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“The future is something which everyone reaches at the rate of  
sixty minutes an hour whatever he does, whoever he is.” 

 

C. S. Lewis 
 Dear Parents, Pupils, Staff and Parishioners, 

 

What a fantastic start we have had to the school year! The children have all come in looking splendid in their 
new school uniforms and many of them have delighted in telling me how proud they feel wearing it, which 
is always nice to hear. 
 

This week, Year 5 have visited Stratford to see and learn the history of Mary Arden’s House. Next week, Year 
5 will go back with Year 2. During this visit though, Year 5 will be acting as tour guide showing Year 2 and the 
public around the house and imparting to them what they have learned about each room and the House’s 
history. 
 

Finally, I would like to thank everyone for the warm welcome I have received and I am looking forward to 
getting to know you all over the coming months and years ahead. 
 

God Bless 
Mrs Ashley  Dates for your Diary 
 

Tuesday 17th September  Y2 & Y5 visit to Stratford (Shakespeare project) 
Wednesday 18th September  School Mass led by Y5    9.30am 
Friday 20th September  EAL Coffee Morning     9.30am 
 

w/c 23rd September   New curriculum workshops  
 
Wednesday 2nd October  Reception Welcome Service   2.00pm 
 

Wednesday 16th October  Parents’ Evening     2.30pm – 5.30pm 
     (school finishes at 2.15pm) 
 

Thursdya 24th October  Reception Open Day     9.15-10.30am 
     (for children starting Sep 2020) 

 
Friday 25th October   School closes for half-term    3.15pm 
 

Monday 4th November  Return to school     8.55am 
  School Family Mass 
Our School Family Mass next week will be on Wednesday 18th September at 9.30am as a votive Mass 
for St. Matthew, and will be led by Y5. It would be wonderful if more parents and carers (and wider family 
such as Grandparents) could join us for our weekly family Masses. The children lead the Liturgy and 
they work hard to prepare their readings each week. If you have never been to one of our Masses why 
not come along and try it? You are all welcome to attend and you do not have to be Catholic to come 
to Mass. 



 

If you have any safeguarding concerns please contact one of the safeguarding team; 
Mrs Ashley, Miss Price, Mrs Pattinson, Mr Caffrey and Miss Collins. 

 
Grateful & Generous 

After School Clubs 
Letters have been sent home regarding afterschool club places today. If your child did not receive a 
letter they have not been successful in getting a place this time.  
 

All afterschool clubs start next week for those children who did receive a letter. Please remember that 
you must pay for the after school session in advance, and that your child must be collected promptly at 
4.15pm. 
 

Karate will resume for all children who previously attended on Tuesday, due to them progressing through 
grading and assessments. If any places become available, we will contact those on the waiting list.  
 Parents Workshops 
You should have received a letter yesterday regarding our Curriculum Workshops. These are based on 
the National Curriculum and designed to show you a little of what your children are learning in school, 
so that you can help them at home. Please return your slips as soon as possible to confirm your place  
 

Monday 23rd September  1.30pm  Y1 workshop 
Tuesday 24th September  1.30pm  Y2 workshop  
Wednesday 25th September  1.30pm  Reception workshop  
Thursday 26th September  1.30pm  Y5 workshop  
Friday 27th September  1.30pm  Y4 workshop  
Monday 30th October  1.30pm  Y3 workshop  
Tuesday 1st October   1.30pm  Y6 workshop  Reception Welcome Service –Wednesday 2nd October 
We will be holding a special service on Wednesday 2nd October at 2.00pm to welcome all of our new 
Reception children and their parents and carers. It would be lovely if all Reception parents or carers 
could come, as the children will be taking part in this service too. Please come along to this first special 
event for your child. We are looking forward to seeing you. 
 EAL Coffee Morning 

On Friday 20th September from 9am to 10am, Mrs Carpenter will be holding a Coffee 
Morning for EAL parents and carers. Come along and enjoy free tea, coffee and 
refreshments, meet new friends, share ideas and discuss any concerns you may have. 
We will also talk about issues such as road safety, helping your child with homework 
and accessing EAL classes. 

 Aldi Kit for Schools 
This term we are collecting Team GB stickers with Aldi’s Kit for Schools for the 
chance to be one of 20 primary schools to win £20,000. From 6th September – 3rd 
November, when you spend £30 or more in any Aldi store, you’ll receive a special 
Team GB sticker – if our school works together to collect 300 stickers, we will 
automatically receive an exclusive school sports kit, in addition to entry into the 
£20,000 prize draw! Please send any stickers you receive into school with your 
children, or bring them in yourself to add to our collection box in the school entrance, 
and we will add them to our sticker poster. Remember to ask your family and friends to collect stickers 
for us too. We will keep everyone up to date with how many stickers we have collected, and how many 
we have to go. Thank you for your support on this project – we look forward to receiving your stickers! Dropping off Children / Late arrivals to school 



 

If you have any safeguarding concerns please contact one of the safeguarding team; 
Mrs Ashley, Miss Price, Mrs Pattinson, Mr Caffrey and Miss Collins. 

