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““Prepare a path for God so that he can enter your heart.” 

St. John Baptist de la Salle 
 

Dear Parents, Carers, Pupils, Staff and Parishioners, 
 

On Wednesday, our Reception children visited the Sea Life Centre in Birmingham City 
Centre. It was a fantastic afternoon for the children and the teachers, who all came 
back smiling and full of the wonders of what they had seen. Mrs Caffrey and Mrs Turner 
really praised the children upon their return to school, saying how well behaved the 
children were and what a delight it was to see all the smiling faces and at times to see 
awe in their eyes. Well done Reception, you were a credit to our school. 
 

Today, as part of our Advent fund raising, the children and staff were allowed to wear 
green. Thank you to all the children, staff and families who took part, it was lovely to 
see all the different shades of green given us by God in this wonderful world that he 
made.  
 

Just a quick reminder, for all the children due to make their First Holy Communion this 
academic year, our Mass of Commitment takes place at St Joseph’s Church at 6.00pm 
this Saturday. Please keep the children and families in your prayers. 
 

God Bless 

Mrs Ashley  

Head Teacher   
 

Dates for your Diary 

Monday 25th November   Y3 & Y4 INSPIRE Workshop    1.30pm 
Tuesday 26th November   Y1 & Y2 INSPIRE Workshop    1.30pm 
Wednesday 27th November  Reception INSPIRE Workshop    1.30pm 
Thursday 28th November  Y5 & Y6 INSPIRE Workshop    1.30pm 
Friday 29th November   Wear Blue Non-Uniform Day – cost 50p 
 

Wednesday 4th December  Rec, Year One and Year Two Film Night   1pm - 2.30pm 
Year Three, Four, Five and Six Film Night  3pm - 4.30pm 

Friday 6th December   Y1 & Y2 Choral Outreach concert at  1.00pm 
     St Chad’s Cathedral 
 

Christmas Dates for your Diary 
Tuesday 10th December   Rec, Year One and Year Two School Disco  2pm - 3pm 

Year Three, Four, Five and Six School Disco  3pm - 4pm 
Thursday 12th December   Christmas Dinner day 
Friday 13th December   Wear your Christmas Jumper day - cost £1 
     Father Christmas’ visit to St. Joseph’s  
 

Monday 16th December   Reception, Y1 & Y2 Christmas Assembly  1.30pm 
Tuesday 17th December   Y3 & Y4 Christmas Assembly   1.30pm 
Wednesday 18th December  Y5 & Y6 Christmas Assembly   1.30pm 
Thursday 19th December  Christmas Carol Concert    2.00pm 
Friday 20th December   School closes for Christmas holiday  1.00pm 
 

Monday 6th January   School reopens     8.55am 
Friday 17th January    School closed for INSET day 



If you have any safeguarding concerns please contact one of the safeguarding team; 
Mrs Ashley, Miss Price, Mrs Pattinson, Mr Caffrey and Miss Collins. 

 

Attentive & Discerning 

Admissions Consultation - Proposed Admission Arrangements 2021/22 
Every seven years schools must consult on their admissions arrangements and it has now been seven years since our 
school has consulted on these arrangements. We are beginning a consultation period which requires us to publish 

our proposed Admission Arrangements for 2021/22. 
 

Birmingham City Council is facilitating the consultation on behalf of St Joseph’s Catholic Primary School and this 
consultation will meet all requirements as specified by the School Admissions Code. 

The consultation period will begin on Monday 25th November 2019 and will end on Monday 6 January 2020. A copy of 
the Admissions Arrangements is available for you to read on our school website at 

http://www.stjosb7.bham.sch.uk/pdfs/policy-admissions2122.pdf It is also available to view from 25th November 
at www.birmingham.gov.uk/schooladmissions. Any comments regarding the proposed policy should be made to 

www.birminghambeheard.org.uk 
 

These will be considered by St Joseph’s School following the closure of the consultation and responded to if 
required. This is to allow anyone with an interest in the school’s arrangements to comment or object to the 

planned policy before it is finalised. 

