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“Advent increases our hope, a hope which does not disappoint.  

The Lord never lets us down.” 

Pope Francis 

Dear Parents, Carers, Pupils, Staff and Parishioners, 
 

This week, has been a busy week in school with all the classes having their Advent Inspire Workshops. Thank 
you to everyone who came along to share some special creating and learning time with their child/children. 
The workshops were a huge success and it was a joy to watch the children’s faces light up when they realised 
their parent or family member had come into school to work with them. I heard one Reception child saying 
to their teacher ‘Why am I coming to the hall? My mum isn’t coming.’ Then the teacher told the child to look 
over at a certain table and the child was absolutely delighted and went running over to hug her. It’s times 
like this when you remember what beautiful gifts God has given to us – love and family. 
 

Today, as part of our Advent funding raising, the children and staff were allowed to wear blue. Thank you to 
all the children, staff and families who took part, it was lovely to see all the different shades of blue given us 
by God in this wonderful world that he made. 
 

Wishing you all a lovely weekend. God Bless 
 

Mrs Ashley  

Head Teacher   
 

Dates for your Diary 

Wednesday 4th December  School Mass – led by Year Four   9.15am 
Wednesday 4th December  Rec, Year One and Year Two Film Night   1pm - 2.30pm 

Year Three, Four, Five and Six Film Night  3pm - 4.30pm 
Friday 6th December   Y1 & Y2 Choral Outreach concert at  1.00pm 
     St Chad’s Cathedral 
 

Christmas Dates for your Diary 
Tuesday 10th December   Rec, Year One and Year Two School Disco  2pm - 3pm 

Year Three, Four, Five and Six School Disco  3pm - 4pm 
Thursday 12th December   Christmas Dinner day 
     Y1 Tree Planting session 
Friday 13th December   Wear your Christmas Jumper day - cost £1 
     Father Christmas’ visit to St. Joseph’s  
 

Monday 16th December   Reception, Y1 & Y2 Christmas Assembly  1.30pm 
Tuesday 17th December   Y3 & Y4 Christmas Assembly   1.30pm 
Wednesday 18th December  Y5 & Y6 Christmas Assembly   1.30pm 
Thursday 19th December  Christmas Carol Concert    2.00pm 
Friday 20th December   School closes for Christmas holiday  1.00pm 
 

Monday 6th January   School reopens     8.55am 
Friday 17th January    School closed for INSET day 

Admissions Consultation - Proposed Admission Arrangements 2021/22 
A copy of the Admissions Arrangements is available for you to read on our school website at 
http://www.stjosb7.bham.sch.uk/pdfs/policy-admissions2122.pdf It is also available to view 

at www.birmingham.gov.uk/schooladmissions. Any comments regarding the proposed policy should be made to 
www.birminghambeheard.org.uk 

http://www.stjosb7.bham.sch.uk/pdfs/policy-admissions2122.pdf
https://www.birmingham.gov.uk/schooladmissions
http://www.birminghambeheard.org.uk/


If you have any safeguarding concerns please contact one of the safeguarding team; 
Mrs Ashley, Miss Price, Mrs Pattinson, Mr Caffrey and Miss Collins. 

 

Attentive & Discerning 

School Mass 
Our next School Mass will take place on Wednesday 4th December led by Year 4 for the first week of Advent. Please 
note that Mass will start a little earlier at 9.15am this week. The children lead the Liturgy and they work hard to 
prepare their readings each week. If you have never been to one of our Masses why not come along and try it? You 
are all welcome to attend and you do not have to be Catholic to come to Mass. 
 

After-school Clubs 
Next week is the final week for all after school clubs before the Christmas holiday. 
 

Film Night/Afternoon 
Our Film Night takes place on Wednesday next week for all those who booked and paid for places. There are still places 
available, but if you would like your child to come, you must bring in the consent form and payment before Tuesday.  
 

