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“Faith furnishes prayer with wings, without which it cannot soar to heaven.” 
         St. John Climacus 

 

Dear Parents, Carers, Pupils, Staff and Parishioners, 
 

In our school Mass this week, Year 4 told us about St John Bosco, who celebrates his feast day today. He was 
an Italian Roman Catholic priest, who encouraged the frequent reception of the Sacraments and daily Mass. 
During his life time, he fought for the rights of apprentices, worked with poor and vulnerable children and 
founded the Salesians, under the patronage of St Francis de Sales. Today, he is the patron saint of 
apprentices, boys, schoolchildren, the youth, editors, publishers and magicians. He earned and deserved the 
title, ‘Father and Teacher of the Youth.’ Thank you to Year 4 for reminding us about this inspiring saint. 
 

God Bless 

Mrs Ashley  

Head Teacher   
 
 

Dates for your Diary 
Wednesday 5th February   School Mass       9.30am 

      SCHOOL CLOSES AT 2.15PM 
      Parents’ Evening               2.30pm – 5.30pm 
Friday 14th February   School closes for half-term    3.15pm 
  

Monday 24th February  Return to School     8.55am 
 

EARLY CLOSING! 
Just a reminder that school will close earlier on Wednesday next week (5th) at 
2.15pm for our Parents’ Evening.  
 

School Mass 
Our School Mass takes place on Wednesday next week at 9.30am and will be led by Year Three in celebration 
of St. Agatha. You are all very welcome to attend – you do not have to be Catholic to come to Mass.  
 

Half-Term Playscheme 
If any parents would be interested in their child attending a play scheme this February half-term, please let 
us know by Wednesday next week. We need to have sufficient numbers before booking anything, so it will 
only go ahead based on interest shown. The price of this would be £30: 5 days, £27: 4 days, £21: 3 Days, 
£14: 2 days or £7.50: 1 day. Thank you! 

 

Advance Warning – May Day is moving! 
The Government has announced that the early May bank holiday in 2020 will move from Monday 4th May 
to Friday 8th May in order to mark the 75th anniversary of Victory in Europe Day. 
 
 



If you have any safeguarding concerns please contact one of the safeguarding team; 
Mrs Ashley, Miss Price, Mrs Pattinson, Mr Caffrey and Miss Collins. 

 

Compassionate & Loving 
 

Parents’ Evening 
Times have now been sent out for our Parents’ Evening, which will take place on Wednesday 
5th February this term. Times will run between 2.30pm and 5.30pm; please arrive in plenty 
of time so that we can run appointments to schedule.  
 

School will finish at 2.15pm on that day, and it is very important that your children are 
collected promptly at this time, as staff will be going into parental appointments straight 
after the children have gone.   

 

Children’s Mental Health Awareness Week 
Next week is ‘Mental Health Awareness Week’ in school and the children will be 
taking part in workshops and art and craft activities throughout the week based on 
positive emotional wellbeing. Please talk to your children about this and encourage 
them to discuss what they have learnt. You can find further information and activities 
to support this at https://www.place2be.org.uk/ 
 

This is a very important issue for everyone to be aware of, and most importantly to know that everyone 
needs help sometimes and it is ok to ask for help. As a school, we are not just here to support the children, 
but you as parents and carers too, and if you feel at any time that you need someone to talk to we are here 
to support you and signpost you to people who can help.  
 

Chatroom Alert - Notice for Schools 
A message on behalf of Birmingham City Council's Safeguarding Team 
 

Please be aware of a chat room application called Discord.  This app is commonly used by gamers to talk to 
each other whilst gaming.  Users can send direct messages to one another or listen in to larger group chats.  
Connecting with friends is easy - users can simply join an existing gaming server or send an email invitation 
to start a new one. Most significantly, you do not have to download an app to use it as it can be accessed via 
any browser and is free to use. 
 

Internal filtering systems in schools make pick this up if there is any activity, but it is important to share this 
information with schools and for them to share with parents as the Discord social networking tool is geared 
towards adults, not children and young people. 
 

The link below provides more information about Discord, with some parental advice relating to the 
app.https://41d1fc02-de09-4df3-896a-
35006c4ca0d7.filesusr.com/ugd/73774b_094d07a9b57249769f39438fba35b4c2.pdf 
 

General advice can be obtained from National Online Safety: https://nationalonlinesafety.com 
 

Best wishes, 
Ayisha Ali  
Education Adviser Birmingham PREVENT 

 

Asthma Inhalers 
Just a reminder to ensure that your child has an inhaler in school at all times if they have asthma and require 
one. We check medication regularly and will notify you when inhalers are running out of date. If you receive 
a note to replace your child’s inhaler, please can you ensure that this is done promptly so that your child 
always has access to the medication they require? Thank you! 
 

https://www.place2be.org.uk/
https://41d1fc02-de09-4df3-896a-35006c4ca0d7.filesusr.com/ugd/73774b_094d07a9b57249769f39438fba35b4c2.pdf
https://41d1fc02-de09-4df3-896a-35006c4ca0d7.filesusr.com/ugd/73774b_094d07a9b57249769f39438fba35b4c2.pdf
https://nationalonlinesafety.com/


If you have any safeguarding concerns please contact one of the safeguarding team; 
Mrs Ashley, Miss Price, Mrs Pattinson, Mr Caffrey and Miss Collins. 

 

Compassionate & Loving 
 

Road Safety 
Just a reminder to be conscious of road safety when bringing your child to and from school. Rocky Lane is a 
busy bus route, especially at school times, and we have had a few incidents this week that could have been 
very serious. Please check that your child knows to look both ways before crossing the road, and that they 
use the designated pelican crossing. Children should be supervised and accompanied while crossing the road. 
If you come to school by car, please make sure that you do not stop on the zig-zag lines, or in the middle of 
the road to let your child out, and that they get out of the car on the pavement side. All children should be 
accompanied into the gate or school doors. Thank you for your support with this important health and safety 
issue.   

 

St. Joseph’s Mass Times 
Weekly Mass at St. Joseph’s is on Saturday evening at 6.00pm. St. Joseph’s Church can be 
found on Thimblemill Lane and the telephone number is 0121 327 0235. All families are 
invited and more than welcome to attend church. I look forward to seeing you there! 
Father Stephen 

 

Happy Birthday 
Happy Birthday this week to Daniel (Year Three) and Hebron (Year Five) 

 

Attendance – week ending 24th January 2020 
A huge ‘well done’ to Year Two who achieved a brilliant 99% attendance for last week. The full attendance 
figures are as follows: 
 

Rec  92% Year One 98%  Year Two 99%   Year Three  97%  
Year Four 98%  Year Five 96%  Year Six 98% 
 

This gives a whole school attendance of 97%. 
 

House Champions  
Well done to St. Teresa of Kolkata who were our House Point Champions this week! Keep 
working hard to achieve house points for your house.  
 
 
 
 

 
 

Our stars this week were: 
 

Reception  Jay   for a fantastic family tree 
Year One  Agape  for lovely writing about the parables of Jesus 
Year Two  Noel   for super Science work  
Year Three Reagan  for making good choices 
Year Four  Kacie-Mae  for trying really hard with her assessments  
Year Five  Daniel  for excellent effort in his assessments 
Year Six  Devonte for giving up his own time to help his fellow classmates 

 


