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Dear Parents and Carers… 
 

“Lord, grant that I might not so much seek to be loved as to love.”  
St. Francis of Assisi 

 
 

Dates for your Diary 
Friday 16th February  School closes for half-term   3.15pm 
Mon 19th – Fri 23rd February  Half term Playscheme 
 
Monday 26th February  Return to school     8.55am 
Wednesday 28th February  Confirmation Parents’ meeting   3.30pm 
 
Monday 5th March    Y3/4 Mother’s INSPIRE workshop   1.30pm 
Tuesday 6th March    Y1/2 Mother’s INSPIRE workshop   1.30pm 
Wednesday 7th March   Y5/6 Mother’s INSPIRE workshop   1.30pm 
Friday 9th March    Reception INSPIRE workshop   1.30pm 
Friday 9th March    Family Prayer Group     2.15pm 
 
Monday 12th March   Sacrament of Confirmation   7.00pm 
Tuesday 13th March   Y2 Parents/Carer SATs meeting   2.00pm 
Thursday 15th March   Y6 Parent/Carer SATs meeting   2.00pm 
 
Term Dates 
Thursday 29th March   School closes for Easter holiday   1.00pm 
Monday 16th April    Return to school     8.55am 
 

Monday 7th May   School closed – May Day Bank Holiday 
 

Friday 25th May    School closes for half-term    3.15pm 
Monday 4th June   Return to school     8.55am 
 

Monday 2nd July    School Closed - INSET day  
 

Friday 20th July   School closes for Summer    1.00pm 
 
Half Term 
A reminder that we break up on Friday (16th) for half-term. We return to school on Monday 26th 
February at 8.55am prompt. I hope you have a lovely holiday with your family. 
 
Confirmation Meeting 
The next Confirmation meeting will take place during the first week back on Wednesday 28th 
February at 3.30pm. It is essential that all parents attend this meeting, particularly as we are 
getting closer to the Confirmation date on Monday 12th March. 
 
Parents’ Evening 
Thank you to all the parents and carers who attended Parents’ Evening. We had a great turn out 
and it was encouraging to hear so many positive comments from parents.  
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School Mass 
School Mass during the first week back will take place on Wednesday 28th February for the Second 
week of Lent. It starts at 9.30am. You are all very welcome to attend – you do not have to be 
Catholic to come to Mass.  
 
Half-term Playscheme 
We still have a few places available in our half-term playscheme for Years One –Six. It will run for 
five days next week from 9.30am – 2pm and prices are as follows: 
 

5 days - £25   4 days - £20    3 Days - £15    2 Days - £10    1 Day - £7.50 
 

Please note that all places must be pre-booked and paid for in full, and your child will be issued 
with an admission card that they must bring with them each day. They will be given to children on 
the last day of term.  Please ensure that these are kept in a safe place as no child will be allowed 
entry without their card. We are looking forward to a really fun-packed week for the children! 
 
New Uniform Supplier 
Following several complaints last year regarding parents and carers having problems with the 
online ordering system from Tesco, we have taken your opinions into account, and so have signed 
up to a new uniform supplier. Many of you will have seen the display at Parents’ Evening 
yesterday and will have had the chance to look at the new stock. It will be available to buy from 
a shop that is situated in Handsworth, as well as online, and we will also have uniform sale days 
here in school at the end of the school year where you can purchase uniform directly. I hope that 
this will make things much easier for you when buying your child’s uniform.  
 

Our new supplier is called Gogna Schoolwear and our uniform will be 
available in their shop from next Wednesday. This shop is situated at 67-69 
Rookery Road, Handsworth, B21 9QU, and you can also order online at 
www.gognaschoolwear.co.uk 
 
SATs Meetings 
You will see above that we have arranged two meetings for Parents regarding SATs. There will be 
a meeting for Y2 parents and carers on Tuesday 13th March at 2pm and a meeting for Y6 parents 
and carers on Thursday 15th March at 2pm. This is an important meeting which will be an 
opportunity for you to find out about the SATS tests and their importance to your child’s 
education. We will show you the sort of work that your children have to do and discuss the ways 
that you can be more involved in your child’s progress. Please put this date in your diary! 
 
