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“What has a person to fear who lives in the arms and bosom of God?” 

St. Paul of the Cross 

 
 

Dear Parents, Carers, Pupils, Staff and Parishioners, 
 

This week started with Remembrance Sunday and on Monday, we held a remembrance assembly, in which 
we participated in 2 minutes silence remembering all the fallen soldiers in the wars. This then led into our 
Remembrance and Poetry Week. All week the children have been writing and learning poetry based on 
remembering our soldiers and today we celebrated a poetry assembly, where each class delivered a poem 
based on this theme and we wore red as a sign of remembrance. It was a lovely way of honouring our passed 
service men and women and end to the week. 
 

On Wednesday evening, the parents of our children who will be making their first Holy Communion in June 
met. Father Stephen explained to us about why we celebrate Mass and the importance of the Eucharist 
during each service. On Saturday 23rd November at 6pm, we will be celebrating the first Holy Communion 
Commitment Mass, where the children and parents commit to the programme. Please keep our children and 
parents in your prayer during this very special time. 
 

God Bless 

Mrs Ashley 

Head Teacher   
 

Dates for your Diary 

Wednesday 20th November  School Mass – led by Year 6   9.30am 
Wednesday 20th November  Reception visit to Sealife  
Friday 22nd November   Wear Green Non-Uniform Day – cost 50p 
 

Monday 25th November   Y3 & Y4 INSPIRE Workshop    1.30pm 
Tuesday 26th November   Y1 & Y2 INSPIRE Workshop    1.30pm 
Wednesday 27th November  Reception INSPIRE Workshop    1.30pm 
Thursday 28th November  Y5 & Y6 INSPIRE Workshop    1.30pm 
Friday 29th November   Wear Blue Non-Uniform Day – cost 50p 
 

Wednesday 4th December  Rec , Year One and Year Two Film Night   1pm - 2.30pm 
Year Three, Four, Five and Six Film Night  3pm - 4.30pm 

Friday 6th December   Y1 & Y2 Choral Outreach concert at  1.00pm 
     St Chad’s Cathedral 
 

Christmas Dates for your Diary 
Tuesday 10th December   Rec , Year One and Year Two School Disco  2pm - 3pm 

Year Three, Four, Five and Six School Disco  3pm - 4pm 
Thursday 12th December   Christmas Dinner day 
Friday 13th December   Wear your Christmas Jumper day - cost £1 
     Father Christmas’ visit to St. Joseph’s  
 

Monday 16th December   Reception, Y1 & Y2 Christmas Assembly  1.30pm 
Tuesday 17th December   Y3 & Y4 Christmas Assembly   1.30pm 
Wednesday 18th December  Y5 & Y6 Christmas Assembly   1.30pm 
Thursday 19th December  Christmas Carol Concert    2.00pm 
Friday 20th December   School closes for Christmas holiday  1.00pm 



If you have any safeguarding concerns please contact one of the safeguarding team; 
Mrs Ashley, Miss Price, Mrs Pattinson, Mr Caffrey and Miss Collins. 

 

Attentive & Discerning 

School Mass 
Our next School Mass will take place on Wednesday 20th November led by Year 3. The children lead the 
Liturgy and they work hard to prepare their readings each week. If you have never been to one of our Masses 
why not come along and try it? You are all welcome to attend and you do not have to be Catholic to come 
to Mass. 
 

Christmas Fundraising Events 
You will have received a letter this week with details of the fundraising events that we are running this term 
in place of a Christmas Bazaar. We have tried to make the events fun and interesting so that there is 
something for everyone. They are optional but we would very much appreciate your support with these. 
Please note that we are not taking any bookings for the Father Christmas, Disco or Film Night until the 
individual letters and consent forms are sent out closer to the dates. Places are available in all activities for 
all children, and are not limited this year.   
 

Fundraising – Non Uniform Day next Friday 22nd – Wear Green – 50p 
Thank you for your fantastic support today with our wear red non-uniform day, which raised £81.35. Our 
next fundraising event takes place next Friday with our ‘wear green non-uniform’ day. The cost of this will 
be 50p per child. Thank you for your support with this. 
 

INSPIRE Workshops 
Letters have gone out this week for our INSPIRE workshops, which are starting 
on Monday 25th November. The dates are listed above, but please return your 
consent forms as soon as you can to book your place.  The workshops will be 
craft-based and on the theme of Advent. Please make every effort to come 
along and support your child. The children love having their parents and 
carers in school with them, and this is a lovely way to start your preparations 
for Christmas together.   

 

First Communion Commitment Mass  
Thank you to all of the families that attended the First Communion meeting this week. Our special Mass of 
Commitment for all First Holy Communion families will take place on Saturday 23rd November at 6pm in St. 
Joseph’s Church.  
 

Money and Pensions Advice 
Bloomsbury Estate Management Board (BEMB) are holding a free event on Wednesday 20th  November, 
where you can get advice on: benefits, energy efficiency, utilities, affordable credit, debt advice, income 
management, rent arrears advice, budgeting and being ready for work and employment. There will be 
representatives from BEMB, Birmingham City Council and other partner agencies present, and activities to 
keep children entertained while you chat!! It takes place from 3.30pm – 5.30pm at the Nechells Wellbeing 
Centre (Sports Centre) on Rupert Street and all are welcome.  
 

