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“God loves us more than a father, mother, friend, or anyone else could love,  
and even more than we are able to love ourselves” 

         St. John Chrysostom  

 

Dear Parents, Carers, Pupils, Staff and Parishioners, 
 

Welcome back!  
 

This week we entered the season of Lent. During our Ash Wednesday Mass, Father reminded us of 
what we should be doing during this special season in the church’s calendar - Praying more, fasting 
and almsgiving (giving to those less fortunate than us). Over the coming weeks, in school, we will be 
raising money for the Father Hudson’s Care Charity and CAFOD. The money raised from a variety of 
fundraising events we have planned will go towards these good causes. Thank you for all the support 
you give to these events and your generosity, it is greatly appreciated.  
 

Next week, we will be celebrating World Book Day on Friday 6th March. On this day the children can 
come to school dressed as a book character – a flyer went home earlier this week informing you of 
each class’ theme. Money raised from this and a few other fundraising events will be going towards 
our own school’s library, so we can buy some new books and furniture, which we are in desperate 
need of. 
 
God Bless 

Mrs Ashley  

Head Teacher   
 
 

Dates for your Diary 
w/c Monday 2nd March  Book Week 
Friday 6th March    Dress Up as a Book Character Day 
 

Friday 13th March   EAL Coffee Morning     9.15am 
 

Tuesday 17th March   St. Patrick’s Day Dinner 
Thursday 19th March  Confirmation Mass at St Joseph’s Church  7.00pm 
 

Wednesday 25th March  Scholastic Book Fair in school for a week 
 

School Mass  
Our School Mass next week will be on Wednesday at 9.30am and will be led 
by Year 5 as a votive Mass of St. Chad and the first week of Lent. It would 
be wonderful if more parents and carers could attend Mass especially when 
your child’s class is leading the liturgy. All parents, carers, family and 
parishioners are warmly invited. 
 

 



If you have any safeguarding concerns please contact one of the safeguarding team; 
Mrs Ashley, Miss Price, Mrs Pattinson, Mr Caffrey and Miss Collins. 

 

Compassionate & Loving 
 

Health Information 
There are a lot of coughs, colds and viruses around at the moment. While it is sometimes unavoidable that 
we will catch these, there are measures that everyone can take to help protect themselves and others: 
 

 Always carry tissues with you and use them to catch your cough or sneeze.  

 Bin the tissue, and to kill the germs, wash your hands with soap and water, or use a sanitiser gel. 

 Catch it, kill it, bin it 

 Please remind your child of the importance of regular handwashing. This is important in stopping the 
spread of viruses like cough and colds as germs can live on some surfaces for hours.   

 
We do have limited supplies of tissues in school but with all the coughs and 
colds around at the moment, we are running low!! If you would like to, please 
send in some pocket tissues with your child/ren, so they have them in their 
coat pockets for use at playtimes. 
 

We have also received the following advice from the Public Health England team 
 

1 If you have returned from the following areas since February 19, call NHS111 to inform them of your 
recent travel, stay indoors and avoid contact with other people even if you do not have symptoms: 

 

• Iran 
• Specific lockdown areas in Northern Italy (Bertonico, Casalpusterlengo, Castelgerundo, Castiglione 

D'Adda, Codogno, Fombio, Maleo, San Fiorano, Somaglia, Terranova dei Passerini, Vo) as designated 
by the Government of Italy 

• Daegu or Cheongdo (Republic of Korea) 
• Hubei province, China (returned in the past 14 days) 

 
2  If you have returned from the following areas since February 19th and develop symptoms, however mild, 

you should stay indoors at home and avoid contact with other people immediately and call NHS 111. 
You do not need to follow this advice if you have no symptoms. 
 

• Northern Italy, Vietnam, Cambodia, Laos, Myanmar 
 
3 If you have returned to the UK from any of the following areas in the last 14 days and develop symptoms 

of cough or fever or shortness of breath, you should immediately stay indoors and avoid contact with 
other people, call NHS 111 to inform them of your recent travel to the country. 

 

• Other parts of China outside Hubei province, Thailand, Japan, Republic of Korea, Hong Kong, Taiwan, 
Singapore, Malaysia, Macau 

 

Advance Warning – May Day is moving! 
The Government has announced that the early May bank holiday in 2020 will move from Monday 4th May 
to Friday 8th May in order to mark the 75th anniversary of Victory in Europe Day. 
 

Father Hudson’s Good Shepherd Appeal 
On Monday, as part of our Lenten fundraising, your child will receive a small collecting 
box for Father Hudson’s Society, in which they can collect spare change. Father Hudson’s 
Society is a local charity, which works with families and children to ensure their welfare. 
The boxes should be kept through Lent, and any odd change can be collected in them. 
They can then be brought back into school at the end of Lent, when the money will be 
counted and sent to Father Hudson’s.  



