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Archdiocese of Birmingham 

St. Joseph’s News  
Friday 2nd October 2015 

 

Dear Parents and Carers… 
 

“In the fading of the summer sun, the shortening of days,  
cooling breeze, swallows' flight and moonlight rays,  

we see the Creator’s hand. 
 

In the browning of leaves once green, morning mists,  
autumn chill, fruit that falls and winter's first kiss,  

we see the Creator’s hand.” 
                       

Dates for your Diary 
Monday 5th October   Initial First Holy Communion Meeting 3.30pm 
Wednesday 7th October    School Mass led by Y3   9.30am 
Thursday 8th October   Parents’ Evening   2.30pm – 6pm 
      (school finishes at 2.15pm) 
 
Wednesday 14th October   Harvest Mass celebration  9.15am 
 
Monday 19th October   Y3 & Y4 Harvest Inspire workshop  1.30pm 
Tuesday 20th October   Y1 & Y2 Harvest Inspire workshop  1.30pm 
Wednesday 21st October  Reception Harvest Inspire workshop 1.30pm 
Friday 23rd October   Y5 & Y6 Harvest Inspire workshop  1.30pm 
      School closes for half-term  3.15pm 
 
Monday 2nd November   Return to school    8.55am 
      All Saints Dress Up Day  
Sunday 8th November    First Holy Communion Commitment Mass 12.00pm 
Friday 18th December   School closes for Christmas holiday 3.15pm 
 
Tuesday 5th January   Return to school    8.55am 
 
 

REMINDER ‐ SCHOOL CLOSES AT 2.15pm NEXT THURSDAY 
School Mass 
Every week we celebrate Mass for the whole school and we are very pleased to welcome 
governors, parishioners and parents. Our school Masses are a lovely opportunity for the school and 
parish family to come together and celebrate the Word of God and the love of Jesus. Mass next 
week will be on Wednesday at 9.30am and will be led by Year 3. 
 
Please pray for Mrs Baines, who is ill at the moment, but is on the road to recovery. We wish her strength and good 
health as we remember her in our prayers.  
 

Reception Welcome Service  
Thank you to all the families that attended today’s welcome service. The children have only been in 
school a few weeks but sang beautifully and said their readings very clearly. I would like to thank the 
staff for preparing the children so well.  
 

 
First Holy Communion 
Our first meeting for First Holy Communion preparation will take place on Monday 5th October at 3.30pm. The Mass of 
Commitment will take place on Sunday 8th November at 12.00pm in St. Joseph’s Church.  
 

Parents’ Evening 
Parents’ Evening will take place next week on Thursday. As you will know from the letter that was given 

out this week, school will finish at 2.15pm on that day, and it is very important that your children 
are collected promptly at this time, as staff will be going into parental appointments straight after 
the children have gone. If you have not yet returned your letter, please bring it in as soon as 
possible, in order to get an appointment in your preferred time slot. Times are allocated on a first-
come, first-served basis.  
 



 

Zumba 
Please note that due to Parents’ Evening and staff training the following week, there will be no after school Zumba for 
the next two weeks.  
 
Inspire Workshops 
We will be leading another series of Inspire workshops with the children from the 19th - 
23rd October. The theme for the workshops is Harvest and they are designed for the 
children to work on art and craft themed activities with their parent/carer in school. I 
know from the feedback you gave us that you all enjoyed the previous workshops. 
Further details will follow, but please keep the following dates free. 
 

Monday 19th October  Y3 & Y4 1.30pm 
Tuesday 20th October  Y1 & Y2 1.30pm 
Wednesday 21st October Reception 1.30pm 
Friday 23rd October  Y5 & Y6 1.30pm 
 
All Saints Day 
The first Monday back after the holiday (2nd Nov.) we will be celebrating All Saints Day by having a dressing up day. You 
can either come dressed as your favourite Saint, or as something that they represent, for example, Saint Luke is the 

Patron Saint of the medical profession, so you could come dressed as a doctor or surgeon to 
represent Saint Luke, or Saint Michael the Archangel is the patron saint of Police Officers and 
Soldiers. Halloween costumes, such as devils, monsters and witches are not allowed, so please 
do not send your child dressed this way.  It would be lovely if your child could find out a little 
about the Saint that represents their chosen costume and bring this information into school to 
share with their class. We will be having a fancy dress parade in the afternoon and treats for the 
children!  

