
Christmas Trips 
Please send back your consent forms and payment as soon as 
possible, to book your child’s place.  I apologise that these trips are 
expensive, this is due to the cost of the tickets at Christmas time 
and also because the cost of transport is high. Please do not 
hesitate to speak to me if you are experiencing financial 
hardship. Thank you  
 

Saints/Feast Days for next Week



 

School Mass 
Next week’s Mass will be led by Year Three on the theme of the first week of Advent. We will 
also be lighting our Advent wreath for the first time. Please come along and join us as we 
prepare for Christmas. Mass takes place every week at 9.15am on Thursday.  
 
INSPIRE Workshops 
Thank you to everyone for their support and a fantastic turn-out for the Inspire workshops this 
week. They have been a great success and we have really enjoyed having you in school 
and showing you a little of what we do with the children. I know the children have all 
thoroughly enjoyed them and I have had some fantastic feedback from parents too. We 
look forward to hosting similar events in the future. 

 
St. Joseph’s Parish Christmas Bazaar 

The Christmas Bazaar takes place next Friday 7th November. There are lots of 
attractions, including Father Christmas, and it would be fantastic to see 

everyone supporting it. The bazaar will start at 2.00pm and run until 4.00pm, 
and it would be wonderful to see everyone coming along. The children will be 
able to join their parents in the hall when you come. Bring your friends and 
family too!  

 
Thank you for your support with our non-uniform day and all of your donations 
of bottles. If anyone has any good quality unwanted gifts that they would like 

to donate for the bazaar, please could you send them into school. Thank you! 
 
Christmas Dinner 
Our school Christmas dinner will take place on Monday 17th December. 
This year, the dinner option will be a traditional Christmas dinner – roast 
turkey, stuffing, roast potatoes, vegetables, etc, with a fish/vegetarian 
option. If your child has sandwiches and would like a dinner for this 
day, please ask at the office. The cost of Christmas Dinner is £1.90. 

 

Snow! 
 In the event of heavy snow over the coming weeks or extreme weather 
which causes significant disruption, any school closures will be listed on local 
radio stations, as follows: BRMB 96.4, Heart FM 100.7 and Radio WM 95.6. If 
you do not hear our school name or any mention of ‘blanket closures’, then 
school is open!! Remember that there are several St Joseph’s schools and 
you must listen out for ours. 
 

St. Joseph’s Mass Times 
Weekly Mass times at St. Joseph’s are Saturday (for Sunday) at 6.00pm and Sunday at 
11.00am. St. Joseph’s Church can be found on Thimblemill Lane, (just beside Lloyds Bank), 
and their telephone number is 0121 327 0235. All families are invited and more than 
welcome to attend church. We look forward to seeing you there! 
Father Gerry & Sister Pius 
 
 
 
 



 

25 
days until 
Christmas! 

First Sunday of Advent 
This Sunday is the First Sunday of Advent. The word ‘advent’ comes from the Latin word 
'adventus', which means "arrival". It is the traditional time of spiritual preparation and waiting 
for the arrival of the coming of Jesus to earth when he was born as a baby at Bethlehem 
about two thousand years ago.  
 

There are many traditions that form part of Advent and preparation 
for Christmas. One of these, which we use in school, is the Advent 
Wreath. The wreath is made of a circle of evergreen branches, 
which symbolise eternal life, as the circle has no beginning or end. 
The wreath holds three purple candles and one pink candle, to 
represent the four Sundays of Advent, and a white candle in the 
centre. A purple candle is lit on the first, second and fourth Sundays 
of Advent. On the third Sunday we light the pink candle to remind 
us that we are getting near to Christmas. Purple is a colour that 

represents waiting and penitence, and is also a ‘royal’ colour. The white candle (which 
represents Christ) is lit on Christmas Day.  
 
In school, we have an Advent wreath in each classroom; the candles will be lit each day at 
prayer time. We will be using the ‘Walk with Me’ programme of prayer and reflection for 
Advent. From Monday, we will have a special display in the entrance hall featuring a giant 
version of the calendar. This is designed to help the children to appreciate the meaning of 
Advent and the season of Christmas, and guides the children with daily tasks and prayer. 
 
Attendance — week ending 23rd November 2012 
Well done to Years Two, Four and Six, who achieved 96% attendance for last week. The full 
attendance figures are as follows: 
 
Rec  95%  Year One 95%   Year Two 96%    
Year Three  94%   Year Four 96%   Year Five 94%    
Year Six 96% 
 
This gives a whole school attendance of 95%.  
 
Many thanks,  

A. Treadwell 
Head Teacher 
 
 

This Sunday is the 
1st 

Sunday of Advent 