 
Grateful & Generous 

Many thanks for your understanding and cooperation with our new policy regarding other people 
collecting your child at the end of the day. If there are still any parents who need to add names to their 
child’s contact list, please come into the school office. 
 

Just a few reminders regarding our policies for dropping off and collecting children…. 
 

• If you drive to school, please be conscious of where you park. The staff car park gates are in 
constant use and should not be blocked. Likewise the entrance and car park of Camrose 
Tower should not be used for parking either. This is a sheltered accommodation block, which 
houses many elderly and frail people. Access is required at all times, particularly for 
ambulances and emergency vehicles to attend.  

 

• Zig-zag line markings on the road (outside school) mean that you cannot stop or park there 
for any length of time, even to drop off children. It is also an offence to stop for any length 
of time on zig-zag lines, and you may be fined or receive penalty points on your license. The 
road markings are there for the protection of your families, so please be mindful of this.  

 

• Children should be accompanied to the gate/door and should not be left on the road side or to 
cross the road unaccompanied. Rocky Lane is now a bus route and is very busy, especially in 
the mornings with cars coming to school and trying to get in and out of the car park. They should 
also not be left in the playground alone before the gates or doors are opened at 8.50am. Staff 
do not supervise the children in the morning, and school is not responsible for children before 
this time.   

 

• If your child is late arriving to school, it is very important that you accompany your child into 
school and sign them in on our electronic system.  Likewise, it is important that if your child is 
collected late (or early), they are signed out by a responsible adult. This is very important in terms 
of keeping your child safe. Children arriving after 9.00am are marked as late and arrival after 
9.15am results in a ‘U’ mark, which is actually an unauthorised absence and affects your child’s 
attendance. The system records who has signed the child out, at what time and the reason for 
late collection.  Please note that if a child arrives to school unaccompanied, or you do not sign 
them in or out, it will be done by a member of staff, and the reason recorded as ‘No Adult 
Present’.  

 

Thank you for your support with these important safety issues. 
 
 Y6 Secondary Transfer Applications for September 2020 
All children in Year 6 should have received a letter before the holiday with details on how to apply for a 
secondary school place for September 2020. Online application is now open on the Birmingham City 
Council website. Please note that paper applications are no longer available and applications must be 
submitted via the website. If you need any assistance with this, please come into school and we will be 
happy to help. 
 

Secondary Transfer preferences for school places must be submitted to the City council by Thursday 
31st October 2019. Please ensure that you have applied for places by then, as late applications are less 
likely to get the school of their choice.  
   Jumpers and Cardigans 



 

If you have any safeguarding concerns please contact one of the safeguarding team; 
Mrs Ashley, Miss Price, Mrs Pattinson, Mr Caffrey and Miss Collins. 

 
Grateful & Generous 

I would like to remind you how important it is to check that your child’s jumpers and cardigans are all 
clearly labelled with their names. Children often take off their jumpers, particularly in 
the playground, and forget where they have left them. If other children then pick them 
up and take them home believing them to be theirs, we will not be able to trace them 
without names.  It is much easier to reunite lost jumpers with their owners if they are 
labelled! Thank you.  
 Email Newsletter 
We are currently thinking about environmental issues in school and looking at ways in which we can 
help both our school environment and the wider global environment. One of the ides that we have had 
is to make the newsletter available via email / the school website instead of using lots of paper to print 
lots of letters each week! If you would be happy to start receiving your newsletter by email at a later 
date, please fill in the slip at the bottom of the newsletter today and return it to school giving your email 
address. 
 St. Joseph’s Mass Times 

Weekly Mass at St. Joseph’s is on Saturday evening at 6.00pm. St. Joseph’s Church 
can be found on Thimblemill Lane and the telephone number is 0121 327 0235. All 
families are invited and more than welcome to attend church. I look forward to seeing 
you there! Father Stephen  

 
 Happy Birthday 
Happy Birthday this week to Etham (Year Two), Heran (Year Three) and Theressa &  
Matthew (Year Six) 
 
 
Many thanks, 

M. Ashley 
Head Teacher   
 
 
 
 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. Email Newsletter 
 

Child’s Name …………………………………………………… Class ………………. 
 

My family would be happy to start receiving my child’s newsletter by email at a later date to be arranged.  
I would like my newsletter to be sent to the following email address: 

 
……………………………………………………………………….. 

 
I give permission for my data to be processed for the purposes of sending a weekly newsletter by email 

 
Parent/Carer Name ………………………………………. Signed …………………………….. 


