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Dear Children, Parent and Carers, 
 
 
Prayer for the New School Year 
  
God of wisdom and might, 
we praise you for the wonder of our being, 
for mind, body and spirit. 
Be with our children as they begin 
a new school year. 
Bless them and their teachers and staff. 
Give the strength and grace as their bodies grow; 
wisdom and knowledge to their minds 
as they search for understanding; 
and peace and zeal to their hearts. 
We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
 
Reopening of School 
 
Welcome back to everyone, the staff and I have really missed you all and we are delighted to 
have you back. It was a pleasure to see all the children over the last 2 days looking happy and 
excited to be here. 
I am sure they will have told you some of the changes we have made in school to help reduce 
the risks, but here I will explain them. 
 
Start and end times to the school day have been staggered, so each year group/team enter 
and exit the school at different times.  
 
Breaktimes have been staggered, so classes are outside at different times. Each year 
group/team have been given a separate area/zone of the playground to play in, so they either 
play on the Reception playground, the Key Stage 1 playground, the Key Stage 2 playground 
or the Astroturf.  
 



Lunchtimes have also been staggered and classes have their lunch either in the hall or the 
dining hall with their class team. Once they have all finished, they are taken out to their 
designated zone in the playground or if it’s wet play to their classroom. Once a Team has 
finished in the hall or the dining area the tables and chairs are cleaned. 
 
Infection control measures – we have implemented a range of health and safety measures 
for this. The children are being met at the school gates by their teachers and upon entering 
the building are either using hand sanitiser or washing their hands, teachers have also 
planned hand washing slots into their timetable and the children are being asked to wash 
their hands/use sanitiser at regular points throughout the day. In 
classrooms, there is hand sanitiser, tissues, cleaning products and lidded bins. We have 
expanded the cleaning rota extensively so that all areas of school are regularly cleaned and 
areas such as toilets, hall and the dining room are being cleaned between each break and 
Team lunch session. 
 
Around the school - there is new signage reminding children and adults to stay socially 
distanced and to wash their hands for 20 seconds and there is an arrow walkway to follow in 
the playground for parents and children to follow at home time. Please can I ask you to follow 
the red arrows when you leave the playground at the end of the day, so we can ensure you 
and the children stay socially distanced from other families. 
 
The curriculum – teachers will continue to teach a board and balanced curriculum during the 
term, but there will also be a big focus on Personal, Social, and Health Education, so the 
children have opportunities to discuss any anxieties or concerns they may have with regards 
to COVID-19 and/or returning to school. They will also be taught the ‘Catch it, Bin it, Kill it’ 
strategy and be shown how to wash their hands properly. 
 
Masks in school – the current DfE guidance does not recommend that children wear masks 
in school, as wearing one incorrectly can actually increase the risk of infection. Staff will not 
be wearing masks in schools either but may wear visors. 
 
In the classroom – the children are sitting in rows facing the front. They have a pencil case 
each, with frequently used stationary in it, which only they use. 
 
 
Travelling by public transport 
 
For anyone using public transport to get to or from school – please read the Government 
advice at https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-safer-travel-guidance-for-
passengers  
The advice from the government is to try to avoid using public transport if you can and to 
walk, scoot or cycle if possible. If, however, you have no option but to travel on public 
transport, please can I ask that any masks the children wear are taken off them before 
entering the school building and are taken home with you. Masks are not required to be 
worn by children in school. Please can I also ask that if you are bringing your child/ren to 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-safer-travel-guidance-for-passengers
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-safer-travel-guidance-for-passengers


 

school by car that you park up somewhere away from the school and walk the remaining 
distance, this will enable the school community to keep socially distanced and mean less 
congestion outside the school entrances. 
 
 
Breakfast Club and After School Clubs 
 
Breakfast Club and After School Clubs will recommence during week beginning 14th 
September 2020. This is so we can ensure all children are familiar with the new routines 
around school and understand the importance of the protective measures being put in place 
across the school. Parents will be able to book into the wrap-around provision during week 
beginning 07th September. Please ring the school to book your child in between 10.30-
11.30am or between 2.00-3.00pm during that week. During the phone call, your child’s 
place will be confirmed, if a space is available, and a letter outlining the new arrangements 
will be sent out to you. Spaces will be limited, with only 30 children, from years 1 to 6, 
being allowed to attend breakfast club and only 15 children for each of the after-school 
clubs. There will be 2 possibly 3 clubs per week and for the first half term, these clubs, will 
be for Key Stage 2 children only (Year 4 upwards) and Class Teams will be maintained. Each 
of the after-school clubs will only run until 4.00pm for the foreseeable future and 
unfortunately, there will be no Karate club this term. 
 
Please can I ask parents to try and limit the number of different wrap-around provisions 
you use as we need to try and maintain the ‘Class Teams’ as much as possible. 
 
 
School meals 
 
The School’s kitchen is now fully open and is serving hot food again. Free School Meals 
(FSM) and Universal Infant Free School Meal are being provided as normal. Children will 
remain in their ‘Class Teams’ at lunchtimes and will eat their lunch either in the school’s 
dining area or in the school’s hall. Infection control measures will be enforced during 
lunchtime and children will be asked not to share food and utensils at this time. 
 
 
Sickness 
 
Parents are now required to send their children to school again. If you child is sick please 
inform the school in the usual way, with a phone call first thing in the morning. If your child 
is displaying symptoms of COVID-19, a new continuous cough, feels hot to touch (high 
temperature), has a change or loss of smell or taste, please inform school immediately. You 
will be asked to apply to get you child tested as soon as possible. If your child tests positive 
they will be required to stay at home for at least 10 days or until they feel better once the 10 
days are up from when they first displayed symptoms. If the test comes back negative, you 
child will be able to return to school once they feel well enough to do so. You will also need 



to inform school straightaway if the test is positive or negative so we can take the necessary 
steps at school. If a child does test positive, the ‘Class Team’ they are in (which includes the 
class teachers) will be sent home and asked to self-isolate for 14 days. The reason for this 
is so we protect the other ‘Class Teams’ in school and try to ensure the virus does not spread 
further. Please be assured that, at all times, your child’s health and safety is of the upmost 
importance to us. 
 
If your child is displaying cold and flu symptoms, please keep your child at home for 48 hours 
to ensure this is what illness they have. Please do inform the school straightaway if this is 
what you are doing. 
 
 

Home Learning 
 
If a class or individual child is required to self-isolate due to COVID-19 in the coming months, 
home learning will still be available for them to access. More information on how this will 
work will be sent out to you over the coming month.  


