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Dear Parents and Carers… 
“You need not cry very loud; 

God is nearer to us than we think.” 
                Brother Lawrence 

   
Dates for your Diary 
Tuesday 10th March  School Mass led by Y5    9.30am 
Thursday 19th March  Confirmation Mass at St. Joseph’s Church 7.00pm 
Monday 23rd March  Year One & Year Two INSPIRE Workshop  1.30pm 
Tuesday 24th March  Year Three & Year Four INSPIRE Workshop 1.30pm 
Wednesday 25th March Year Five & Year Six INSPIRE Workshop  1.30pm 
Friday 27th March  Reception  INSPIRE Workshop   1.30pm 
Thursday 2nd April  School finishes for Easter holidays  
Tuesday 21st April   Return to School 
Monday 4th May  School Closed for May Day Bank Holiday 
 
 
School Mass  
Mass next week is on Tuesday at 9.30am and will be led by Year Five. It would be wonderful if 
more parents and carers could attend Mass especially when your child’s class is leading the 
liturgy. Please come along and join us. You are all very welcome to attend – you do not have to 
be Catholic to come to Mass.  
 
Please pray for Mr Hermans, a very dear friend and Governor of St. Joseph’s, who has recently lost his 
Father. We remember Mr Hermans and his family at this sad time.  
 
We also pray for Mrs Connell, another dear friend and Governor of St. Joseph’s, who recently lost her 
Mother. Again, we remember Mrs Connell and her family at this sad time.  
 
Please pray for Fr. Gerry McArdle, former Parish priest of St. Joseph’s, who is very ill at the moment. 
 
School Minibus 
We have been very fortunate to be able to enter into a shared lease 
of a school minibus with St Chad’s School.  The new minibus was 
delivered last week and is beautiful! It is a twelve seater and staff 
have completed training so that it can be used for school outings. It 
bears the logos of both schools, so keep an eye out for it round and 
about! 
 
Issues with Children 
If any parents and carers have issues they need to discuss regarding their child, please can I ask 
that you come into school to speak to either myself or Mrs Buck about them rather than approach 
teachers in the playground while they are supervising children. It is much better to discuss any 
issues you may have in private, and as parents and carers with children of your own, I am sure you 
understand that young children can be frightened by what they may perceive to be a 
confrontation. I am more than happy to meet with you and discuss your concerns and as a 
school, we will work together to address them.   
 



 

Swimming — Y3 
Swimming continues on a Monday afternoon for Year Three. Please ensure 
that your child brings their correct swimming kit with them every week. This 
includes a one-piece swimming costume for girls, trunks (not shorts) for boys 
and a towel. We cannot provide costumes or towels in school. 

 
Chicken Pox 
We currently have a number of children with chicken pox. Chickenpox 
is a mild and common childhood illness that most children catch at 
some point, but is very infectious. Before developing a rash, there may 
be some mild flu-like symptoms.  
 
Some children have only a few spots, but other children can have spots 
that cover their entire body. The rash normally appears behind the 
ears, on the face, scalp, under arms, on chest and stomach, and arms 
and legs. The rash starts as small, itchy, red spots. These spots will 
develop into fluid-filled blisters, which are itchy. They then crust over to 
form scabs, which eventually drop off.  
 
Chickenpox is infectious from one to two days before the rash starts, 
until all the blisters have crusted (scabbed) over. If your child has 
symptoms of chicken pox, please do not send them into school. To prevent spreading the 
infection, you must keep children off school until all their spots have crusted over.  
 
If your child has chickenpox, try to keep them away from public areas to avoid contact with 
people who may not have had it, especially people who are at risk of serious problems, such as 
newborn babies, pregnant women and anyone with a weakened immune system (for example, 
people having cancer treatment or taking steroid tablets). 
 
 

Inspire Workshops 
We will be leading another series of Inspire workshops with the children from the 
23rd – 27th March. The theme for the workshops is Mother’s Day and they are 
designed for the children to work on art and craft themed activities with their 
parent/carer in school. I know from the feedback you gave us that you all 
enjoyed the previous workshops. Dates are listed above. Further details will 
follow, but please keep the dates free. 

 
 
Messy Church 
St Matthew’s are holding a ‘Messy Church’ session in the Church hall on Wednesday 11th March 
from 3.30pm – 5.30pm. You are all welcome to join them for a family time of games, craft, worship 
and food. The cost is just £1 per family. For more information please contact Jane on 07419 
324475.  
 
 

School Fund 
As you will know, we collect ‘School Fund’ each week. It is just 50p per family per 
week. School budgets are very strict about what money can be spent on, and so 
we collect school fund as a way of being able to provide little treats for the 
children throughout the year. It would be wonderful if parents would send in 
school fund as often as possible. You can either pay it at the office, or send it in 
an envelope labelled ‘School Fund’, with your child’s name and class. Thank you! 

 
 
 



 

St. Joseph’s Mass Times 
Weekly Mass at St. Joseph’s is on Sunday at 12.00pm. St. Joseph’s Church can be 
found on Thimblemill Lane, (just beside TSB Bank), and the telephone number is 0121 
327 0235. All families are invited and more than welcome to attend church. I look 
forward to seeing you there! Father Stephen 
 
 
Lent 
This weekend is the third Sunday of Lent. The theme of the readings you will hear at church this week is 
once again the ‘Covenant’ or agreement that God made with his people, which is very important in 
both the Jewish and Christian faiths. The Covenant is constantly renewed throughout the history of 
God and his people; and you can see this throughout the bible. 
The Old Testament reading today tells us of another covenant 
made between Moses and God, where Moses was given the Ten 
Commandments to give to the people of the earth, as their side of 
this special agreement. This renewed the Covenant made with 
Noah. The Gospel story today tells us that Jesus is the sign of the 
new Covenant. The story tells us of when Jesus went to the temple 
at Passover, the busiest time in the Jewish year. When he got there, 
lots of people were in the temple, using it as a market place. Jesus 
got very angry with the people, turning over their tables, and telling 
them that the temple was God’s house, and that it shouldn’t be 
used for such things. This was a very shocking thing to do, as the 
Jewish people believed that the temple was a very holy place. But at the end of this story, Jesus says 
‘Destroy this temple, and in three days I will rebuild it”, and the reading then tells us that Jesus is talking 
about himself when he says this. This tells us that it is not the actual building of the temple that is 
important, but the ‘temple’ that is within us. He is saying that God lives in our hearts and souls, in each 
and every one of us, and not just in a holy building. We believe that Jesus is the new sign of the 
promise between God and his people, and that through his resurrection, our ‘temples’ within us will be 
cleansed of sin, and the Covenant will be renewed. 
 
At school, we are encouraging the children to do something for Lent, not necessarily to give 
something up, but to think of a way in which they can act more positively, such as trying to be more 
patient or to help around the house. We will be making our journey towards Easter using the ‘Walk with 
Me’ calendars. The calendar gives the children a focus for each day of Lent. This is generally a little 
thing to do, an act of kindness, saying a prayer etc., and is designed to help your child to think about 
the meaning of Lent and Easter.  
 
 
Happy Birthday 
Happy Birthday this week to Mary Mbye (Year 5). 
 
 
Attendance — week ending 27th February 2015 
Well done to Reception who had the best attendance for last week with a fantastic 99%.  
 
The full attendance figures are as follows: 
 
Rec  99% Year One 97%  Year Two 95%   Year Three  93% 
Year Four 96%  Year Five 98%  Year Six 97% 
 

This gives a whole school attendance of 96%.  
 

Many thanks,  
A. Treadwell 
Head Teacher 
 
 