Reception, Year One and Year Two all children must be collected at 3.15pm (normal time) on this day, as the KS1 film 
session takes place during the afternoon. 
Years Three, Four, Five and Six – if your child has not booked a place at film night they must be collected at 3.15pm 
(normal time). All children staying for Film Night must be collected by an adult at 4.30pm promptly. 
 

Thank you for your fantastic support with this event, it has once again been very popular! 
 

Advance Warning – INSET Day 
Please note that school will be closed on Friday 17th January for an INSET day. There will be another INSET day on 
Monday 20th July, and a final one will be arranged in the spring term, which we will notify you of as soon as possible.  
 

Thank you! 
Thank you for your fantastic support with all of our non-uniform days over the last three weeks. 
 

Email Newsletter 
We have started sending out the newsletter by email to all those parents and carers who sent in their email addresses. 
We will continue to do this alongside sending out paper copies for the time being, with a view to the email becoming 
totally electronic in the near future. If you would like to start receiving the newsletter electronically, please bring your 

email address into the school office.  
 

Feedback from Parents’ Evening Questionnaire 
Here are the next four summaries from our Parents’ Evening feedback… 
 

Q15: My child is encouraged to positively contribute to the wider community - 72 participants responded 
to this question 

Strongly agree Agree 
Neither agree nor 

disagree 
Disagree Strongly disagree 

25% (18/72) 58% (42/72) 17% (12/72)   

83% positive responses 17% neutral  

83% of respondents feel that their child is encouraged to positively contribute to the wider community. Although 
there were no negative responses to this, a significant proportion (17%) of respondents gave a neutral response. This 
may indicate that school needs to be more pro-active in publicising our charity work and links that we make with the 
wider community, maybe involving parents more? 

Q16: The school communicates with me effectively about my child’s progress - 73 participants responded 
to this question 

Strongly agree Agree 
Neither agree nor 

disagree 
Disagree Strongly disagree 

34% (25/73) 55% (40/73) 10% (7/73) 1% (1/73)  

89% positive responses 10% neutral 1% negative 

89% of respondents feel that the school communicate effectively regarding their child’s progress.  



If you have any safeguarding concerns please contact one of the safeguarding team; 
Mrs Ashley, Miss Price, Mrs Pattinson, Mr Caffrey and Miss Collins. 

 

Attentive & Discerning 

Q17: The school communicates with me effectively about how to support my child’s learning - 73 
participants responded to this question 

Strongly agree Agree 
Neither agree nor 

disagree 
Disagree Strongly disagree 

32% (23/73) 62% (45/73) 5% (4/73) 1% (1/73)  

94% positive responses 5% neutral 1% negative 

94% of respondents feel that the school communicates effectively on how to support their child’s learning.  

Q18: The school communicates with me effectively about school events and activities - 72 participants 
responded to this question 

Strongly agree Agree 
Neither agree nor 

disagree 
Disagree Strongly disagree 

40% (29/72) 57% (41/72) 3% (2/72)   

97% positive responses 3% neutral  

97% of respondents feel that the school communicate effectively regarding school events and activities. There were 
no negative responses to this question.  

The Book People – Big Book Boost 
You may have heard of, or used, ‘The Book People’, a website that sells heavily discounted books for both children 
and adults. They are currently running a scheme called the ‘Big Book Boost’, which is a fundraising scheme that raises 
money for schools. Every time you place an order with the Book People over £10, they will 
donate £1 to a school of your choice for them to spend on books! So, if you are ordering from 
the Book People, please remember to choose us as your nominated school when you check out. 
You can search for us by our postcode (B7 5HA) to make sure you get the right St. Joseph’s!  
 

Free@Last Christmas Day Lunch 
Free@Last, a community organisation based at 49 Nechells Park Road, are hosting a Christmas dinner this year. 
Whether you’re a family, on your own or you just fancy a bit of company, everyone is welcome to join them for 
Christmas Day Lunch from 12.30pm until 3.30pm. Priced at just £5 per person, you can book places by visiting the 
Free@Last building, or call them on 0121 327 5959. Places are limited.  
 

