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“O Lord, make this Lenten season differnet from the other ones. 
Let me find you again. Amen.” 

         Henri Nouwen 
 
 

Dear Parents, Carers, Pupils, Staff and Parishioners, 
 

Welcome back!  
 

On Monday, some of our children took part in a Caritas Tag Rugby Competition. They all had a really 
enjoyable time and showed what super children we have at this school. Well done to the children, they were 
a credit to the school. 
 

On Tuesday, Year 1 went on a local walk to the Pod and the park. While at the Pod they enjoyed listening to 
stories, especially in a different setting, and then spend some time enjoying the facilities in the local park. 
When they returned to school, Miss Shipman was full of praise for the children, saying they had all had a 
wonderful time and were exceptionally well behaved. Well done Year 1. 
 

All this week, we have been celebrating Book Week in school. The children have been involved in a variety 
of activities across the week, from drop everything and read to writing book reviews about their favourite 
books and authors. Today was the culmination of the week and the children came in dressed as their 
favourite book character. It was lovely to see the variety of costumes and listen to the children explain why 
that character is their favourite. I sure the children will delight in telling you all about their week this 
weekend. 
 

God Bless 

Mrs Ashley  

Head Teacher   
 

Dates for your Diary 
Wednesday 11th March  School Mass – led by Y4    9.30am 
Friday 13th March   EAL Coffee Morning     9.15am 
 

Monday 16th March   KS1 SATs Meeting     1.45pm 
Tuesday 17th March   KS2 SATs Meeting     1.45pm 
      Wear Green for St. Patrick – cost 50p 
      St. Patrick’s Day Dinner 
Thursday 19th March   Morning of Adoration with visit from Canon David 
      Confirmation Mass at St Joseph’s Church  7.00pm 
Friday 20th March   Mother’s Day INSPIRE Day 
 

Wednesday 25th March  Scholastic Book Fair in school for a week 
 

Thursday 2nd April   Sponsored Bounce 
 

School Mass  
Our School Mass next week will be on Wednesday at 9.30am and will be led by Year 4 for the second week 
of Lent. It would be wonderful if more parents and carers could attend Mass especially when your child’s 
class is leading the liturgy. All parents, carers, family and parishioners are warmly invited. 



If you have any safeguarding concerns please contact one of the safeguarding team; 
Mrs Ashley, Miss Price, Mrs Pattinson, Mr Caffrey and Miss Collins. 

 

Compassionate & Loving 
 

Health Information 
There are a lot of coughs, colds and viruses around at the moment. While it is sometimes unavoidable that 
we will catch these, there are measures that everyone can take to help protect themselves and others: 

 Always carry tissues with you and use them to catch your cough or sneeze.  

 Bin the tissue, and to kill the germs, wash your hands with soap and water, or use a sanitiser gel. 

 Catch it, kill it, bin it 

 Please remind your child of the importance of regular handwashing. This is 
important in stopping the spread of viruses like cough and colds as germs can live 
on some surfaces for hours.   
 

We will be setting up a ‘hand cleaning’ station in the entrance area of school with 
hand sanitiser, so that anyone coming into school can clean their hands before entering the main building. 
Please make use of this if you have to come into school for any reason.  
 

We have also received the following updated advice from the Public Health England team 
 Stay indoors and avoid contact with other people if you’ve travelled to the UK from the following places in 

the last 14 days, even if you do not have symptoms: 
Iran, Hubei province in China, lockdown areas in northern Italy, special care zones in South Korea 
 

 Stay indoors and avoid contact with other people if you’ve travelled to the UK from the following places in 
the last 14 days and have a cough, high temperature or shortness of breath, even if your symptoms are mild: 
mainland China outside of Hubei province, Italy outside of the lockdown areas, South Korea outside of the 
special care zones, Cambodia, Hong Kong, Japan, Laos, Macau, Malaysia, Myanmar, Singapore, Taiwan, 
Thailand, Vietnam 
Use the 111 online coronavirus service to find out what to do next. 
Do not go to a GP surgery, pharmacy or hospital. 

 

The Department for Education has launched a new helpline to answer questions about Coronavirus related 
to education. Staff, parents and young people can contact the helpline as follows: 
phone: 0800 046 8687         email: DfE.coronavirushelpline@education.gov.uk 
 

The opening hours are 8am to 6pm (Monday to Friday). 
 

Advance Warning – May Day is moving! 
The Government has announced that the early May bank holiday in 2020 will move from Monday 4th May 
to Friday 8th May in order to mark the 75th anniversary of Victory in Europe Day. 
 

Family Forum Meetings for parents and carers: Spring 2020 
Are you a parent or carer with a child or young person who has additional needs, a disability or who needs 
extra help and support? If so, Birmingham City Council is hosting a friendly Family Forum Meetings. The 
purpose of these meetings is to provide a welcoming space for parents and carers to meet up in similar 
situations and share experiences over a cup of tea or coffee. These meetings will also give you a chance to 
learn more about what’s on, tips and advice and other information that families who have children with 
additional needs may need. 
 

