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“Where there is charity and wisdom, there is neither fear nor ignorance.” 
         St. Francis of Assisi  

 
 

Dear Parents, Carers, Pupils, Staff and Parishioners, 
 

This week, Year 4 went to Birmingham Ormiston Academy. The Academy is a regional academy for digital, 
creative and performing arts located in the centre of Birmingham. During the morning there they were given 
the opportunity to play a variety of instruments and play as part of a band. The children had a fantastic time 
and Miss Young and Miss Bonham have told me there are a few budding musicians in the class. Well done 
Year 4, you were a credit to the school. 
 

On Monday, some eggs arrived in Year 1. By Wednesday lunchtime, a number of very excited Year 1 children 
were asking me to come and visit their class as the eggs had started to crack open and lots of cute, yellow 
chicks were hatching. I’m sure if you have a child in Year 1 you have heard all about them, but if not please 
ask you children to tell you what they have learned about chicks this week and how to look after them. 
 

On a final note, I just wanted to let you know what the school is doing to keep your children safe during the 
coronavirus outbreak. We have hand sanitiser in every class, which the children are encouraged to use 
regularly. We are cleaning all surfaces and door handles daily (which we have always done) and we are 
regularly reminding the children of the importance of washing their hands. We have also taken the step of 
cancelling any parents’ meetings, so we reduced the number of people coming in and out of the school’s 
building. Please be assured that on a daily basis, Public Health England are sending us updates on what we 
should be doing in schools and we are following this advice. 
 

God Bless 

Mrs Ashley  

Head Teacher   
 

Dates for your Diary 
Saturday 14th March  Confirmation Reconciliation Mass – St Joseph’s Church  5.15pm 
 

Tuesday 17th March  Wear Green for St. Patrick – cost 50p 
     St. Patrick’s Day Dinner 
Thursday 19th March  Morning of Adoration with visit from Canon David 
     Confirmation Mass at St Joseph’s Church    7.00pm 
 

Saturday 22nd March  First Holy Communion Reconciliation Mass – St Joseph’s Church 5.15pm 
 

Monday 23rd March  Birmingham Royal Ballet workshop for Year One 
 

Monday After-School Club 
There will be no after-school Dance Club on Monday. It will resume as normal 
the following week. 
 

School Mass  
Our School Mass next week will be on Wednesday at 9.30am and will be led by Year 3 as a votive Mass for 
the Feast of St. Joseph. It would be wonderful if more parents and carers could attend Mass especially when 
your child’s class is leading the liturgy.  



If you have any safeguarding concerns please contact one of the safeguarding team; 
Mrs Ashley, Miss Price, Mrs Pattinson, Mr Caffrey and Miss Collins. 

 

Compassionate & Loving 
 

Health Information 
There are a lot of coughs, colds and viruses around at the moment. While it is 
sometimes unavoidable that we will catch these, there are measures that everyone 
can take to help protect themselves and others: 

• Always carry tissues with you and use them to catch your cough or sneeze.  

• Bin the tissue, and to kill the germs, wash your hands with soap and water, or use a sanitiser gel. 

• Catch it, kill it, bin it 

• Please remind your child of the importance of regular handwashing. This is important in stopping the spread 
of viruses like cough and colds as germs can live on some surfaces for hours.   
 

We have set up a ‘hand cleaning’ station in the entrance area of school with hand sanitiser, so that anyone 
coming into school can clean their hands before entering the main building. Please make use of this if you 
have to come into school for any reason.  
 

Government Health Advice 
In line with the new Government guidelines issued today, we will be asking any child who displays symptoms 
of a persistent cough or fever to stay away from school for seven days. This is the advice issued to everyone 
in the country and applies to adults also. We understand the implications of this, especially for working 
parents; however, this decision has been made for the protection and safety of the children to ensure that 
we are doing all we can to limit the spread of viruses and infections. We are happy to provide a standard 
letter for your place of work if necessary, to confirm that we have asked your child to stay off from school 
for this time. Thank you for your understanding and support with this.  
 

Your child has also received a letter alongside a pack of work today that is to be kept at home in the event 
of any school closures being made over the next few weeks by the Government. Current advice from the 
Government states that all schools should remain open unless advised otherwise by the Public Health 
Department. In the event of any future blanket school closures being made we will notify you by text 
message and a message on the school website. Please ensure that your contact numbers are up-to-date, 
especially mobile numbers. 
 

The Department for Education has launched a new helpline to answer questions about Coronavirus related 
to education. Staff, parents and young people can contact the helpline as follows: 
phone: 0800 046 8687         email: DfE.coronavirushelpline@education.gov.uk 
 

The opening hours are 8am to 6pm (Monday to Friday). 
 

Cancellation of events 
Again, in the interest of the health and safety of the children, and to limit outside exposure for them, we 
have taken the decision to cancel all forthcoming public events in school. You should have received a letter 
regarding this yesterday, but just to confirm that the following events are postponed: 

• Y2 and Y6 SATs meetings 

• Mother’s Day INSPIRE 

• Sponsored Bounce  

• Scholastic Book Fair 
 

All swimming sessions will be cancelled for the rest of this term too. 
 

