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Dear Parents and Carers… 
Year of Faith 

“Doubt sees the obstacles; faith sees the way. 
Doubt sees the blackest night; faith sees the day. 
Doubt dreads to take a step; faith soars on high. 

Doubt questions ‘who believes?’  
Faith answers ‘I’.  

 
 
  
 
 

  
 

Dates for your Diary 
 4th  - 8th February   International week – Following the Footsteps of St.Paul 
       Wednesday 6th February  Parents’ Evening        3.30pm – 6.30pm 
 Thursday 7th February  School Mass – led by Y3    9.15am 
 11th – 15th February   Art week, “ Jesus as the light and water of life” 
 Wednesday 13th February  Ash Wednesday Mass    9.15am 
 Friday 15th February   Break up for half-term    3.15pm 
 Monday 25th February   Return to School     8.55am 
      4th - 8th March    Inspire workshops for Mothers 
 

School Mass — St Paul the Apostle 
Every Thursday we celebrate Mass for the whole school and we are very pleased to 
welcome governors, parishioners and parents. It would be wonderful if more parents and 
carers could attend Mass especially when your child’s class is leading the liturgy. Next week 
it is the turn of Year 3 to do the readings, prayers etc, on the theme of St. Paul the Apostle.  
All parents, carers, family and parishioners are warmly invited. Mass takes place every 
Thursday at 9.15am.  
 

International Week — Following in the Footsteps of St. Paul  
Next week in school we are celebrating ‘International Week’. Each 

class will be following in the footsteps of St. Paul the Apostle, looking 
at different countries he travelled to. St Paul was a great evangelist 
and travelled around the world spreading the good news of Jesus 
Christ. Countries he went to include Syria, Thessalonica, Sicily, Turkey 
and Rome. During the week, there will also be events in school 

based on other cultures such as Bhangra dancing, Maypole 
dancing and Chinese dance workshops. It will be a very enjoyable 

Saints/Feast Days for next Week



 

and fun week for the children, so ask them all about it! 
Parents’ Evening  
Please don’t forget that our Parents Evening takes place on Wednesday of next week, Times 
for appointments have been sent home today, and have been issued on a first-come, first-
served basis. We have placed sibling appointments close together, for your convenience 

and have done our best to accommodate all parents in the time slot that 
they have requested. Please arrive on time for your appointments. A crèche 

will be available for the children if you need to bring them with you. Also, 
during Parents Evening, you will be asked to update a ‘data check’ 
sheet for your child, with contact numbers and other important details. 
Please ensure that you have relevant contact information with you on 
the day. Thank you.  

 
Confirmation 
Our Confirmations this year will take place on Sunday 17th March at 11.00am in St. Joseph’s 
Church. All children who are preparing to be confirmed this year will receive a letter shortly 
regarding arrangements and meetings prior to this.  
 
The Feast of the Presentation of the Lord - Saturday 
Tomorrow, we celebrate the Feast of the Presentation of the Lord. 
This feast takes places 40 days after we have celebrated Christmas 
Day, and it is a very special feast day in the church, as it reminds us 
that Jesus was born to be the light of the world. The word 
“presentation” means showing. When Jesus was still a newborn, his 
parents, Mary and Joseph, brought him to the temple in Jerusalem. 
According to Jewish law, the firstborn male child in a family 
belonged to God, and the parents had to "buy him back" on the 
40th day after his birth, by offering a sacrifice in the temple. This was 
known as the ‘presentation of the child’. All parents would bring 
their firstborn sons to the temple to show them to God.  
 

Mary and Joseph kept this law, and the story is told in Luke’s Gospel (Luke 2:22-39). While 
Mary and Joseph were in the temple, Simeon, and Anna the Prophetess, came up to them 
and recognised who their baby, Jesus, really was! 
 

This feast is also known as ‘Candlemas’ which is the final feast of the Christmas season. It 
means “Mass of the Candles” since candles are blessed and carried in the procession. 
Candles were originally used to allow people to see in the dark but later they were given the 
symbolism of light, Christ being the Light of the World. 
 

The children have learnt all about the Presentation of Jesus in school, and I am sure they 
would be delighted to tell you all about it! 
 
 
Happy Birthday 
We wish a Happy Birthday for this week to Yasmin Akamba & Mya Edwards (Rec), Haider Ali 
(Y3), Danita Titah (Y4) and Tia Ellis-Brade & T'reece Ellis-Brade (Y6) 
 
 
Many thanks,  

A. Treadwell 




