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Dear Parents and Carers… 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ and in the beauty of the gospel begun in Bethlehem. 
 

I believe in the one whose spirit glorified a little town, and whose spirit still brings 
 music to persons all over the world, in towns both large and small. 

 

I believe in the one for whom the crowded inn could find no room, and I confess 
 that my heart still sometimes wants to exclude Christ from my life today. 

 

I believe in the one who the rulers of the earth ignored and the proud could never understand, whose life was 
among common people, whose welcome came from persons of hungry hearts. 

 

I believe in the one who proclaimed the love of God to be invincible. 
 

I believe in the one whose cradle was a mother’s arms, whose modest  
home in Nazareth had love for it’s only wealth, who looked at persons and  

made them see what God’s love saw in them, who by love brought sinners back  
to purity, and lifted human weakness up to meet the strength of God. 

 

I confess my ever‐lasting need of God. The need of 
forgiveness for our selfishness and greed, the need of new life for  

empty souls, the need of love for hearts grown cold. 
 

I believe in God who gives us the best of himself. 
I believe in Jesus, the son of the living God, born in  
Bethlehem this night, for me and for the world. 

Amen 
 
 

                           

Christmas Carol Concert 
School finishes for the Christmas holiday tomorrow with our 

Christmas Carol Concert. 
 

The concert starts at 2.00pm in St. Joseph’s Church, and it would be 
wonderful if all of the parents and carers could come along and help us to 
celebrate Christmas. The children have been practising hard and have 
learned their carols really well, and are looking forward to singing for you. 
Children will be dismissed from school as usual at 3.15pm. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Merry Christmas and Thank you 
I would like to thank you all for your support with 

so many things this term and particularly with our 
Christmas events. Our fete and productions were 

all so successful because of the support that you 
gave to them. This is very much appreciated and 

really helps to make our school a happier place to 
be! It is so lovely to have the involvement and interest 
of our parents and it really encourages the children 
to see their moms and dads in school. 
 
On behalf of all the staff of St. Joseph’s, and myself, I 

would like to wish all of you and your families a 
peaceful, blessed and joyful Christmas, and a 

very happy New Year. We look forward to seeing 
 you all back safely in January. We return to school on 

   Tuesday 7th January 2014 at 8.55am. 
 

Last Day of Term 
Tomorrow, your children do not need to bring any bags to school. All 
newsletters, homework etc has been given out today. Please make sure that 
your child comes into school tomorrow, as we are expecting a special 
visitor... 

 
Dates for your Diary 
Friday 20th December  2.00pm Christmas Carol Concert 
     3.15pm School finishes for Holidays 
Tuesday 7th January  8.55am Return to School  
Thursday 9th January 3.30pm Initial Meeting for First Holy Communion Parents 
Friday 10th January 1.00pm Whole School Trip to Birmingham 
            Hippodrome for the Pantomime 
Sunday 12th January 12.00pm First Holy Communion Commitment Mass 

         
Christmas Performances 
Thank you to all of the parents who supported our Christmas 
Performances this week. It was wonderful to see so many of you, and 
the children performed brilliantly. Thank you to all of the children for 
their big effort, and also to all the staff for working so hard to prepare 
for the performances. A lot of hard work goes in behind the scenes to 
make sure that this time of year is special for all of our families, and it 
would not be possible without the dedication of our staff. 
 
School Mass 
Our first School Mass of 2014 takes place on Wednesday 8th January at 9.15am. Please come 
along and join us as we prepare for Christmas. You are all very welcome to attend – you do not 
have to be Catholic to come to Mass.  



 

Theatre Trip - Pantomime 
Our theatre trip takes place on the first Friday back after the holiday (Friday 
10th January). We will leave school at 1.00pm, and will be back at around 
5pm, so if your child is usually collected by an after school club, 
please make arrangements for their collection. Please ensure that 
all forms and payments are sent into school by Wednesday 8th 
January at the latest.  Thank you to everyone who has already sent 
in their forms and money. 
 
After School Clubs 
There will be no after-school clubs during the first week back. They will resume on Monday 13th 
January.  
 
Swimming 
After the holidays, swimming will be for Year Four. Lessons will commence on Monday 13th and you 
will receive a letter after the holiday.  
 
