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“We could never learn to be brave and patient if there  
were only joy in the world.” 

― Helen Keller 
 Dear Parents, Carers, Pupils, Staff and Parishioners, 

 

As we come to the end of the first half term, I would like to thank you for the wonderful welcome I have 
received. St Joseph’s is a wonderful school which has a welcoming and supportive community and this is in 
evidence wherever you look. At our Harvest Mass this week, I felt a sense of wonder and awe at the 
generosity of our school community. The vast number of toiletries and food donations we have received 
from you, for the local food bank, is truly amazing and I thank you for this. It truly is an honour and privileged 
to be the Headteacher of this amazing school community. 
 

With the half term upon us, can I wish you all a happy, restful and safe holiday. 
 
God Bless 
Mrs Ashley 
Head Teacher   
  Dates for your Diary 
 

Friday 25th October   School closes for half-term    3.15pm 
 

Monday 4th November  Return to school     8.55am 
Wednesday 6th November  All Saints Day Mass     9.30am 
Wednesday 6th November   Dress up as a Saint day  
 

Wednesday 13th November  First Holy Communion Meeting   3.30pm 
Thursday 14th November  Nasal Flu Vaccinations 
Friday 15th November  Wear Red Non-Uniform Day – 50p 
 

 Half-term holiday 
Just a reminder that we break up today for our half-term 
holiday. We return to school on Monday 4th November at 
8.55am.  
 

 Harvest Festival Family Mass 
Thank you to everyone who supported our Harvest Festival this week. We collected a huge amount of 
food which we will take to St. the Aston & Nechells Foodbank to be distributed amongst people in need.  
 
 
 School Mass 



 

If you have any safeguarding concerns please contact one of the safeguarding team; 
Mrs Ashley, Miss Price, Mrs Pattinson, Mr Caffrey and Miss Collins. 

 
Grateful & Generous 

Our first Mass back after the holiday will take place on Wednesday 6th November and will be a Mass of 
All Saints. It would be wonderful if more parents and carers (and wider family such as Grandparents) 
could join us for our weekly family Masses. The children lead the Liturgy and they work hard to prepare 
their readings each week. If you have never been to one of our Masses why not come along and try it? 
You are all welcome to attend and you do not have to be Catholic to come to Mass. 
 Holy Day of Obligation – All Saints Day 
All Saints Day is a Holy Day of Obligation, where all Catholics should go to Mass. It falls on Friday 1st 
November (during the half-term) and Mass will be held at St. Joseph’s Church at 12pm. Everyone is 
welcome and encouraged to attend. 
 Half-term Playscheme 
A reminder to everyone who has signed up for the Playscheme that it runs Monday to 
Friday between 9.30am – 2.00pm. Please ensure that your child is collected promptly 
at this time by a responsible adult. You will also be required to sign them in on arrival. 
Your child will need to bring a packed lunch with them each day and plenty to drink.   
 

All children who have booked places have been issued with an admission card today that they must 
bring with them each day. Please ensure that these are kept in a safe place as no child will be allowed 
entry without their card. We are really looking forward to the Playscheme, which is going to be a lot of 
fun, and hope that you are too. 
 All Saints Day 
On Wednesday 6th November we will be celebrating All Saints Day by having a dressing up day. You 
can either come dressed as your favourite Saint, or as something that they represent, for example, Saint 
Luke is the Patron Saint of the medical profession, so you could come dressed as a doctor or surgeon 
to represent Saint Luke, or Saint Michael the Archangel is the patron saint of Police Officers and 

Soldiers. Halloween costumes, such as devils, monsters and witches are not 
allowed, so please do not send your child dressed this way.  It would be lovely if 
your child could find out a little about the Saint that represents their chosen 
costume and bring this information into school to share with their class. We will be 
having a fancy dress parade in the afternoon and treats for the children! You will 
receive a letter today detailing some ideas of costumes that you could come in.  

 Allergies in School / Birthday Treats 
It is lovely that so many people send in treats for their child’s class when they are celebrating a birthday. 
I would just ask that you please bear in mind that we have a number of children with severe allergies in 
school, and therefore we cannot have any nuts, or cakes and sweets containing nuts (e.g. Snickers in 
‘Celebrations’, certain sweets in Quality Street & Roses) in school. Nuts of any type are also not 
permitted in school lunchboxes. Thank you for your support with this important health and safety issue. 
 

Also due to the number of allergies that we have in school, it is becoming increasingly difficult to 
distribute cakes amongst children. Therefore I would ask that if you would like to send in anything for 
your child to share with their friends, if possible please could it be portioned and individually wrapped, 
so that it can be sent home with the children. That way the child’s parent or carer can see whether it is 
something that their child is able to eat. Feedback from Parents’ Evening Questionnaire 



 

If you have any safeguarding concerns please contact one of the safeguarding team; 
Mrs Ashley, Miss Price, Mrs Pattinson, Mr Caffrey and Miss Collins. 