Walk with Me 
In preparation for Advent, we have a limited number of the children’s Walk with Me Advent calendars available in the 
school entrance area. Please come in and collect one if you would like one to use at home. 
 

First Sunday of Advent 
This Sunday is the First Sunday of Advent. The word ‘advent’ comes from the Latin word 'adventus', which means 
"arrival". It is the traditional time of spiritual preparation and waiting for the arrival of the coming of Jesus to earth 
when he was born as a baby at Bethlehem about two thousand years ago.  
 

There are many traditions that form part of Advent and preparation for Christmas. One of 
these, which we use in school, is the Advent Wreath. The wreath is made of a circle of 
evergreen branches, which symbolise eternal life, as the circle has no beginning or end. The 
wreath holds three purple candles and one pink candle, to represent the four Sundays of 
Advent, and a white candle in the centre. A purple candle is lit on the first, second and 
fourth Sundays of Advent. On the third Sunday we light the pink candle to remind us that 
we are getting near to Christmas. Purple is a colour that represents waiting and penitence, 
and is also a ‘royal’ colour. The white candle (which represents Christ) is lit on Christmas 
Day.  
 

In school, we have an Advent wreath in each classroom; the candles will be lit each day at prayer time. We will be 
using the ‘Walk with Me’ programme of prayer and reflection for Advent. This is designed to help the children to 
appreciate the meaning of Advent and the season of Christmas, and guides the children with daily tasks and prayer. 



If you have any safeguarding concerns please contact one of the safeguarding team; 
Mrs Ashley, Miss Price, Mrs Pattinson, Mr Caffrey and Miss Collins. 

 

Attentive & Discerning 

2020 THE YEAR OF THE WORD - The God who speaks  
This Advent marks the beginning of ‘The Year of the Word’ in the Catholic 
Church, where we are all being encouraged to read the Bible more. 
However to do so needs some preparation. A very good, short and easy to 
read book, to help prepare you is “Bible Basics for Catholics” by John 
Bergsma. You can get it through Amazon. 
 

St. Joseph’s Mass Times 
Weekly Mass at St. Joseph’s is on Saturday evening at 
6.00pm. St. Joseph’s Church can be found on 
Thimblemill Lane and the telephone number is 0121 327 
0235. All families are invited and more than welcome to 
attend church. I look forward to seeing you there! Father 
Stephen 

 

Happy Birthday 
There are no birthdays this week! 
 

Attendance – week ending 22nd November 2019 
A huge ‘well done’ to Year Six who achieved an amazing 100% attendance for last week! The full attendance figures 

are as follows: 
 

Rec  90% Year One 98%  Year Two 95%   Year Three  99%  
Year Four 96%  Year Five 97%  Year Six  100% 
 

This gives a whole school attendance of 96%. 
 

House Champions  
Well done to St. Maximilian Kolbe who were our House Point Champions this week! Keep working hard 
to achieve house points for your house.  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Our stars this week were: 
 

Reception  Kezia   for always being an exceptional  
member of the class 

Year One  Aidan   for a great answer in Assembly 
Year Two  Samuel   for trying his best in all his lessons 
Year Three  Nobel  for good effort in all of his lessons 
Year Four  Zevannah for a mature attitude in Year 4 
Year Five  Megan  for trying her best when 

representing the school at Boccia  
Year Six  Ophelia  for taking her Y6 duties seriously 

 

Curriculum 

Corner 
 

This week Year Five have been 
making Scones in class as part of 

their DT lessons. All of the children 
really enjoyed their cookery lesson 
and especially tasting the fruits of 

their hard work later on! 
 

On Thursday 12th December, Year 
One will be taking part in a tree 

planting session to tie in with their 
curriculum work this term on trees 

and seasonal changes. 