 

Half term Playscheme  
We will be holding a half-term project for children in Y2 to Y6 during the October half term.  It will run on Monday 26th, 
Tuesday 27th and Wednesday 28th October from 9.30am – 2.00pm, and the cost for the three days will be £15. This will be 
non-refundable if your child does not attend, and children must attend for all three days. Your child will need to bring a 
packed lunch with them each day.  There are 50 places available, and they will be allocated on a first-come, first-
served basis. Initial application letters have gone out today with children in the relevant classes, so if you would like your 
child to attend,  please fill in the slip and return it to school as soon as possible.  
 
Reception 2016 Open Day 
We are holding an Open Day on Thursday 12th November 2015 for those parents/carers whose children are due to start 
school in September 2016. If you have a child that was born between 01-09-2011 and 31-
08-2012, please come along. There will be the opportunity to look around the school 
between 9.30am and 11.00 am and also between 1.30pm and 3.00pm. All prospective 
parents are welcome to attend. If you know anyone who has children in Nursery and is 
considering sending their child to St. Joseph’s, please send them along too! We will be 
proud to show you around our school. 
 
School Choir 
A huge well done to the school choir members that represented St. Joseph’s at St Chad’s Cathedral for the SVP Mass 
last Saturday. The children gave up their own time and sang and behaved beautifully, and were a credit to the school 
and their families. Many people at the Cathedral commented on how well the children sang, and we were very proud 
of them. Well done!! We received the following email thanking the children for their efforts 
 
“Once again it is with great appreciation that I write to thank you, Andy Ross and the staff and children of St. Joseph’s 
for leading the members of the SVP in the musical celebration of Mass yesterday. Spiritually uplifting- it made the day!  
Do please pass on the thanks and appreciation of all who attended.” 
 
PE Kit 
Please can you ensure that your child has their full, correct PE kit with them in school at all times. This consists of white t-
shirt, black shorts and black pumps. While the weather is still nice, we want to make the most of it and enjoy our PE 
lessons outside. PE is compulsory and all children must take part. Thank you for your support with this.  
 
Harvest Festival Mass 
We will be holding our Harvest Mass Celebration on Wednesday 14th October at 9.15am. All parents are welcome and 
encouraged to attend. Children from throughout the school will be taking part in the service. It would be lovely to see 
as many families as possible supporting this special event in the year. 
 

From Monday 12th October, we will be collecting any donations you would like to make towards the Harvest. We would 
like to collect as many tinned and packet goods as possible, so that we can distribute 

them amongst the needy in our community. We will give our donations to St. 
Chad’s Sanctuary for the homeless and needy. Thank you in anticipation of your 
usual generosity. 



 
World Teachers’ Day 
Monday 5th October is World Teachers' Day. Held annually on this date since 1994, it 
commemorates teachers’ organisations worldwide and aims to gather support for teachers 
and to ensure that the needs of future generations will continue to be met by teachers. We 
think about all teachers on this day, and remember them in our prayers, particularly teachers 
who have to work in countries where education is repressed and endanger their own lives to 
ensure that children are educated in the right way.  

 
St. Joseph’s Mass Times 
Weekly Mass at St. Joseph’s is on Sunday at 12.00pm. St. Joseph’s Church can be found on 
Thimblemill Lane, (just beside TSB Bank), and the telephone number is 0121 327 0235. All families are 
invited and more than welcome to attend church. I look forward to seeing you there! Father Stephen 
 

Happy Birthday 
Happy Birthday this week to Deacon (Year 2), Bonnie & Jaydon (Year 3), Yonnatan & Eldaah (Year 4) 
and Seim (Year 5) 
 
 

Attendance — week ending 25th September 2015 
Well done to Year Five, who had the best attendance for last week with 99%!!  

 

The full attendance figures are as follows: 
 

Rec  98% Year One 92%  Year Two 94%   Year Three  96% 
Year Four 98%  Year Five 99%  Year Six 96% 
 
This gives a whole school attendance of 96%. 
 
 
Many thanks, 
A. Treadwell 
Head Teacher 


