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St. Joseph’s News  
Friday 13th March 2015 

 

Dear Parents and Carers… 
 

“Mother is the name for God in the lips and hearts of little children.”  
  William Makepeace Thackeray. 

 
Dates for your Diary 
Tuesday 17th March  ‘Wear Green’ Non-Uniform Day   cost 50p 
     School Mass led by Y4    9.30am 
Thursday 19th March  Confirmation Mass at St. Joseph’s Church 7.00pm 
Monday 23rd March  Year One & Year Two INSPIRE Workshop  1.30pm 
Tuesday 24th March  Year Three & Year Four INSPIRE Workshop 1.30pm 
Wednesday 25th March Year Five & Year Six INSPIRE Workshop  1.30pm 
Friday 27th March  Reception  INSPIRE Workshop   1.30pm 
Thursday 2nd April  School finishes for Easter holidays  
Tuesday 21st April   Return to School 
Monday 4th May  School Closed for May Day Bank Holiday 
 
School Mass — St Patrick’s Day 
Mass next week is on Tuesday at 9.30am and will be led by Year Four. We will be celebrating St 
Patrick’s Day and it would be wonderful if more parents and carers could attend Mass especially 
when your child’s class is leading the liturgy. Please come along and join us. You are all very 
welcome to attend – you do not have to be Catholic to come to Mass.  
 
Please pray for Fr. Gerry McArdle, former Parish priest of St. Joseph’s, who is very ill at the moment. 

 
Confirmation Mass 
The Mass of Confirmation for this year’s candidates takes place at 7.00pm on 
Thursday in St. Joseph’s Church. Everybody is more than welcome and 
encouraged to attend. It would be lovely to see lots of people there to support 
and welcome the children as they become fully initiated into the faith of the 
Catholic Church. Please come along and celebrate with your friends in this very 
special event in their lives.  

 

Bishop Robert Byrne will be confirming the children, and will also be visiting school on Tuesday to 
see the children. We are very much looking forward to his visit and welcoming him into school.  
 
‘Wear Green’ Non-Uniform Day - Tuesday 
On Tuesday, we will be having a non-uniform ‘Wear Green day’ to celebrate the 
Feast of St Patrick. The cost of this will be 50p per child, which will go towards our 
Lenten Charities Fundraising. 
 

Easter Egg Raffle 
There will be an Easter Egg Raffle taking place in school over the next few weeks. 
Each member of staff has donated Easter Eggs and l would like to thank them for 
that. Tickets are priced at 20p each. If your child would like to buy some, please 
send the correct money in an envelope, clearly marked. All money raised will go 
to our Lenten Charities. The raffle will be drawn on the last day of term.  

 



 

Sponsored Bounce 
On Friday 27th March, we will be holding a ‘Sponsored Bounce’ in school. We 
will have a bouncy castle, and each child that is sponsored will have the 
chance to complete their bounce session. This is to raise money for our Lenten 
charities. Your child has received a sponsor form, so that they can start 
collecting sponsors. Thank you for your support with this.  
 

Mother’s Day  
We would like to wish you all a very happy Mother’s Day on Sunday and a 
happy day with your families. We especially think of all expectant mothers 
and pray that they and their unborn child are kept safe from all harm. We also 
remember at this time mothers who have lost children, mothers who are no 
longer with us and those who have lost their mothers, as Mother’s Day is also a 
time of celebrating the happy memories that we have shared. You are very 
much in our thoughts and prayers at this time. 

 
After School Clubs 
Please note that next week is the last week for afterschool clubs. No clubs will run during the last 
two weeks of term. They will start back after the Easter holidays from the week commencing 27th 
April.  
 
Inspire Workshops 
Letters have gone out today for the Inspire workshops, which will take place from the 23rd – 27th 

March. The theme for the workshops is Mother’s Day and they are designed for the children to 
work on art and craft themed activities with their parent/carer in school. I know from the 
feedback you gave us that you all enjoyed the previous workshops.  
 
