
 
 

 Archdiocese of Birmingham 

St. Joseph’s News  
Friday 23rd May 2014 

 

Dear Parents and Carers… 
“Christ has turned all our sunsets into dawn.” 

                      Clement of Alexandria 

 
Dates for your Diary 
Friday 23rd May  School finishes for half term – 3.15pm 
 

Monday 2nd June  Return to School – 8.55am 
Tuesday 3rd June   Y1&Y2 Trip to the Black Country Museum 
     Y5 visit to the Aston Olympiad 
     Y6 Trip to the Blitz Exhibition 
Wednesday 4th June  Holy Communion Children Preparation Day at St John Wall School 
     First Holy Communion Meeting - 3.30pm 
Thursday 5th June  Y3 trip to Weoley Castle 
Monday 9th June  School Photographer 
Sunday 22nd June  First Holy Communion Mass at St. Joseph’s Church - 12.00pm 
Friday 18th July   School finishes for the Summer – 3.15pm 
 
Advance Warning — Half term 
We break up for the May half-term today! We return to school on Monday 2nd June. 

 
 
School Mass 
Every week we celebrate Mass for the whole school and we are very pleased to 
welcome governors, parishioners and parents. During the first week back, Mass 
will be on Wednesday, at 9.30am. Please come along and share this with us.   
 

School Trips 
School trips continue during the first week back. Y1 & Y2 are going to 
the Black Country Museum, Y6 are going to Birmingham Museum, and 
Y5 are taking part in a sports day on Tuesday 3rd June. Year Three are 
going to Weoley Castle on Thursday 5th June. If you have not done so, 
please ensure that you send the completed form and money in 
before the trip. Thank you.  
 
First Holy Communion Meeting 
There will be a meeting for all parents of First Holy Communion children on Wednesday 4th June at 
3.30pm. It is important that all families attend this meeting.  
 
Father’s Day Inspire Workshops 
We will be holding a Father’s Day Inspire workshop on Friday 6th June. Letters 
for this have gone out today. There are two sessions to choose from, one 
from 9.15-11.00 and one from 1.30 – 3.00pm.  There will be lots of exciting 
activities during the sessions, including archery, an animal display and sports 
sessions. Please note that the workshops are for Fathers, but if it is not 
possible for Dad to attend, another male relative (over the age of 18) can 
attend instead. This could be step-dad, a carer, Uncle, Brother or Grandad.  
Please return your slips as soon as possible after the holiday. Thank you. 



 
 
 School Photographs  
The photographer will be in school on Monday 9th June. Details of arrangements for 
family photographs will be sent out closer to the date.  
 

School Uniform 
Thank you to all the parents who gave feedback on changing the school uniform at Parents’ 
Evening. We will be feeding back on this shortly and are currently working in liaison with Tesco to 
ensure the best prices. This will also include the opportunity to order and pay for uniform online 
and in store. If there are any parents who would still like to fill in the Uniform Questionnaire, please 
come into the school office. Thank you.  
 
Grammar School Entry September 2015 (Year 5 children) 
Applications are now open for those children wishing to apply for Grammar School Entry in 
September 2015. In order to apply for a place at a Grammar School, your child must sit an exam. 
It is one test which covers all 8 Grammar Schools in Birmingham (For Boys: Bishop Vesey, King 
Edward VI Aston, King Edward VI Camp Hill, King Edward VI Five Ways and Handsworth Grammar. 
For Girls: King Edward VI Camp Hill, King Edward VI Five Ways, King Edward VI Handsworth and 
Sutton Coldfield Grammar). If you are interested in applying for your child to take the test, you 
must submit a completed form by 11th July 2014. You can get more information and application 
forms from the school office.  
 
‘Tai Chi’ classes at the POD 
‘The Pod’ is holding Tai Chi classes every Tuesday between 9.30 and 10.30am. The classes are free. 
You can just go along, or for more information, please contact the POD on 0121 675 4280  
 
Early Years Survey 
Birmingham City Council is running an online survey for parents and carers of Early Years children 
(Nursery and Reception). There is currently a review of Early Years provisions, Children’s Centres 
and Family Support being undertaken in Birmingham, and the City Council would like your views. If 
you would like more information or to take part in the survey please visit 
www.birmingham.gov.uk/earlyyearsreview  
 
Sunny Days! 
As we are now in the summer term and the weather is getting warmer (finally!) it is important that 
all children remember to bring in their water bottles each day. I would also recommend that you 
apply sun cream to your child’s skin before school. Please do not send in any creams or lotions, as 
they are not allowed in school for health and safety reasons.  
 

Also, please could you check that your child’s jumpers and cardigans are all 
clearly labelled with their names. In the warm weather, children often take off 
their jumpers, particularly in the playground, and forget where they have left 
them. It is much easier to reunite lost jumpers with their owners if they are 
labelled! Thank you.  
 
Medical Information - Hay fever 
We have noticed that some children are beginning to suffer during the day with the symptoms of 
hay fever. If your child does suffer from hay fever, please ensure that you give them their 
medication before they come to school. Please remember that we cannot administer 
medication, and so tablets or medicine should not be brought in to school. Thank you. 
 

School Fund 
As you know, we collect ‘School Fund’ each week. It is just 50p per family per week. It 
would be wonderful if parents would send in school fund as often as possible. You can 
pay it at the office, or send it in an envelope labelled ‘School Fund’, with your child’s 
name and class.  



 
 
St. Joseph’s Mass Times 
Weekly Mass times at St. Joseph’s are Saturday (for Sunday) at 6.00pm and 
Sunday at 12.00pm. St. Joseph’s Church can be found on Thimblemill Lane, (just 
beside TSB Bank), and the telephone number is 0121 327 0235. All families are 
invited and more than welcome to attend church. I look forward to seeing you 
there! 
Father Stephen 
 
 
 

Happy Birthday 
Happy Birthday for this week and over the holiday to Kenzie Murray (Reception), Jepthte & Ruth 
Nya (Year 1), Tyler Edwards (Year 2), Million Efrem & Joyce Tshabu (Year 3), Joshua Lake (Year 5) 
and Morgan Roberts (Year 6).  
 
 

Attendance — week ending 16th May 2014 
Well done to Year One & Year Six, who had the best attendance for last week with an incredible 
100% 
 

The full attendance figures are as follows: 
 

Rec  98% Year One 100%  Year Two 95%   Year Three  95% 
Year Four 94%  Year Five 99%  Year Six 100% 
 
This gives a whole school attendance of 98%.  
 
 
Many thanks,  

A. Treadwell 
Head Teacher 