First Holy Communion 
Please remember that our first meeting for First Holy Communion preparation will take place on 
Thursday 9th January at 3.30pm. The Mass of Commitment takes place on Sunday 12th January at 
12.00pm in St. Joseph’s Church. If you have not already done so, please return your reply slips 
confirming that you would like your child to make their First Holy Communion. 
 
Snow! 
In the event of heavy snow over the coming weeks or extreme weather which 
causes significant disruption, any school closures will be listed on local radio stations, 
as follows: BRMB 96.4, Heart FM 100.7 and Radio WM 95.6. If you do not hear our 
school name or any mention of ‘blanket closures’, then school is open!! Remember 
that there are several St Joseph’s schools and you must listen out for ours. 
 
St. Joseph’s Mass Times 
Weekly Mass times at St. Joseph’s are Saturday (for Sunday) at 6.00pm and Sunday at 12.00pm. St. 
Joseph’s Church can be found on Thimblemill Lane, (just beside Lloyds Bank), and the telephone 
number is 0121 327 0235. All families are invited and more than welcome to attend church. I look 
forward to seeing you there! 
Father Stephen 
 

St. Joseph’s Mass Times - Christmas Services at St. Joseph’s 
I would like to invite all families to our Christmas services at St. Joseph’s. It is 
always a pleasure to see so many of you at Mass and you are all most welcome. 
The family service on Christmas Eve is always very special and popular. This starts 
with carols at 6.30pm.  
 

Christmas Day Mass will be at Sacred Heart Church in Aston at 10.00am. 
 

There will be a special Mass for all of the Altar Servers and the Guild of St Stephen 
members on St Stephen’s Day (26th) at 10.00am at St. Joseph’s. It is important to 
remember the true meaning of what we celebrate at this time of year, especially for those of us 
who are Christian or Catholic. The word ‘Christmas’ means ‘the birth of Christ’ and that is what 
should be at the heart of all that we do to celebrate, so it would be wonderful to see the church 
full for our services! I look forward to seeing you over Christmas.  
Father Stephen 
 
 



 

6 
sleeps until 
Christmas! 

Fourth Sunday of Advent 
This Sunday is the Fourth Sunday of Advent, and we light the remaining 
purple candle on our wreath, along with the other three. The remaining, 
centre candle is white and is called the Christ Candle.  It is traditionally lit 
on Christmas Eve or Christmas Day. The central location of the Christ 
Candle reminds us that Jesus is at the heart of Christmas, giving light to 
the world. 
 

In the readings this week, we begin to hear about the “Christmas story” 
itself. For the past weeks we have been preparing ourselves to greet 
Jesus when he comes. Now we prepare to remember how he first 
came, by listening to the prophets who told of his coming, and by 
hearing of the events before his birth. Today we focus on the characters 
of Mary and Joseph, and hear how Jesus came to be conceived, and 
the reaction of Joseph. If you go to church on Sunday, you will hear in the Gospel that Matthew 
quotes Isaiah, which is the first reading today. Joseph, descendant of King David, is invited to take 
his place in the great story of God’s relationship with the Chosen people.  
 

At this time of year, we often hear the word Emmanuel used as a name for Jesus. Emmanuel 
means ‘God with us’ and is one of the titles often used for Jesus. ‘Emmanuel’ gives us the central 
meaning of Christmas, which is that God is with us and always will be.    
 
Happy Birthday 
We wish a Happy Birthday for this week and over the holiday to Joshua Cope & 
Joshua Kigozi (Reception),  Sophie O'Keeffe & Alex Moran, Danyaal Hussain, Alex Yang 
& Terai Lee (Year 4), Tyrese Nolan, Ryan Faulkner & Sem Berekhet (Year 5) and Deja 
Lawrence-Bogle (Year 6). 
 

Attendance — week ending 13th December 2013 
Well done to Year One, who achieved an amazing fantastic 100% attendance for last week.  
 

The full attendance figures are as follows: 
 

Rec  96%  Year One 97%   Year Two 97%    
Year Three  93%   Year Four 97%   Year Five 100%    
Year Six 97% 
 
This gives a whole school attendance of 97%. Well done to everyone 
this term for their fantastic efforts. 
 

Many thanks,  

A. Treadwell 
Head Teacher 

This Sunday is the 
4th    

Sunday of Advent 