 

School Mass 
Our next School Mass will take place on Wednesday 27th November led by Year 5 as a votive Mass of St. Andrew. The 
children lead the Liturgy and they work hard to prepare their readings each week. If you have never been to one of 
our Masses why not come along and try it? You are all welcome to attend and you do not have to be Catholic to come 
to Mass. 
 

First Communion Commitment Mass – TOMORROW! 
Our special Mass of Commitment for all First Holy Communion takes place tomorrow (Saturday 23rd November) at 
6pm in St. Joseph’s Church. It is very important that all families attend who have children preparing for First Holy 
Communion next summer. Everyone is welcome, and it would be lovely if some of the children’s friends wanted to 
join in and support them on this special day. 
 

Advance Warning – INSET Day 
Please note that school will be closed on Friday 17th January for an INSET day. There will be another INSET day on 
Monday 20th July, and a final one will be arranged in the spring term, which we will notify you of as soon as possible.  
 

Fundraising – Non Uniform Day next Friday 29th – Wear Blue – 50p 
Thank you for your fantastic support today with our wear green non-uniform day, which raised £85.15. Our next 
fundraising event takes place next Friday with our ‘wear blue non-uniform’ day. The cost of this will be 50p per child. 
Thank you for your support with this. 
 

INSPIRE Workshops 
Our INSPIRE workshops start on Monday with Y3 & Y4’s workshop at 1.30pm. The other 
dates and times are listed above. Please ensure that you arrive on time for your child’s 
workshop, as late arrival may mean that you do not have time to join the activity.  The 
workshops will be craft-based and on the theme of Advent. Please make every effort to 
come along and support your child. The children love having their parents and carers in 
school with them, and this is a lovely way to start your preparations for Christmas together.   

 

Email Newsletter 
We have started sending out the newsletter by email to all those parents and carers who sent in their email addresses. 
We will continue to do this alongside sending out paper copies for the time being, with a view to the email becoming 
totally electronic in the near future. If you would like to start receiving the newsletter electronically, please bring your 

email address into the school office.  
 

 

http://www.stjosb7.bham.sch.uk/pdfs/policy-admissions2122.pdf
https://www.birmingham.gov.uk/schooladmissions
http://www.birminghambeheard.org.uk/


If you have any safeguarding concerns please contact one of the safeguarding team; 
Mrs Ashley, Miss Price, Mrs Pattinson, Mr Caffrey and Miss Collins. 

 

Attentive & Discerning 

Feedback from Parents’ Evening Questionnaire 
Here are the next four summaries from our Parents’ Evening feedback… 
 

Q11: I agree with the amount of homework that my child receives – 73 participants responded to this 
question 

Strongly agree Agree 
Neither agree nor 

disagree 
Disagree Strongly disagree 

31% (23/73) 47% (34/73) 8% (6/73) 11% (8/73) 3% (2/73) 

78% positive responses 8% neutral 14% negative responses 

This question had the most varied responses of all, with 78% stating that they agreed with the amount of homework 
that their child received. Of the 10 people who gave negative responses (14%), some of the respondents had made 
comments on their sheet to say that they felt their child did not receive enough homework and they would like them 
to get more. While it is important that children get homework, it is also important to ensure a good balance between 
working time and relaxation time as children spend the bulk of their day working hard. Children are also asked to 
read each night as homework alongside any written homework that is given.  

Q12: My child enjoys attending Breakfast Club – 72 participants responded to this question 

Strongly agree Agree 
My child does not 

attend 
Disagree Strongly disagree 

26% (19/72) 24% (17/72) 47% (34/72) 3% (2/72)  

50% positive responses 97% (of users only)  3% negative 

50% of respondents gave a positive response to this question, however of the remaining respondents, 47% did not 
attend the club. Therefore, of the respondents who actually use the Breakfast Club facility, 97% felt that their child 
enjoyed attending. 

