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Dear Parents and Carers… 
                                    “I know God will not give me anything that l can’t handle.” 

Blessed Teresa of Calcutta   
   

Dates for your Diary 
Wednesday 10th February             Ash Wednesday Mass                                          9:30am        
Friday 12th February   School finishes for half-term          3.15pm 
Mon 15th – Weds 17th  Half Term Playscheme                                        9:30am-2pm 
Monday 22rd February  Return to school                                                  8.55am 
Tuesday 23rd February                     Y6 Parents SATS meeting                                    9:30am/1:30pm 
Thursday 25th February                   Y2 Parents SATS meeting                                     9:30am/1:30pm 
W/B Monday 29th February Mothers Inspire Workshops                                TBC 
Friday 11th March                          Y5 Confirmation                                            7pm 
 
Half Term 
A reminder that we break up next Friday (12th) for half-term. We return to 
school on Monday 22rd February at 8.55am prompt. 
 
February Half term Playscheme — Y1/2/3/4/5/6 
Limited places are still available for our half-term playscheme for children in Y1 – Y6 during the 
February half term.  It will run on Monday 15th, Tuesday 16th and Wednesday 17th February from 
9.30am – 2.00pm, and the cost for the three days will be £15. This will be non-refundable if your 
child does not attend, and children must attend for all three days. Activities will include arts and 
crafts and sports and other activities will be confirmed over the coming weeks Your child will need 
to bring a packed lunch with them each day.  If you would like your child to attend,  please fill in 
the slip and return it to school as soon as possible.  
 
All children that have brought in slips already have been successful in getting a place. Please pay 
for your child’s place this week to secure it. Thank you. 
 
Real School Guide 2016 
The above guide was published in the Birmingham Evening Mail this week and l am delighted to 
inform you that St. Joseph’s is ranked in the top 15 of all the Birmingham primary schools and is 
ranked 731 out of the 14, 865 primary schools in England. Our overall grade is 5 stars, which is the 
highest that can be achieved.  This is a great achievement for the school and on behalf of the 
Governors l would like to thank all our families for their continued support. More information can 
be found at:  
http://www.birminghammail.co.uk/all-about/primary-school-ratings. 
 
Lates  
There has been a large number of children arriving late recently so can you please remember 
that school begins at 8.55am. Lessons start straight away, and when your child arrives late to 
school, they miss valuable learning time. Arriving after 9.30am also means that your child is 



 

marked ‘late after registers closed’, which is an unauthorised absence, and affects your child’s 
attendance rate. 
 
If your child arrives 

every day at… They are… Which is the same 
as missing… Or missing… Or missing… 

9.00 am 5 minutes late 25 minutes of 
school or half a 

lesson each week 

16 hours per school 
year 

2 ½ full days of 
school per year 

9.05am 10 minutes late 50 minutes of 
school or 1 lesson 

each week 

32 hours per school 
year 

5 full days of school 
per year 

9.10am 15 minutes late I ¼ hours of school 
or 1 ½ lessons each 

week 

47.5 hours per 
school year 

8 full days of school 
per year 

9.15am 20 minutes late 1 hour 40 minutes of 
school or 2 lessons 

each week 

63 hours per school 
year 

10 ½ full days of 
school per year 

9.25am 25 minutes late 2 hours 5 minutes of 
school each week 

81hours per school 
year 

13 ½ full days of 
school per year 

 

Lateness is a serious issue, and soon adds up over the year.  It is important that your child is in 
school on time every day, as persistent lateness will be picked up by the Educational Social 
Worker. 
 

School Mass — Ash Wednesday  
Our next School Mass takes place on Wednesday 10th February at 9:30am, for 
the Holy Day of Ash Wednesday. You are most welcome and encouraged to 
come along and join us for this very special day in the church’s year. It would 
be wonderful if more parents and carers could attend Mass especially when 
your child’s class is leading the liturgy. Next week it is the turn of Year 6 to do the 
readings, prayers etc.  All parents, carers, family and parishioners are warmly 
invited. 
 

 
Parents’ Evening 
Thanks to all the parents/carers that attended parents evening, 93% of parents 
attended which was the largest number ever! It is wonderful that we are all 
working so closely together in the interests of the children in our School. 
 
Music Festival 
Congratulations to all the children and staff in school for their hard work in making the music 
festival so successful this afternoon! Thankyou to the parents, families and Governors that 
attended. 
 
After School Clubs 
Just a reminder that it is essential that children are collected on time from all after school clubs, as 
staff stay behind to supervise them. The children are dismissed from all clubs at 4.15pm, so please 
ensure you are waiting for them at this time. Please note that if parents are repeatedly late to 
collect children, they will no longer be able to attend the after school clubs. Thank you for your 
support and understanding with this. 
 
KARATE AFTER SCHOOL CLUB URGENT  
Due to unforeseen circumstances, Karate will not be taking place until after half-term. This is 
because the instructor has taken up a new position and the company is looking for a 
replacement. 



 

School Fund 
As you will know, we collect ‘School Fund’ each week. It is just 50p per family per week. School 
budgets are very strict about what money can be spent on, and so we collect 
school fund as a way of being able to provide little treats for the children 
throughout the year. This could be in-school theatre productions, jelly and ice-
cream on feast days or subsidising school trips. It really does make a difference 
to making school more fun for the children. It would be wonderful if parents 
would send in school fund as often as possible. You can either pay it at the 
office, or send it in an envelope labelled ‘School Fund’, with your child’s name 
and class. A big thank you to Year One, who are particularly good at remembering their school 
fund every week. Thank you! 
 
 Snow! 
 In the event of heavy snow over the coming weeks or extreme weather which causes significant 
disruption, any school closures will be listed on local radio stations, as follows: BRMB 96.4, Heart FM 
100.7 and Radio WM 95.6. If you do not hear our school name or any mention of ‘blanket 
closures’, then school is open!! Remember that there are several St Joseph’s schools and you must 
listen out for ours. 
 
Happy Birthday 
We wish a Happy Birthday for this week to Ashlyn Titah(Reception), Hebron Yonas (Year1), Megan 
Bryan (Year1), Mya Edwards (Year3), Yasmin Akamba(Year3), Ashleigh Wallace (Year6), Lauryn 
Wallace(Year6) and Haider Ali (Year6). 
 
Attendance — week ending 29th January 2016 
Well done to Year 6,2 and 3 who had the best attendance for last week with an amazing 99%!! 
This is fantastic!!  
 
The full attendance figures are as follows: 
Rec  96% Year One 96%  Year Two 99%   Year Three  99% 
Year Four 96%  Year Five 95%  Year Six 99% 
 
This gives a whole school attendance of 97%.  
 
Many thanks,  
A. Treadwell 
Head Teacher 
 
 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
 
 
Half-term Playscheme 
 
I would like my child ……………………………………… in Year ………….. to attend the half-term 
playscheme. 
 
I understand that my child must bring a packed lunch and be collected at 2.00pm each day. 
 
I understand that if I pay for a place, and my child does not attend, the cost is non-refundable.  
 
 (Parent/Carer)………………………………………………. Date ……………………… 
 
 
 
 