These meetings also give you the chance to let the Parent Link Officers know your thoughts on what you feel 
is needed to support families in Birmingham. More information about the meetings is available at 
https://www.birmingham.gov.uk/downloads/file/15347/family_forum_meetings_-_spring_2020  
Contact: 0121 303 8461 or parentlinkservice@birmingham.gov.uk 
 

 



If you have any safeguarding concerns please contact one of the safeguarding team; 
Mrs Ashley, Miss Price, Mrs Pattinson, Mr Caffrey and Miss Collins. 

 

Compassionate & Loving 
 

Parent Consultation on Childcare 
The local authority is consulting with parents to get their views about childcare in Birmingham. The 
consultation will include views about full daycare, out of school places, holiday places, accessing places for 
children with SEND etc. This is an exciting opportunity for parents to have a say about what childcare they 
need / use and we would like you to encourage parents to participate. 
 

The survey is on BeHeard and will run until the 31st March 2020. www.birminghambeheard.org.uk/people-
1/parental-survey-for-childcare-in-birmingham-2020 
 

They would really welcome views from parents who are not using childcare or are thinking about using 
childcare so please share the survey to anyone you think would be interested in giving their opinion.  
 

Scholastic Book Fair - from 25th March 
At the end of March (from 25th March – 1st April) we will be holding a Scholastic Book Fair in school, which 
will run after school every day. This is a chance to look at some of the latest children’s books and buy them 
if you wish to. This is also a chance for school to raise some much-needed funds, as we earn commission on 
all books sold. Further details will follow closer to the time. 
 

‘St. Patrick’s Day’ Wear Green – 50p 
As part of our Lentern fundraising, we are having a ‘Wear Green’ day on Tuesday 17th March. The cost of this 
will be 50p per child.  
  

‘St. Patrick’s Day’ School Dinner 
On Tuesday 17th March, the school kitchen are serving a special ‘St. Patrick’s Day’ menu. This will be:  
 

 Traditional Roast Gammon or Saintly Salmon Fishcake or Celtic Cheese Flan 
 

 Magical Mashed Potato / Reel Roast Potatoes 
‘The Pot of Gold’ - Sweetcorn and Carrots / Emerald Green Savoy Cabbage 
 

 Iced Shamrock Cake 
or Leprechaun Lemon Drizzle Cake and Golden Custard 

 

If your child usually has packed lunch and would like to join us for dinner on this day, 
please book at the school office. The cost will be £2.35. 
 

Sponsored Bounce 
Your child will be receiving a sponsor form next week for our ‘Sponsored Bounce’ which 
will be taking place in school on Thursday 2nd April. We will have a bouncy castle, and each 
child that is sponsored will have the chance to complete their bounce session.  This is to 
raise money for our Lenten charities 
 

Mother’s Day INSPIRE 
You should have received a letter this week about the Mother’s Day INSPIRE which takes place on 20th March. 
Times for this are as follows: 
 

Reception - 9:05am Year One - 9:45am Year Two – 10:30am Year Three – 11:15am 
Year Four: 1.15pm Year Five -  1.55pm Year Six – 2.40pm 
 

Please ensure that you are here in plenty of time for the session to start promptly. We will not be able to 
admit any latecomers, as the sessions must finish on time due to them running throughout the day 

http://www.birminghambeheard.org.uk/people-1/parental-survey-for-childcare-in-birmingham-2020
http://www.birminghambeheard.org.uk/people-1/parental-survey-for-childcare-in-birmingham-2020


If you have any safeguarding concerns please contact one of the safeguarding team; 
Mrs Ashley, Miss Price, Mrs Pattinson, Mr Caffrey and Miss Collins. 

 

Compassionate & Loving 
 

Immunisations 
The NHS have asked that we remind all parents of the importance of routine vaccinations. All children should 
have received vaccinations before starting school. If you are not sure if your child has had all their routine 
vaccinations, check in their red book or contact your GP. To get the best protection for your child, they need 
to have had two doses of MMR vaccine. For a checklist of the vaccines and the ages at which they should 
ideally be given visit www.nhs.uk/vaccinations  
 

St. Joseph’s Mass Times 
Weekly Mass at St. Joseph’s is on Saturday evening at 6.00pm. St. Joseph’s Church can be 
found on Thimblemill Lane and the telephone number is 0121 327 0235. All families are 
invited and more than welcome to attend church. I look forward to seeing you there! 
Father Stephen 

 

Happy Birthday 
Happy Birthday this week to Sayat (Reception) and Lamek (Year Two) 
 

Attendance – week ending 28th February 2020 
A huge ‘well done’ to Year Six who achieved a brilliant 99% attendance for last week. The full attendance 
figures are as follows:  
 

Rec  97% Year One 97%  Year Two 98%   Year Three  97%  
Year Four 99%  Year Five 95%  Year Six 98% 
 

This gives a whole school attendance of 97%.  
 

House Champions  
Well done to St. Maximilian Kolbe who were our House Point Champions this week! Keep 
working hard to achieve house points for your house.  
 
 
 
 

 
 

Our stars this week were: 
 

Reception  Rufael  for fantastic Maths work 
Year One  Taliyah  for being such a cheerful girl who works hard and always gives her best 
Year Two  Victoria for a great character description  
Year Three Anton  for confidence in answering questions 
Year Four  Bitanya G  for trying hard in all lessons  
Year Five  Xi Zin  for trying her best at Tag Rugby   
Year Six  Nathan  for independent Maths work  

http://www.nhs.uk/vaccinations