If you have any safeguarding concerns please contact one of the safeguarding team; 
Mrs Ashley, Miss Price, Mrs Pattinson, Mr Caffrey and Miss Collins. 

 

Compassionate & Loving 
 

Book Week / Dressing Up Day 
World Book Day takes place in school on 6th March and to celebrate this we are 
holding a ‘Book Week’ next week in school. Children will be encouraged to talk 
about their favourite authors and books (and maybe bring them into school to 
share) and will take part in activities and lessons based around books. It is going 
to be a very exciting week in school, which we are all looking forward to. 
 

Next Friday is ‘Book Character’ dressing up day, where children (and staff!) can 
pay £1 to come into school dressed as their favourite book character. You should have received a letter 
about this earlier in the week. Each class has a theme for their Book Week studies and it would be  
wonderful if they could come dressed to suit that theme…. 
 
Reception - Bedtime Stories    come dressed in pyjamas and bring your favourite bedtime story 
 
Y1 & Y2  - The Selfish Giant     come dressed as a character from a traditional / fairy tale 
 
Y3 & Y4  - Charlie & the Chocolate Factory come dressed as a character from a Roald Dahl book 
 
Y5 & Y6  - Our Favourite Books   come dressed as a character from your favourite book and 

bring it in with you 
 

If you can’t follow the theme, then don’t worry, your child can just come dressed as a book character   
 

Radicalisation & Mental Health Workshop 
On Tuesday 3rd March at 1.30pm, St. Vincent’s Catholic Primary School have a guest counsellor, Nicola 
Benyahia visiting their school to host a workshop for parents and carers on ‘Radicalisation and Mental 
Health’, based on her family’s experiences. Please feel free to attend this workshop if it is of interest to you. 
All are welcome. 
 

Scholastic Book Fair - from 25th March 
At the end of March (from 25th March – 1st April) we will be holding a Scholastic Book Fair in school, which 
will run after school every day. This is a chance to look at some of the latest children’s books and buy them 
if you wish to. This is also a chance for school to raise some much-needed funds, as we earn commission on 
all books sold. Further details will follow closer to the time. 
 

‘St. Patrick’s Day’ School Dinner 
On Tuesday 17th March, the school kitchen are serving a special ‘St. Patrick’s Day’ menu. This will be:  
 

 Traditional Roast Gammon  
or Saintly Salmon Fishcake 
or Celtic Cheese Flan 
 

 Magical Mashed Potato / Reel Roast Potatoes 
‘The Pot of Gold’ - Sweetcorn and Carrots / Emerald Green Savoy Cabbage 
 

 Iced Shamrock Cake 
or Leprechaun Lemon Drizzle Cake and Golden Custard 

 

If your child usually has packed lunch and would like to join us for dinner on this day, please book at the 
school office. The cost will be £2.35. 



If you have any safeguarding concerns please contact one of the safeguarding team; 
Mrs Ashley, Miss Price, Mrs Pattinson, Mr Caffrey and Miss Collins. 

 

Compassionate & Loving 
 

St. Joseph’s Mass Times 
Weekly Mass at St. Joseph’s is on Saturday evening at 6.00pm. St. Joseph’s Church can be 
found on Thimblemill Lane and the telephone number is 0121 327 0235. All families are 
invited and more than welcome to attend church. I look forward to seeing you there! 
Father Stephen 

 

World Day of Prayer 2020 
The World Day of Prayer takes place on Friday 6th March this year, and there will be an ecumenical Prayer 
Service taking place at 7.00pm in Nechells Methodist Church to mark this. Everyone is welcome to attend. 

 

Happy Birthday 
Happy Birthday this week to Bethel & Adal (Year Three) and Idris (Year Five) 

 

Attendance – week ending 28th February 2020 
A huge ‘well done’ to Year Six who achieved a brilliant 99% attendance for last week. The full attendance 
figures are as follows: 
 

Rec  94% Year One 97%  Year Two 96%   Year Three  98%  
Year Four 96%  Year Five 97%  Year Six 99% 
 

This gives a whole school attendance of 97%.  
 
 

House Champions  
Well done to St. John Henry Newman who were our House Point Champions this 
week! Keep working hard to achieve house points for your house.  
 
 
 
 

 
 

Our stars this week were: 
 

Reception Hana  for always trying her best 
Year One  Nardoss for working hard and always trying her best 
Year Two  Dylan  for trying hard in Phonics  
Year Three Adal  for super work on his sentences 
Year Four Bitanya T  for trying hard in all lessons  
Year Five  Lamari  for trying his best to improve his handwriting  
Year Six  Heven  for working well with others in English  