Appontments 
Where possible, please can any appointments (doctors, opticians, dentists etc) for your child be made 
outside of school time? We have had a large number of children being taken out of school recently to attend 
appointments, which means they are missing valuable lesson time. Thank you for your understanding with 
this.  
 



If you have any safeguarding concerns please contact one of the safeguarding team; 
Mrs Ashley, Miss Price, Mrs Pattinson, Mr Caffrey and Miss Collins. 

 

Attentive & Discerning 

Feedback from Parents’ Evening Questionnaire 
Here are the next four summaries from our Parents’ Evening feedback… 
 

Q7: My child is taught well at school – 74 participants responded to this question 

Strongly agree Agree 
Neither agree nor 

disagree 
Disagree Strongly disagree 

43% (32/74) 56% (41/73)  1%(1/74)  

99% positive responses 1% neutral 

99% of respondents agreed that their child was taught well at school. 

Q8: My child experiences a wide and varied curriculum at school – 74 participants responded to this 
question 

Strongly agree Agree 
Neither agree nor 

disagree 
Disagree Strongly disagree 

38% (28/74) 53% (39/74) 8% (6/74)  1% (1/74) 

91% positive responses 8% neutral 1% neutral 

91% of respondents felt that their child experienced a wide and varied curriculum. Only one person felt negatively 
about this area, suggesting that those who answered neutrally would maybe benefit from more clarification of what 
their child is learning. Did you know that Curriculum Maps are available on the school website for each class?  

Q9: My child is making good progress – 74 participants responded to this question 

Strongly agree Agree 
Neither agree nor 

disagree 
Disagree Strongly disagree 

53% (39/74) 35% (26/74) 12% (9/74)  

88% positive responses 12% neutral 

88% of respondents felt that their child was making good progress at school. No parents or carers felt negatively 
about this question, suggesting that those who answered neutrally would maybe benefit from more clarification of 
how their child is progressing. 

Q10: My child feels motivated to work hard and achieve to the best of their abilities – 73 participants 
responded to this question 

Strongly agree Agree 
Neither agree nor 

disagree 
Disagree Strongly disagree 

45% (33/73) 45% (33/73) 10% (7/73)  

90% positive responses 10% neutral 

90% of respondents felt that their child felt motivated to work hard and achieve 

As you can see the responses to these questions were mostly positive, with only two negative responses to 
all four questions. If you do have any concerns regarding your child’s needs in school, please do not hesitate 
to make an appointment to see me. Your child’s wellbeing and happiness is our primary concern and we are 
here to ensure that your child is able to achieve their best. 

 

The Book People – Big Book Boost 
You may have heard of, or used, ‘The Book People’, a website that sells heavily 
discounted books for both children and adults. They are currently running a 
scheme called the ‘Big Book Boost’, which is a fundraising scheme that raises 

money for schools. Every time you place an order with the Book People over £10, they will donate £1 to a 
school of your choice for them to spend on books! So, if you are ordering from the Book People, please 
remember to choose us as your nominated school when you check out. You can search for us by our postcode 
(B7 5HA) to make sure you get the right St. Joseph’s!  
 
 
 



If you have any safeguarding concerns please contact one of the safeguarding team; 
Mrs Ashley, Miss Price, Mrs Pattinson, Mr Caffrey and Miss Collins. 

 

Attentive & Discerning 

Email newsletter 
Last week we sent out the newsletter by email for the first time to all those parents and carers who sent in 
their email addresses. We will continue to do this alongside sending out paper copies for the time being, 
with a view to the email becoming totally electronic in the near future. If you would like to start receiving 
the newsletter electronically, please bring your email address into the school office.  

 

St. Joseph’s Mass Times 
Weekly Mass at St. Joseph’s is on Saturday evening at 6.00pm. St. Joseph’s Church can be 
found on Thimblemill Lane and the telephone number is 0121 327 0235. All families are 
invited and more than welcome to attend church. I look forward to seeing you there!  
Father Stephen 

 

Happy Birthday 
Happy Birthday this week to Kezia (Reception), Mekseb (Year One), Seim (Year Two),  
Kaleab (Year Four) and Aaron (Year Five) 
 

Attendance – week ending 8th November 2019 
Well done to Year One, Two, Three, Four and Six who all achieved a fabulous 99% attendance for last week! 
The full attendance figures are as follows: 
 

Rec  93% Year One 99%  Year Two 99%   Year Three  99%  
Year Four 99%  Year Five 98%  Year Six 99% 
 

This gives a whole school attendance of 98%, which is brilliant! Please try to keep this up. 
 

 

House Champions  
Well done to St. Maximilian Kolbe who were our House Point Champions this week! Keep 
working hard to achieve house points for your house.  
 

 

Star of the Week 
Our stars this week were: 
 

Reception  Emanuele for showing good independent skills 
Year One  Aryam  for trying hard with her handwriting 
Year Two  Etham  for fabulous Maths work 
Year Three Dylan  for writing a really good Remembrance Day poem 
Year Four  Evelina  for reading lots of history books from the library  

to support her topic work 
Year Five  Haddy  for writing a beautiful Remembrance Day Poem 
Year Six  Aiza  for being an excellent example to all others 


