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Dear Parents and Carers… 
 

Thought for the Week 
I believe in Jesus Christ and in the beauty of the gospel begun in Bethlehem. 

 

I believe in the one whose spirit glorified a little town, and whose spirit still brings 
 music to persons all over the world, in towns both large and small. 

 

I believe in the one for whom the crowded inn could find no room, and I confess 
 that my heart still sometimes wants to exclude Christ from my life today. 

 

I believe in the one who the rulers of the earth ignored and the proud could never 
understand, whose life was among common people, whose welcome came  

from persons of hungry hearts. 
 

I believe in the one who proclaimed the love of God to be invincible. 
 

I believe in the one whose cradle was a mother’s arms, whose modest  
home in Nazareth had love for it’s only wealth, who looked at persons and  

made them see what God’s love saw in them, who by love brought sinners back  
to purity, and lifted human weakness up to meet the strength of God. 

 

I confess my ever-lasting need of God. The need of 
forgiveness for our selfishness and greed, the need of new life for  

empty souls, the need of love for hearts grown cold. 
 

I believe in God who gives us the best of himself. 
I believe in Jesus, the son of the living God, born in  

Bethlehem this night, for me and for the world. 
Amen 

 
 
 
 
 
  
                          
               

Dates for your Diary 
 

 Friday 21st December  School finishes for holidays   3.15pm 
 

 Tuesday 8th January   School reopens     8.55am 
 Thursday 10th January  School Mass      9.15am 
 Tuesday 15th January   Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament  all day 
   

Saints/Feast Days for next Week



 

   Merry Christmas and Thank you 
School finishes for the Christmas holiday today! 

 

I would like to thank you all for your support with so many things this term and 
particularly with our Christmas events. Our fete and productions were all so 
successful because of the support that you gave to them. This is very much 
appreciated and really helps to make our school a happier 
place to be! It is so lovely to have the involvement and 
interest of our parents and it really encourages the children 
to see their moms and dads in school. 
 
On behalf of all the staff of St. Joseph’s, and myself, I would 
like to wish all of you and your families a peaceful, blessed 
and joyful Christmas, and a very happy New Year. We look 
forward to seeing you all back safely in January. 
 
 
Return to School 
We return to school on Tuesday 8th January at 8.55am. 
 
Staffing Changes 
This term we are saying goodbye and thank you to Ms Wills. Ms Wills has been here with us 
for 5½ years, and had taught many of your children. We would like to thank her for all of the 
hard work and time she has given to help make our school a better place to be, and we 
wish her all the best in her new position, and hope that she will be very happy. Miss Bonham 
will now teach Year two. 
 
When we come back in January, we also welcome Mrs Buck, who will be our new Deputy 
Head Teacher. Mrs Buck is very much looking forward to meeting you all and working with 
the children. I know that you will all give her a very big, warm St. Joseph’s welcome! 

 
Y1, 2 and 3 Trip 
You should have received a letter this week regarding the Year 
One, Two and Three trip to the theatre to see ‘The Gruffalo’s 
Child’. This takes place on Friday 11th January (the first week 
back), and the cost is £10. Please ensure that your slips and 
money are returned no later than Wednesday 9th January. 
Thank you for your support with this.  
 

Swimming 
After the holidays, swimming will be for Year Three. Lessons will commence on Monday 14th 
and you will receive a letter after the holiday.  
 
After-School Clubs 
Please note that there will be no after-school clubs during the first week back. They will start 
again during the week commencing 14th January. 
 



 

4 
more sleeps  

until Christmas! 

Snow! 
In the event of heavy snow over the coming weeks or extreme weather which 
causes significant disruption, any school closures will be listed on local radio 
stations, as follows: BRMB 96.4, Heart FM 100.7 and Radio WM 95.6. If you do 
not hear our school name or any mention of ‘blanket closures’, then school is 
open!! Remember that there are several St Joseph’s schools and you must 
listen out for ours. 

Christmas Services at St. Joseph’s 
I would like to invite all families to our Christmas 
services at St. Joseph’s. It is always a pleasure to see so many of you 
at the Christmas Masses and you are all most welcome. The family 
service on Christmas Eve is always very special and popular. This 
takes place at 6.00pm. Please note that there is NO late Mass on 
Christmas Eve. 

 

Christmas Day Mass is at 11.00am. It is important to remember the true meaning of what we 
celebrate at this time of year, especially for those of us who are Christian or Catholic. The 
word ‘Christmas’ means ‘the birth of Christ’ and that is what should be at the heart of all that 
we do to celebrate, so it would be wonderful to see the church full for our services! I look 
forward to seeing you over Christmas.  
Father Gerry Lennon  

 
Advent 
This Sunday is the Fourth Sunday of Advent, and we light the remaining 
purple candle on our wreath, along with the other three. The remaining, 
centre candle is white and is called the Christ Candle.  It is traditionally lit 
on Christmas Eve or Christmas Day. The central location of the Christ 
Candle reminds us that Jesus is at the heart of Christmas, giving light to 
the world. In the readings this week, we begin to hear about the 
“Christmas story” itself. For the past weeks we have been preparing 
ourselves to greet Jesus when he comes. Now we prepare to remember 
how he first came, by listening to the prophets who told of his coming, 
and by hearing of the events before his birth. We meet the woman, 
Mary, who received the angel’s greeting, and his strange news, and 
who accepted her role in God’s plan. Now she hurries to share the news 
with her cousin, Elizabeth, who herself is expecting a baby – who will be John the Baptist. John, just as 
we heard last week, recognises that Jesus is special even now, and the Gospel tells us that he leaps 
for joy in his mother’s womb. His joy is that God has kept his promise, and is with his people. At this 
time of year, we often hear the word Emmanuel used as a name for Jesus. Emmanuel means ‘God 
with us’ and is one of the titles often used for Jesus. ‘Emmanuel’ gives us the central meaning of 
Christmas, which is that God is with us and always will be.    
 

 
Many thanks,  

A. Treadwell 
Head Teacher 
 
 

This Sunday is the 
4th   

Sunday of Advent 


