
 

Friday 7th    St Ambrose  
Saturday 8th    The Immaculate Conception of the Blessed 
   Virgin Mary solemnity 
Tuesday 11th    St Damasus I, Pope    
Wednesday 12th   Our Lady of Guadalupe     
Thursday 13th   St Lucy  
Friday 14th   St John of the Cross 

Archdiocese of Birmingham 

St. Joseph’s News  
Friday 7th December 2012 

 
 

Dear Parents and Carers… 
 
Thought for the Week  
  ”Rejoice, rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you O Israel.”  
 
 
  
                          
 
   
             
 

 
 
 
RE  Inspection 14th and 15th November 
I have received the report from the recent inspection and am delighted to report that we are 
an “outstanding Catholic school”. The full report will be sent out to every family early next week. 
The inspector found that “the provision for Catholic education has improved out of all 
recognition and beyond the expectations of the community of St. Joseph’s. ..Outcomes for all 
pupils are outstanding… Jesus has been put firmlyat the centre of all they do at St.Joseph’s..the 
curriculum is outstanding as it is faith filled, broad, balanced and interesting …Collective worship 
is outstanding.. outcomes for pupils are above dicesan expectations..Re is at the centre of the 
curriculum so that everything emanates from the faith.” 
  

Dates for your Diary 
 

 Tuesday 11th December  Reception trip to Polesworth Abbey   
 Thursday 13th December  School Mass led by Y4    1.30pm 
 Monday 17th December  School Christmas Dinner     
 Tuesday 18th December  Y3 & Y4 Christmas Production   1.30pm 
 Wednesday 19th December Y5 & Y6 Christmas Assembly   1.30pm 
 Thursday 20th December  Y4, 5 & 6 trip to see ‘Wind in the Willows’  
       Christmas Mass     9.15am 
       Reception, Y1 & Y2 Christmas Production  
 Friday 21st December  Christmas Carol Concert    2.00pm 
       School finishes for holidays   3.15pm 
 
Christmas Trips 
Reception’s trip to Polesworth Abbey takes place on Tuesday of next 
week. Please send back your consent forms and payment as soon 
as possible, to book your child’s place.  Please do not hesitate to 

Saints/Feast Days for next Week



 

speak to me if you are experiencing financial hardship.  Thank you. 
School Mass 
Next week’s Mass will be led by Year Four on the theme of the second week of Advent. We 
will also be lighting our Advent wreath. Please come along and join us as we prepare for 
Christmas. Mass takes place every week at 9.15am on Thursday.  

 
St. Joseph’s Parish Christmas Bazaar 
Thank you for the fantastic support that you showed to the Parish bazaar today. 
There was a great turn out, and the parish team are very grateful for your ongoing 
support. We will let you know how much was raised next week. It was a lovely 
afternoon, and I know in particular, Santa very much enjoyed his visit to our 
school!  

 
School Christmas Carol Concert 
We are having a special end of term Christmas Carol Service on Friday 21st 
December. The service will start at 2.00pm in St. Joseph’s Church, and will 
be led by children from different classes. The children have been working 
really hard at learning their carols and are looking forward to singing for 
you. All families are welcome to attend this event. It will be a lovely way to 
start your family Christmas, so please come along and share in this special 
celebration with us. Children will be back in school for pick up at normal 
time, and will be dismissed from school as usual.  

 
While Shepherd’s Watched 

A performance of ‘While Shepherds Watched’ takes place this evening in St. 
Joseph’s church. Entrance is free, and the show tells the story of the Nativity 
from the perspective of the Shepherds. It will last around an hour and will be 

performed by the St. Joseph’s Family Music and Drama group. The 
performance starts at 7.00pm. Come and watch - all are welcome. 

Refreshments will be served afterwards. 
 
Christmas Dinner 
Our school Christmas dinner will take place on Monday 17th December. This 
year, the dinner option will be a traditional Christmas dinner – roast turkey, 
stuffing, roast potatoes, vegetables, etc, with a fish/vegetarian option. If 
your child has sandwiches and would like a dinner for this day, please ask 
at the office. The cost of Christmas Dinner is £1.90.  
 
 

Snow! 
 In the event of heavy snow over the coming weeks or extreme weather 
which causes significant disruption, any school closures will be listed on local 
radio stations, as follows: BRMB 96.4, Heart FM 100.7 and Radio WM 95.6. If you 
do not hear our school name or any mention of ‘blanket closures’, then 
school is open!! Remember that there are several St Joseph’s schools and you 
must listen out for ours. 
 
 

 
 
 



 

17 
days until 
Christmas! 

 
St. Joseph’s Mass Times 
Weekly Mass times at St. Joseph’s are Saturday (for Sunday) at 6.00pm and Sunday at 
11.00am. St. Joseph’s Church can be found on Thimblemill Lane, (just beside Lloyds Bank), 
and their telephone number is 0121 327 0235. All families are invited and more than 
welcome to attend church. We look forward to seeing you there! 
Father Gerry & Sister Pius 
 
Second Sunday of Advent 
This Sunday is the Second Sunday of Advent. The theme of this Sunday is 
“preparing the way for the Lord.” When you go to church on Sunday, you 
will hear about John the Baptist, who was the son of Mary’s cousin 
Elizabeth. John also features in the Christmas story, as the baby born to 
Elizabeth whom Mary went to share her news with after the angel’s visit. 
You may remember in that story, Elizabeth tells of her baby, John, ‘leaping 
for joy’ in her womb, when Mary told her the news. John, as an adult, was 
a preacher and baptised people, and was the first person to recognise 
Jesus as the Messiah. John and Jesus would have been around the same 
age, and John was preaching at the time just before Jesus started his 
public ministry of preaching in Jerusalem and Galilee.  
 
Just as once before he “prepared the way” for the coming of Christ, so today he does the same for 
us. Our hearts should be open to his voice, as he calls us to repentance, and asks us to make the 
way straight for the coming of our Lord. The theme of preparing the way for the Lord is very 
important at this time of year, because in celebrating advent, like John the Baptist, we are preparing 
for the coming of Jesus. During advent, we are asked to prepare spiritually for the coming of Jesus, 
through prayer and reflection, and the sacrament of confession. 
 
We are preparing the way for the Lord in our lives by lighting our Advent wreaths each day at prayer 
time, through our reflections and using the daily ‘Walk with Me’ calendar. You will see that our 
display in the entrance hall is building up as the days go by. This is designed to help the children to 
appreciate the meaning of Advent and the season of Christmas, and guides the children with daily 
tasks and prayer. 
 
Attendance — week ending 30th November 2012 
Well done to Years Four and Six, who achieved an amazing 100% attendance for last week. 
Well done this is brilliant! The full attendance figures are as follows: 
 
Rec  96%  Year One 94%   Year Two 96%    
Year Three  94%   Year Four 100%   Year Five 97%    
Year Six 100% 
 
This gives a whole school attendance of 97%.  
 
Many thanks,  

A. Treadwell 
Head Teacher 
 
 

This Sunday is the 
2nd 

Sunday of Advent 