Reminder 
Please could I ask all parents and carers that they ensure their child has 
everything they need for the day when they come to school. We have to make 
numerous phone calls each day for forgotten lunches, glasses, guitars and PE 
and Swimming kits. Ensuring that your child comes to school with everything they 
need will also avoid the inconvenience caused to yourselves by having to have 
to come back to school with things. Thank you for your understanding and 
support with this.  
 
Chicken Pox 
We currently have a number of children with chicken pox. Chickenpox 
is a mild and common childhood illness that most children catch at 
some point, but is very infectious. Before developing a rash, there may 
be some mild flu-like symptoms.  
 
Some children have only a few spots, but other children can have spots 
that cover their entire body. The rash normally appears behind the 
ears, on the face, scalp, under arms, on chest and stomach, and arms 
and legs. The rash starts as small, itchy, red spots. These spots will 
develop into fluid-filled blisters, which are itchy. They then crust over to 
form scabs, which eventually drop off.  
 
Chickenpox is infectious from one to two days before the rash starts, 
until all the blisters have crusted (scabbed) over. If your child has 
symptoms of chicken pox, please do not send them into school. To prevent spreading the 
infection, you must keep children off school until all their spots have crusted over.  
 
  



 

School Fund 
As you will know, we collect ‘School Fund’ each week. It is just 50p per family per 
week. School budgets are very strict about what money can be spent on, and so 
we collect school fund as a way of being able to provide little treats for the 
children throughout the year. It would be wonderful if parents would send in 
school fund as often as possible. You can either pay it at the office, or send it in 
an envelope labelled ‘School Fund’, with your child’s name and class. Thank you! 

 
St. Joseph’s Mass Times 
Weekly Mass at St. Joseph’s is on Sunday at 12.00pm. St. Joseph’s Church can be 
found on Thimblemill Lane, (just beside TSB Bank), and the telephone number is 0121 
327 0235. All families are invited and more than welcome to attend church. I look 
forward to seeing you there! Father Stephen 
 
 

This weekend is the Fourth Sunday of Lent. The theme of the readings this 
week is light, which, along with water is the main symbol of Easter. We 
know that Jesus is the light of the world and the theme of light also 
represents Jesus’ resurrection.  Catholics and Christians believe that Jesus 
died to save us from sin. When Jesus rose again, which we celebrate on 

Easter Sunday, he brought new light and hope into the world, showing us that we can be forgiven and free 
from sin (darkness). At the Easter Vigil Mass, which takes place on the evening before Easter Sunday, Fr. 
Stephen lights a special fire. He blesses the fire and lights the new Paschal Candle from it.  The Paschal 
Candle represents Christ as the light of the world, conquering the darkness of sin. It is lit every week 
throughout the season of Easter, up until Pentecost Sunday. It is also lit at special times throughout the year, 
such as funerals and baptisms. So you can see that the theme of light is a very important one in the Christian 
and Catholic faiths.  
 
This week’s readings talk about light. In the Gospel, Jesus performs a miracle by 
healing a blind man. This miracle shows us the special ability that Jesus had, but also 
tells us that Jesus brings us light, even to those who are blinded by darkness (sin). This 
is also one of the themes of baptism, where we receive the light of Christ from the 
candle that our parents are given. When we are baptised, we believe that we are 
cleansed from sin and given new life, and we begin our journey towards eternal life 
with God. 
 
At school, we are encouraging the children to do something for Lent, not necessarily to give something up, 
but to think of a way in which they can act more positively, such as trying to be more patient or to help 
around the house. We will be making our journey towards Easter using the ‘Walk With Me’ calendars.  
 
 
Happy Birthday 
Happy Birthday this week to Kayleigh O'Keeffe & Shaneece Barracks (Year 1), Rachael  Chen& 
Holy Hombessa-Dany (Year 2) and Rihana Ricketts (Year 4) 
 
 
Attendance — week ending 27th February 2015 
Well done to Reception who had the best attendance for last week with a fantastic 99%.  
 
The full attendance figures are as follows: 
 
Rec  95% Year One 95%  Year Two 94%   Year Three  91% 
Year Four 92%  Year Five 96%  Year Six 97% 
 

This gives a whole school attendance of 94%.  
 

Many thanks,  
A. Treadwell 
Head Teacher 