 
Goodbye and Thank you! 
This week we are saying goodbye to Mrs Bryan, our school cook, who is retiring on Friday. Mrs 
Bryan has been here with us at St. Joseph’s for over 40 years and has been an very important 
person in the lives of all of the children that have passed through St. Joseph’s over that time. She 
has worked very hard to ensure that the children (and many of the staff!) have a lovely, healthy 
and freshly cooked meal every day and has also supported us fantastically with any functions and 

events that ewe have had in school. All of the children are very fond of her 
and she will be very much missed by everyone here. On behalf of all of the 
staff, governors, children and families, I would like to thank Mrs Bryan most 
sincerely for all of her years of service and dedication to our school. We wish 
you all the best in your retirement and hope that you will take with you many 
happy memories of your time with us. May God bless you.  

 
Mother’s Day Inspire Workshops 
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Letters will be going out tomorrow today for the Mother’s Day Inspire workshops, which will take 
place from the 5th – 9th March. The theme for the workshops is Mother’s Day and they are 
designed for the children to work on art and craft themed activities with their parent/carer in 
school. The dates are listed above, so please keep them in your diaries!  
 
Lent 
Lent begins today, with a holy day known as Ash Wednesday, when 
we go to Mass and receive ashes on our foreheads as a sign of 
penance, or sorrow for our sins. It is a special day in the church, known 
as  a holy day, when all Christians are supposed to go to church. Ash 
Wednesday is the first of the 40 days of Lent, which represents firstly the 
Israelites’ journey from slavery in Egypt to the Promised Land and also 
the time that Jesus spent in the wilderness preparing for His Ministry when He would preach and 
heal the people. The word ‘Lent’ means ‘to lengthen’, and is used as because Lent is observed in 
spring, when the days begin to get longer. Lent is our time to prepare for the coming of Jesus at 
Easter. Jesus died to free us from sin and to bring us forgiveness, so during Lent, we remember the 
sacrifice that he made for us. Traditionally, we give something up for Lent, such as chocolate or 
sweets, as a small way of representing this sacrifice, the money we save is then given to the poor. 
In Lent we practise Prayer, Fasting and Almsgiving.  On Ash Wednesday, we do not eat meat. 

 In days gone by, people would eat very basic food throughout Lent, as it is a 
time of abstinence, or giving things up. On Shrove Tuesday, or Pancake Day, they 

used up all of the rich foods in their house, such as eggs, fat and butter, and 
made them into pancakes. Traditionally on Shrove Tuesday, people would also 

go to confession, to prepare themselves for Lent. The name ‘Shrove’ comes from 
the word "shriven", which means ‘to be forgiven for your sins’.  

 

At school, we are encouraging the children to do something for Lent, not necessarily to 
give something up, but to think of a way in which they can act more positively, such as trying to 
be more patient or to help around the house. 

 
St. Joseph’s Mass Times 
Weekly Mass at St. Joseph’s is on Saturday evening at 6.00pm. St. Joseph’s 
Church can be found on Thimblemill Lane and the telephone number is 0121 
327 0235. All families are invited and more than welcome to attend church. I 
look forward to seeing you there! 
Father Stephen  

 

Happy Birthday 
Happy Birthday this week to Meron (Reception) & Adoniah (Year One). 
 
 
Attendance — week ending 9th February 2018 
Well done to Year One & Year Five who achieved a brilliant 99% attendance! The full attendance 
figures are as follows: 
 

 

Rec  94% Year One 99%  Year Two 95%   Year Three  96%  
Year Four 98%  Year Five 99%  Year Six 92% 
 
 

 

This gives a whole school attendance of 96% 
 
Many thanks, 
A. Treadwell 
Head Teacher 


