
 
 

Archdiocese of Birmingham 

St. Joseph’s News  
Friday 22nd May 2015 

 

Dear Parents and Carers… 
“Faith is to believe what we do not see,  

and the reward of faith is to see what we believe.” 
 St. Augustine of Hippo 

Dates for your Diary 
Friday 22nd May  3.15pm School finishes for half term 
 
Tuesday 26th May  9.30 – 2.00 Half Term Playscheme (places strictly limited) 
Wednesday 27th May 9.30 – 2.00  Half Term Playscheme (places strictly limited) 
Monday 1st June  8.55am Return to School 
Thursday 4th June    School Photograph Day 
Sunday 7th June  12.00pm First Holy Communion Mass – in St. Joseph’s Church 
Tuesday 9th June     Year 4 trip to Newman Brothers Factory - details to follow 
Thursday 25th June    Father’s Day Inspire Workshop 
Friday 26th June    Family Day – trip to Rhyl (details to follow) 
 
Friday 17th July   3.15pm School finishes for the Summer 
 
Half term 
As you know, we break up for the May half-term today. We return to school on Monday 1st 
June. I hope that you all have a very happy holiday  
 

School Mass 
Every week we celebrate Mass for the whole school and we are very pleased to welcome 
governors, parishioners and parents. Mass during the first week back will be on Wednesday, at 
9.30am. Please come along and share this with us.   
Please pray for Fr. Gerry McArdle, former Parish priest of St. Joseph’s, who is very ill at the 
moment. 
 

May Half term Playscheme — Y2/3/4/5/6 
A reminder to everyone who has signed up for the playscheme that it runs Tuesday 26th and 
Wednesday 27th May between  9.30am – 2.00pm. Please ensure that your child is collected 
promptly at this time by a responsible adult. You will also be required to sign them in on arrival. 

Please note that if you have not already done so, you must 
 pay for the playscheme before your child attends. 

Your child will need to bring a packed lunch with them each day.  We are really looking forward 
to the playscheme, which is going to be a lot of fun, and hope that you are too.  
 
School Photographs  
The photographer will be in school on Thursday 4th June. Your child will be 
photographed individually and with their siblings, if they have any in school. They 
will also be photographed with their class in a group picture. Please ensure that 
your child is in their full school uniform, and that hair is appropriate for school. I 
would like to remind you that shaved patterns in hair are not allowed in school.  
 
If you would like younger siblings included, who do not attend this school, or 
family photographs, please come in first thing on Thursday morning when you bring your child to 
school. These pictures will be taken first.  



 

 
First Holy Communion 
As you may already know, some of our pupils are making their First Holy 
Communion on Sunday 7th June in St. Joseph’s Church. First Holy Communion is a 
very special event in the Catholic faith, and marks the third major step on the 
children’s journey of faith. At First Holy Communion, the children will receive the 
sacrament of the Eucharist for the first time.  
 
First Holy Communion is a very happy and joyful event. Just like for any 
celebration, the children share their special day with their family and friends. The 
children have been preparing to receive their First Holy Communion for a long time, and have 
been learning all about the Catholic faith and teachings of Jesus, so that they may be ready to 
become full members of the church. The Celebration Mass for our children’s First Holy Communion 
takes place at 12.00pm on Sunday 7th  June. Everybody is more than welcome and encouraged 
to attend and it would be lovely to see lots of people to welcome the children into our faith 
community. Please come along and celebrate with your friends in this very special event in their 
lives. 
 
Swimming 
After half term, swimming will be for Year Six. Please ensure that your child has their full swimming 
kit in school each Monday. Thank you.  
 
Packed Lunches 
Just a reminder that sweets and chocolate are not allowed in packed lunches. This includes cake 
bars, biscuits etc with chocolate on. Thank you for your support with this. 
 