Q13: My child enjoys attending various extra-curricular activities – 72 participants responded to this 
question 

Strongly agree Agree 
My child does not 

attend 
Disagree Strongly disagree 

25% (18/72) 44% (32/72) 31% (22/72)   

68% positive responses 100% (of users only)   

68% of respondents gave a positive response to this question, however of the remaining respondents, 31% did not 
have children who attended the after-school clubs. Of the respondents whose children actually attend the extra-
curricular activities facility, 100% felt that their child enjoyed attending. 

Q14: My child is encouraged to lead a healthy lifestyle – 73 participants responded to this question 

Strongly agree Agree 
Neither agree nor 

disagree 
Disagree Strongly disagree 

36% (26/73) 53% (39/73) 10% (7/73) 1% (1/73)  

89% positive responses 10% neutral 1% negative 

89% of respondents feel that their child is encouraged to lead a healthy lifestyle.  

 

The Book People – Big Book Boost 
You may have heard of, or used, ‘The Book People’, a website that sells heavily discounted 
books for both children and adults. They are currently running a scheme called the ‘Big 
Book Boost’, which is a fundraising scheme that raises money for schools. Every time you 
place an order with the Book People over £10, they will donate £1 to a school of your 

choice for them to spend on books! So, if you are ordering from the Book People, please remember to choose us as 
your nominated school when you check out. You can search for us by our postcode (B7 5HA) to make sure you get the 
right St. Joseph’s!  
 

 



If you have any safeguarding concerns please contact one of the safeguarding team; 
Mrs Ashley, Miss Price, Mrs Pattinson, Mr Caffrey and Miss Collins. 

 

Attentive & Discerning 

Free@Last Christmas Day Lunch 
Free@Last, a community organisation based at 49 Nechells Park Road, are hosting a Christmas dinner this year. 
Whether you’re a family, on your own or you just fancy a bit of company, everyone is welcome to join them for 
Christmas Day Lunch from 12.30pm until 3.30pm. Priced at just £5 per person, you can book places by visiting the 
Free@Last building, or call them on 0121 327 5959. Places are limited.  
 

Christ the King/Advent 
This Sunday is the feast day of Christ the King. Christ the King Sunday celebrates Jesus as King, 
Lord and Messiah. It reminds us that Jesus is a King, yet a servant to all. The Feast of Christ the 
King is also celebrated as National Youth Sunday. It is the last Sunday in the church’s liturgical 
year, and the new church year starts on the following Sunday (1st December), with the first 
Sunday of Advent. Advent is the traditional season of spiritual preparation for Christmas. The 
Christ the King Mass takes place on Saturday at 6.00pm in St. Joseph’s Church. 
 

Walk with Me 
In preparation for Advent, we have a limited number of the children’s Walk with Me Advent calendars available in the 
school entrance area. Please come in and collect one if you would like one to use at home. 
 

St. Joseph’s Mass Times 
Weekly Mass at St. Joseph’s is on Saturday evening at 6.00pm. St. Joseph’s Church can be found 
on Thimblemill Lane and the telephone number is 0121 327 0235. All families are invited and more 
than welcome to attend church. I look forward to seeing you there!  
Father Stephen 
 

Happy Birthday 
Happy Birthday this week to Divora (Year Two), Selina & Vincent (Year Four) and Oliver (Year Five) 
 

Attendance – week ending 15th November 2019 
A huge ‘well done’ to Year Two, Three and Six who all achieved an amazing 100% attendance for last week! The full 

attendance figures are as follows: 
 

Rec  95% Year One 99%  Year Two 100%   Year Three  100%  
Year Four 97%  Year Five 98%  Year Six  100% 
 

This gives a whole school attendance of 98%, which is brilliant! Please try to keep this up. 
 

House Champions  
Well done to St. John Henry Newman who were our House Point Champions this week! Keep working 
hard to achieve house points for your house.  

 
 

Star of the Week 
Our stars this week were: 
 

Reception  Yostina  for growing in confidence at school 
Year One  Eliana T  for fabulous English work 
Year Two  Amera  for excellent work in English 
Year Three  Giulia  for trying really hard with her Maths work 
Year Four  Daniel T for trying his best in all that he does 
Year Five  Daniel G for being a positive role model to others 
Year Six  Eva  for always putting others first 