 
Grateful & Generous 

As you know, at Parents’ Evening this term we conducted a questionnaire amongst parents and carers 
in order to find out your views on the provision delivered by school. Of 141 families within school, we 
received 77 completed questionnaires. All of the questions asked had a majority of positive answers, 
with 68% of all questions having a 90% or higher positive response rate.  Over the next few weeks, we 
will share with you some of the feedback that we received…. 
 

Q1: My child enjoys school  - 77 participants responded to this question 
Strongly agree Agree Neither agree nor 

disagree Disagree Strongly disagree 

60% (46/77) 40%  (31/77) 
100% positive responses   

All respondents felt that their child/ren enjoyed school 
 
Q2: My child feels safe at school – 77 participants responded to this question 

Strongly agree Agree Neither agree nor 
disagree Disagree Strongly disagree 

62% (48/77) 38% (29/77)    
100% positive responses 

All respondents felt that their child/ren felt safe at school 
 

Q3: The school understand my child’s needs and responds to them - 77 participants responded to this 
question 

Strongly agree Agree Neither agree nor 
disagree Disagree Strongly disagree 

39% (30/77) 52% (40/77) 8% (6/77)  1% (1/77) 
91% positive responses 8% neutral 1% negative 

91% (70 from 77) of respondents felt that school understood their child’s needs and responded well to them. 8% (6 
from 77) had neutral opinions on this question, and 1% (1 from 77) disagreed.  
 
Q4: My child gets on well with children from various backgrounds – 77 participants responded to this 
question 

Strongly agree Agree Neither agree nor 
disagree Disagree Strongly disagree 

52% (40/77) 44% (34/77) 4% (3/77)   
96% positive responses 4% neutral 

96% (74 from 77) of respondents felt that their child gets on well with children from various backgrounds.  
 
As you can see the responses to the first four questions were very positive! If you do have any concerns 
regarding your child’s needs in school, please do not hesitate to make an appointment to see me. Your 
child’s wellbeing and happiness is our primary concern and we are here to ensure that your child is able 
to achieve their best. 
 Y6 Secondary Transfer Applications for September 2020 – FINAL WEEK! 
A final reminder that Secondary School Transfer preferences for school places must be submitted to 
the City council by Thursday 31st October 2019 (NEXT Thursday). If you have not already done so, it is 
vital that you have applied for places by then or you may not get a school place for your child.    



 

If you have any safeguarding concerns please contact one of the safeguarding team; 
Mrs Ashley, Miss Price, Mrs Pattinson, Mr Caffrey and Miss Collins. 

 
Grateful & Generous 

Flu Nasal Spray Vaccine 
Every child in school has received a consent form for the nasal flu vaccine, which will be given in school 
on 14th November. It is important that you return the form even if you do not wish your child to have the 
vaccine; the NHS requires a completed form for every child in school. There is information to complete 
on BOTH SIDES of the form so please read it carefully.   A Message from Birmingham City Council - EU Settlement Scheme 
All EU citizens and their family members must apply to the EU Settlement Scheme to continue living in 
the UK after 31 December 2020. The EU Settlement Scheme gives EU citizens the immigration status 
they need to continue to live, work and study in the UK. Please share this information with families 
attending your schools to ensure they apply to the Scheme. Information is available at 
https://www.gov.uk/settled-status-eu-citizens-families 
 

Next week EU Settlement Scheme pop up events will be taking place in Birmingham, where the Home 
Office will be on-hand to provide information about the EU Settlement Scheme to local residents and 
organisations. During the pop-up people can drop in and ask questions, make an application to the EU 
Settlement Scheme as well as find out more information, including the wider support that is available. 
 

Tuesday 29 October 2019 - 10am -12.30pm -  Carrs Lane Centre, Carrs Lane, Birmingham B4 7SX 
 

Tuesday 29 October 2019 - 2.30pm - 5pm - St Barnabas Church Centre, High Street, Erdington 
 
 St. Joseph’s Mass Times 

Weekly Mass at St. Joseph’s is on Saturday evening at 6.00pm. St. Joseph’s Church 
can be found on Thimblemill Lane and the telephone number is 0121 327 0235. All 
families are invited and more than welcome to attend church. I look forward to seeing 
you there! Father Stephen  

 
 
 Happy Birthday 
Happy Birthday this week and over the holiday to Adolina & Z'Mari (Reception), Nicola 
(Year One), Amir & Victoria (Year Two) and Rohi, Lewis & Lily (Year Four). 
 
 
 Attendance – week ending 18th October 2019 
Well done to Year One who achieved an incredible 100% attendance for last week. The full attendance 
figures are as follows: 
 

Rec  86% Year One 100%  Year Two 96%   Year Three  99%  
Year Four 99%  Year Five 98%  Year Six 98% 
 

This gives a whole school attendance of 97%.  
 House Champions  
Well done to St. John Paul II who were our House Point Champions this week! 
Keep working hard to achieve house points for your house.  
 


