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Dear Parents, Carers, Pupils, Staff and Parishioners, 
 

 

Prayer for our children’s education 
 Lord, bless our children's academic skills and efforts. We pray You would give each of them the desire to learn and 
the gift of knowledge. Help them excel in their strengths while persevering in their weaknesses. Do not let them 
become discouraged when they cannot grasp things with ease. 
Amen. 
 

This week’s news 
As part of our Catch-up Curriculum, we have been ensuring our children have been practising the basics in English and 
Maths. At the same time, we have continued to provide a board and balanced curriculum for our children. This week, 
Year 6 have been creating pop art. They have been creating portraits of British artists who inspire them. These 
included: - Frank Bowling, Lynette Yiadom-Boakye, Tam Joseph and Winston Branch. Below are some examples of the 
artwork they produced: 

 
             
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Year 5, in the meantime have been working hard to create 
informative, colourful solar system leaflets. To the left are 
some examples of the work they produced: 

 
   

 

 
 

 
Y6 Secondary Transfer Applications for September 2021 
All children in Year 6 should have received an email letter before the holiday with details on how to apply for a 
secondary school place for September 2021. Online application is now open on the Birmingham City Council website 
at https://eadmissions.birmingham.gov.uk/ 
 

Please note that paper applications are no longer available and applications must be submitted via the website. If you 
need any assistance with this, please come into school and we will be happy to help. 
 

https://eadmissions.birmingham.gov.uk/
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Secondary Transfer preferences for school places must be submitted to the City council by Saturday 31st October 
2020. Please ensure that you have applied for places by then, as late applications are less likely to get the school of 
their choice.  
 
 

Holy Trinity School 
Holy Trinity School are holding a ‘virtual open day’ for all parents of Y6 children. You can take part in the virtual Year 
6 Open Day at any time from Wednesday 23rd September by visiting  
http://holytrc.bham.sch.uk/holy-trinity-virtual-open-day/ 
 

Water Bottles and Coats 
Please remember to send your child into school with their water bottle each day. We want to 
ensure that all children have access to fresh water throughout the day and we are unable to 
provide cups for use during the current restrictions. 
 

Please also remember to send your child with a coat every day now that the weather is getting 
colder. It can get very cold during lunchtimes and the children are outside for a long time.   

 

Reading Books 
Please be aware that currently staff are changing your child/ren’s books instead of the children changing their own. 
As I am sure you are aware, this is for health and safety purposes during the COVID-19 pandemic.  Staff changing 
reading books does mean that occasionally your child may end up having a book they have read before. Please do bear 
with us, as staff do not always remember which book each individual child has read in each class and this means 
occasionally, they may have a book twice. If this does happen, your child can still read the book again as it will reinforce 
their understanding of story structures and prediction and recall of what happened in the story. I thank you for your 
patience with this. 
 

Public Health England launches Every Mind Matters campaign 

Most families have experienced upheaval in their daily lives during the pandemic. With children and young people 
now back at school or college, the new Public Health England (PHE) Better Health – Every Mind Matters campaign 
provides NHS-endorsed tips and advice to help children and young people’s mental wellbeing, and equip parents and 
carers with the knowledge to support them. 
The new advice available on the Every Mind Matters website has been developed in partnership with leading children 
and young people’s mental health charities, including Young Minds, The Mix, Place2Be and The Anna Freud Centre. It 
is designed to help parents and carers spot the signs that children may be struggling with their mental health and 
support them, and also provides advice that can help maintain good mental wellbeing. The site also provides tools to 
help young people build resilience and equips them to look after their mental wellbeing. 
 

COVID-19 App 
People across England and Wales are being urged to download the NHS COVID-19 app to help control the spread of 
coronavirus and protect themselves and their loved ones as case numbers rise. The app is now available to download 
for those aged 16 and over in multiple languages. The app will advise you to self-isolate if you have been in close 
contact with a confirmed case. It will also enable you to check symptoms, book a free test if needed and get your test 
results. You can download the app from the Apple AppStore or from Google Play for Android phones.  
 

COVID-19 Testing 
I am sure you will have heard in the press over the last few weeks that people are struggling to get appointments to 
get a COVID-19 test. The government are asking school to ask parents to only get their children and/or themselves 
tested if they have symptoms of Coronavirus. Having a test, when you do not have symptoms is stopping people who 
have symptoms from accessing a test and causing children who need one to be out of school for longer than they need 
to be. Please can I ask parents to be sensible about getting a test for your children and only doing this if your child has 
symptoms, we ask you get one, or you are advised to by a health care professional.  
 

http://holytrc.bham.sch.uk/holy-trinity-virtual-open-day/
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Clarification from the DfE came through today stating: 
“Individuals do not need a test if they have a runny nose, are sneezing or feeling unwell but do not have a temperature, 
cough or loss of, or change in, sense of smell or taste because these are not normally symptoms of coronavirus.” 
Thank you for your understanding with this. 
 

Home Learning 
If a class or individual child is required to self-isolate due to COVID-19 in the coming months, home learning is still 
available for them to access. Currently, we are sending this out to parent’s email addresses and posting it on our 
website.  If we do not have an email address for you, could you please send in one for us, this will help us in the coming 
months to send out important messages and the weekly newsletter to you.  
 

Over the last few weeks, we have been working hard on our contingency plans for remote home learning, which will 
involve the use of an online learning platform. In the coming weeks, we will be asking parents and children to sign a 
Remote Learning Home School Agreement around the use of this online learning platform, so we can start providing 
live online lessons to children isolating at home. I will write more on this in subsequent newsletters. 
 

The Pandemic 
Masks/visors are not mandatory outdoors, but I know many of our parent are starting to wear them while they are 
queuing up waiting to drop their child/ren off or pick them up. Please do wear one when on the school’s grounds, if 
possible, as this is another measure, we can use to help keep the school’s community safe. Please also remember to 
use the markings on the ground to help keep yourselves at a distance from the people around you, again they are 
there to keep you safe. 
From Monday, parents needing to come into the school building or reception area will be required to wear a face 
covering. Please do ensure you bring one with you. 
 

Travelling on Public Transport 
This week, we received a communication from West Midlands travel asking us to add a note to our newsletter 
reminding everyone who travels on public transport, over the age of 11 years, that they need to wear a face covering. 
They also asked could we ask parents to wear these at bus stops and in terminal buildings too. Thank you. 
 

Sickness 
If your child is sick please inform the school in the usual way, with a phone call first thing in the morning. If your child 
is displaying symptoms of COVID-19, a new continuous cough, feels hot to touch (high temperature), has a change or 
loss of smell or taste, please inform school immediately. You will be asked to apply to get your child tested as soon as 
possible. If your child tests positive they will be required to stay at home for at least 10 days or until they feel better 
once the 10 days are up from when they first displayed symptoms. If the test comes back negative, your child will be 
able to return to school once they feel well enough to do so. You will also need to inform school straightaway if the 
test is positive or negative so we can take the necessary steps at school. If a child does test positive, the ‘Class Team’ 
they are in (which includes the class teachers) will be sent home and asked to self-isolate for 14 days. The reason for 
this is so we protect the other ‘Class Teams’ in school and try to ensure the virus does not spread further. Please be 
assured that, at all times, your child’s health and safety is of the upmost importance to us. 
 
If your child is displaying cold and flu symptoms, please keep your child at home for 48 hours to ensure this is what 
illness they have. Please do inform the school straightaway if this is what you are doing. 
 
God Bless 

Mrs Ashley  

Head Teacher   


