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Dear Parents and Carers… “Jesus is the Saviour…Receive Him He is the Shepherd…. Follow Him He is the King…. Serve Him He is the Lord…. Trust Him.” 
 

Dates for your Diary 
 

Friday 1st December  Y1/Y2 Choral Outreach Performance  1.30pm 
     at St Chad’s Cathedral 
 

   Christmas Dates for your Diary 
Friday 8th December  Christmas Jumper Day 
     School/Parish Christmas Fayre   1.30pm 
 
Thursday 14th December School Christmas Dinner 
Friday 15th December  Reception Polesworth Abbey visit 
     School Christmas Carol Concert  2.00pm 
 
Monday 18th December Rec, Y1 and Y2 Christmas Assembly  
Tuesday 19th December Y3 & Y4 Christmas Assembly 
Wednesday 20th December Y5 & Y6 Christmas Assembly 
Friday 22nd December  School closes for Christmas holidays  1.00pm 

 
School Mass 
School Mass takes place next week on Wednesday at 9.30am, and will be led by Year Five as a 
Mass for Christ the King. You are all very welcome to attend – you do not have to be Catholic to 
come to Mass.  
 
INSPIRE Workshops 
Thank you to everyone for their support and a fantastic turn-out for the Inspire 
workshops this week. They have been a great success and we have really 
enjoyed having you in school. I know the children have all thoroughly enjoyed 
them and I have had some fantastic feedback from parents too. 
 
Virtues 

Each half term, we are focusing on a different pair of words and thinking about 
how we can grow more like Jesus in our daily lives.  
 

This half-term our virtues are ‘Learned & Wise’; Learned, finding God in all 
things; and wise in the ways they use their learning for the common good. We 
will establish these virtues by the breadth and depth of the curriculum; by 
excellence of teaching, and the creation of opportunities to become more 
learned and wise. 
 

Sacramental Dates 
Our sacraments this year will take place on the following dates: 
Confirmation – Monday 12th March at 7.00pm 
First Holy Communion – Saturday 9th June at 6.00pm 
You will receive further information regarding the preparation for these after Christmas. 
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Prayer Bags 
As you may be aware the children have been taking it in 
turns in each class to bring home a prayer bag. In the 
prayer bag, you will find the prayers your children are using 
in school, a prayer cloth, candle and cross. There is also a 
prayer book and a card explaining how to use the bag. 
Please pray the prayers together with your child and use the 
prayer book to add any short comments, reflections or 
prayers. The bag should be returned to school the following 
day. Thank you for your support with this; we have had some 
lovely comments from parents regarding the prayer bags. 
 
Thank you! 
Thank you for your fantastic support with all of our non-uniform days over the last three weeks. We 
have had a fantastic amount of donations for our Christmas bazaar. Thank you also for all of the 
very kind gift donations. If anyone has any good quality items that they would like to donate for 
the bazaar, please could you send them into school as soon as possible. 

 
Christmas Jumper Day  
On Thursday 8th December we are taking part in the Save the Children ‘Wear 
Your Christmas Jumper Day’. This is taking place in many schools and workplaces 
around the country, and will raise funds for the ‘Save the Children’ appeal. The 
cost of this will be £1 per child, and you should come to school dressed in your 

craziest Christmas jumpers!!! 
 

Christmas Trips 
Don’t forget to return your slips as soon as possible, with either full payment or a deposit, to book 
your child’s place.  
 

Reception, Y1 and Y2 will be visiting the MAC Theatre to see a production of 
Raymond Briggs’ ‘Father Christmas’ on Tuesday 12th December. The cost of 
this will be £10 per child. 
 

Years 3, 4, 5 and 6 will be visiting the Repertory Theatre in Birmingham to 
see ‘101 Dalmatians’ on Monday 11th December. The cost of this will be 
£12 per child. Please note that this is a matinee performance starting at 2pm 
and so the children will not be back in school until around 5pm. Exact details and running times 
will be confirmed closer to the date.  
 

Reception will also be visiting Polesworth Abbey on Friday 15th December. There will be no charge 
for this trip.  

 
Reception 2018 Admissions  
If your child was born between 1 September 2013 and 31 August 2014 and is due to start school in 

September 2018, it is now time to apply for your school place for them. You 
should have received a letter in the post from the city council.  
 

Just to remind you that your applications should be submitted to the 
City Council NO LATER THAN 4th December. 
You can apply for a Reception place online at 
https://eadmissions.birmingham.gov.uk/prefs.php 
 

You must apply via the city council to be considered for a place at St. Joseph’s even if you have 
an older child here or have completed paperwork in school. If you do not apply to the city 
council you will not be allocated a place in any school.  
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Christmas Dinner 
Our school Christmas dinner will take place on Thursday 14th December. This year, 
the dinner option will be a traditional Christmas dinner – roast turkey, stuffing, roast 
potatoes, vegetables etc, with a fish/vegetarian option. If your child has 
sandwiches and would like a dinner for this day, please ask at the office. The cost 
of Christmas Dinner is £2.25.  
 
St. Joseph’s Parish Christmas Bazaar 
We will be hosting a Christmas Bazaar on the afternoon of Friday 8th December with St. Joseph’s 

Church. There will be lots of lovely and exciting things planned for this (including a visit from 
Father Christmas) and it would be fantastic to see everyone supporting it. There will also 

be a sale of brand new designer kitchen ware, at fantastic prices! Further details will 
follow in the weeks to come, but the bazaar will run from 1.30pm until 3.30pm, and it 
would be wonderful to see everyone coming along. Bring your friends and family too!  
 

If anyone has any raffle prizes or good quality unwanted gifts that they would like to 
donate for the bazaar, please could you send them into school. Thank you! 

 
Christ the King/Advent 
This Sunday is the feast day of Christ the King. Christ the King Sunday 
celebrates Jesus as King, Lord and Messiah. It reminds us that Jesus is a 
King, yet a servant to all. The Feast of Christ the King is also celebrated as 
National Youth Sunday. It is the last Sunday in the church’s liturgical year, 
and the new church year starts on the following Sunday (3rd December), 
with the first Sunday of Advent. Advent is the traditional time of spiritual 
preparation for Christmas. In school, we will be using the ‘Walk with Me’ 
programme of prayer and reflection for advent. The Christ the King Mass 
takes place on Saturday at 6.00pm in St. Joseph’s Church.  

 
St. Joseph’s Mass Times 
Weekly Mass at St. Joseph’s is on Saturday evening at 6.00pm. St. Joseph’s 
Church can be found on Thimblemill Lane and the telephone number is 0121 
327 0235. All families are invited and more than welcome to attend church. I 
look forward to seeing you there! 
Father Stephen  

 
Happy Birthday 
Happy Birthday this week to Divora (Reception), Vincent (Year Two) and Oliver 
(Year Three) 

 
Attendance — week ending 17th November 2017 
Well done to Year Five who achieved an amazing 100% attendance last week! The full 
attendance figures are as follows: 
 

Rec  94% Year One 93%  Year Two 96%   Year Three  94% 
Year Four 94%  Year Five 100%  Year Six 99% 
 

This gives a whole school attendance of 96% which is brilliant! 
 
Many thanks, 
A. Treadwell 
Head Teacher 