Advance Warning – May Day is moving! 
The Government has announced that the early May bank holiday in 2020 will move from Monday 4th May 
to Friday 8th May in order to mark the 75th anniversary of Victory in Europe Day. 



If you have any safeguarding concerns please contact one of the safeguarding team; 
Mrs Ashley, Miss Price, Mrs Pattinson, Mr Caffrey and Miss Collins. 

 

Compassionate & Loving 
 

Confirmation Reconciliation Mass 
There will be a Mass at St. Joseph’s Church on Saturday evening for all Confirmation candidates starting at 
5.15pm with the Sacrament of Reconciliation. Please ensure that children are at church by 5.10pm so that 
we can start promptly.  
 

Confirmations – Thursday 19th March – 7pm 
The Mass of Confirmation for this year’s candidates takes place at 7.00pm next 
Thursday evening in St. Joseph’s Church. Please remember the children in your prayers 
as they become fully initiated into the faith of the Catholic Church. Just a reminder 

to all children being confirmed that you need to be at church by 6.15pm with 

your sponsor.  
 

Canon David Evans will be confirming the children, and we are very much looking forward to his visit to 
school on Thursday. We will also be sharing Adoration before the Blessed Sacrament in the morning on 
Thursday. 
 

‘St. Patrick’s Day’ Wear Green – 50p 
Our ‘Wear Green’ day takes place this coming Tuesday 17th March. The cost of this will be 50p per child.  
  

‘St. Patrick’s Day’ School Dinner 
Next Tuesday 17th March, the school kitchen are serving a special ‘St. Patrick’s Day’ menu. This will be:  
 

• Traditional Roast Gammon or Saintly Salmon Fishcake or Celtic Cheese Flan 
 

• Magical Mashed Potato / Reel Roast Potatoes 
‘The Pot of Gold’ - Sweetcorn and Carrots / Emerald Green Savoy Cabbage 
 

• Iced Shamrock Cake 
or Leprechaun Lemon Drizzle Cake and Golden Custard 

 

If your child usually has packed lunch and would like to join us for dinner on this day, 
please book at the school office. The cost will be £2.35. 
 

Parent Consultation on Childcare 
The local authority is consulting with parents to get their views about childcare in Birmingham. The 
consultation will include views about full daycare, out of school places, holiday places, accessing places for 
children with SEND etc. This is an exciting opportunity for parents to have a say about what childcare they 
need / use and we would like you to encourage parents to participate. 
 

The survey is on BeHeard and will run until the 31st March 2020. www.birminghambeheard.org.uk/people-
1/parental-survey-for-childcare-in-birmingham-2020 
 

They would really welcome views from parents who are not using childcare or are thinking about using 
childcare so please share the survey to anyone you think would be interested in giving their opinion.  
 

Scholastic Book Fair  
Our Book Fair that was due to take place at the end of this month has been postponed and will now take 
place during the Summer term. We will confirm the date after Easter.  
 

 

http://www.birminghambeheard.org.uk/people-1/parental-survey-for-childcare-in-birmingham-2020
http://www.birminghambeheard.org.uk/people-1/parental-survey-for-childcare-in-birmingham-2020


If you have any safeguarding concerns please contact one of the safeguarding team; 
Mrs Ashley, Miss Price, Mrs Pattinson, Mr Caffrey and Miss Collins. 

 

Compassionate & Loving 
 

St. Joseph’s Mass Times 
Weekly Mass at St. Joseph’s is on Saturday evening at 6.00pm. St. Joseph’s Church can be 
found on Thimblemill Lane and the telephone number is 0121 327 0235. All families are 
invited and more than welcome to attend church. I look forward to seeing you there! 
Father Stephen 

 

Happy Birthday 
Happy Birthday this week to Taleah (Year Four) and Kayleigh (Year Six) 
 

Attendance – week ending 6th March 2020 
A huge ‘well done’ to Year Four who achieved a brilliant 99% attendance for last week. The full attendance 
figures are as follows:  
 

Rec  96% Year One 98%  Year Two 97%   Year Three  98%  
Year Four 99%  Year Five 96%  Year Six 98% 
 

This gives a whole school attendance of 97%.  
 

House Champions  
Well done to St. Teresa of Kolkata who were our House Point Champions this week! Keep 
working hard to achieve house points for your house.  
 
 
 
 

 
 

Our stars this week were: 
 

Reception  Abigail  for always giving 100% in everything that she does 
Year One  Natan  for great improvement in reading and writing 
Year Two  Mhurit  for planning a great collective worship  
Year Three Taisia  for deeper thinking in RE 
Year Four  Taleah   for trying really hard with her handwriting and getting a pen  
Year Five  Idris  for demonstrating excellent scientific knowledge   
Year Six  Kenzie  for fantastic work in independent writing  