Online Application - Grammar School Entry September 2016 (Year 5 children) 
Applications are now open online for those children wishing to apply for Grammar School Entry in 
September 2016. In order to apply for a place at a Grammar School, your child must sit an exam. 
It is one test which covers all 8 Grammar Schools in Birmingham (For Boys: Bishop Vesey, King 
Edward VI Aston, King Edward VI Camp Hill, King Edward VI Five Ways and Handsworth Grammar. 
For Girls: King Edward VI Camp Hill, King Edward VI Five Ways, King Edward VI Handsworth and 
Sutton Coldfield Grammar). If you are interested in applying for your child to take the test, you 
must submit a completed form by 4pm on Friday 10 July 2015. You can get more information and 
apply online at http://www.birminghamgrammarschools.org/apply-onlineapp.php  
 
Hair Cuts 
I would just like to remind you of our school rules regarding hair styles. As it clearly states in our 
prospectus; 
 

“The school does not permit children to have ‘extreme’ hairstyles that could serve as a distraction to others. 
Shaved patterns, lines and colours are not allowed. Hair should be all one length and not ‘stepped’ or 

shaved at different levels.” 
 

Please bear this in mind when taking your child to get their hair cut. Parents and carers of children 
who come to school with inappropriate hairstyles will be contacted and asked to collect their 
child to have the style removed, and children will lose their playtime until the hair style is 
corrected.  
 

Father’s Day Inspire Workshops 
We will be holding a Father’s Day Inspire workshop on Thursday 25th June. 
Please note that the workshops are for Fathers, but if it is not possible for 
Dad to attend, another male relative (over the age of 18) can attend 
instead. This could be step-dad, a carer, Uncle, Brother or 
Grandad.  More information will follow by letter, but please 
keep the date free. 

Rhyl Family Day Trip 



 

We are organising a family day trip to Rhyl on Friday 26th June. Places will be allocated on a first 
come first served basis, and all children must be accompanied by a responsible adult. Please 
note that this trip will take place on the Teacher Training Day, so school is closed for anyone who is 
not attending the trip.  
 
School Fund 
As you will know, we collect ‘School Fund’ each week. It is just 50p per family per week. School 

budgets are very strict about what money can be spent on, and so we collect 
school fund as a way of being able to provide little treats for the children throughout 
the year. It would be wonderful if parents would send in school fund as often as 
possible. You can either pay it at the office, or send it in an envelope labelled 
‘School Fund’, with your child’s name and class. Thank you! 
 

Wildfire- presented by St Joseph’s Music Group  
St Joseph’s Music Group present ‘Wildfire’, the story of the outpouring of the Holy Spirit at 
Pentecost, Stephen and Saul/Paul in song and narration. The performance will take place on 
Saturday 30th May at 6.30pm in St Joseph’s Church and entry will be free. Please come along and 
enjoy the performance.  

 
Sunny Days! 
As we are now in the summer term and the weather is getting warmer (finally!) it 
is important that all children remember to bring in their water bottles each day. I 
would also recommend that you apply sun cream to your child’s skin before 
school. Please do not send in any creams or lotions, as they are not allowed in 
school for health and safety reasons.  
 

Also, please could you check that your child’s jumpers and cardigans are all clearly labelled with 
their names? In the warm weather, children often take off their jumpers, particularly in the 
playground, and forget where they have left them. It is much easier to reunite lost jumpers with 
their owners if they are labelled! Thank you.  
 
Medical Information - Hay fever 
We have noticed that some children are beginning to suffer during the day with the symptoms of 
hay fever. If your child does suffer from hay fever, please ensure that you give them their 
medication before they come to school. Please remember that we cannot administer 
medication, and so tablets or medicine should not be brought in to school. Thank you. 
 

St. Joseph’s Mass Times 
Weekly Mass at St. Joseph’s is on Sunday at 12.00pm. St. Joseph’s Church can be 
found on Thimblemill Lane, (just beside TSB Bank), and the telephone number is 0121 
327 0235. All families are invited and more than welcome to attend church. I look 
forward to seeing you there! Father Stephen 

 
Attendance — week ending 15th May 2015 
Well done to Reception, Year Two and Year Six who had the best attendance for last week with a 
fantastic 99%! The full attendance figures are as follows: 
 
Rec  99% Year One 95%  Year Two 99%   Year Three  98% 
Year Four 97%  Year Five 94%  Year Six 99% 
 
This gives a whole school attendance of 97%.  
 

Many thanks,  
A. Treadwell 
Head Teacher 


