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Dear Parents, Carers, Pupils, Staff and Parishioners, 
 

 

A School Prayer for Children and the things they are grateful for: 
Thank you for my family, for hugs and kisses and special times together.  
Thank you for my friends, for laughter and chatting and sharing.  
Thank you for my home, for rest times, bath times and bedtimes.  
Thank you for food, for breakfast, lunch and dinner and snacks and treats.  
Thank you for playtimes, for toys and games and books.  
Thank you for fun, for giggles and for silly happy times.  
Thank you for making all these lovely things  
And for helping me to enjoy them all.  
Amen. 
 
This week’s news 
 
This week, Year 6 have enjoyed participating in circuit training in their PE lesson. 
 

           
 

Year 1 have been learning about Autumn recently. They have made an Autumn display using their fingers 
to press red, orange, brown and yellow paint onto branches to show trees in Autumn. 
 

       
 

Dates for your Diary 
Friday 23rd October  Wear Yellow day – 50p per child or £1 per family 
     School finishes for half term holiday    
Monday 2nd November Return to school 
 



If you have any safeguarding concerns please contact one of the safeguarding team; 
Mrs Ashley, Miss Price, Mrs Pattinson, Mr Caffrey and Mrs West 

 

Home time arrangements 
Please can I ask all parents, who are coming into the KS2 playground at the end of the school day, to follow the red 
arrows in and out of the playground. The arrows are there to maintain a one-way system in and out of the school’s 
premise and are there to help you maintain social distancing. I realise at times there are large numbers of adults and 
children leaving at the same time, but if everyone follows the arrows a distance can be left between you and the family 
in front of you. Thank you for your understanding with this. 
 

Home School Agreement and Parents and Carers Guide to our Remote Learning Plan 
Thank you to all the children and parents that have signed and returned the ‘Home School Agreement’ that we sent 
home last week for all children in years 2 to 6. This agreement outlines what the school’s expectations are of the 
children and parents when accessing the school’s online learning platform, which we are intending to start using after 
half term. For those families that haven’t sent it back, we have sent home another copy home for you today, in case 
you have misplaced it. Please can both you and your child/ren sign the agreement and send it back into school by 
Wednesday 14th October, so we can start training your child/ren on how to access the platform, so if they do have to 
self-isolate they can continue to join in with classroom learning from home. Please be advised that if the ‘Home School 
Agreement’ is not signed by both children and parents then your child/ren will be unable to access the platform and 
if they are required to self-isolate over the next academic year then they will have to continue completing the home 
learning packs we are posting on the school’s website.  If you do have any questions about this agreement, please do 
contact school and we will be happy to answer them. 
 

Y6 Secondary Transfer Applications for September 2021 
All children in Year 6 now need to apply for a secondary school place for September 2021. Online application is open 
on the Birmingham City Council website at https://eadmissions.birmingham.gov.uk/ 
 

Secondary Transfer preferences for school places must be submitted to the City council by Saturday 31st October 
2020. Please ensure that you have applied for places by then, as late applications are less likely to get the school of 
their choice.  
 

Holy Trinity School 
Holy Trinity School are holding a ‘virtual open day’ for all parents of Y6 children. You can take part in the virtual Year 
6 Open Day at any time by visiting  
http://holytrc.bham.sch.uk/holy-trinity-virtual-open-day/ 
 

St. Paul’s School for Girls are also hosting an online ‘Virtual Open Evening’.  Go to https://www.stpaulgl.bham.sch.uk  
and click on the link for the Virtual Open Evening https://www.onlineopenevening.co.uk/stpauls/ 
Please note that if you are applying for a place at St. Paul’s, you will also need to complete a supplementary information 
form and a ‘Certificate of Catholic Practice’ form. We have copies of this in the school office if you require one.  

 

Wear Green Day  
Thank you for supporting our Wear Green day today to mark the feast day of our 
House Patron St. John Henry Newman. We raised £88.17 which is brilliant.  
 

We will be having a ‘Wear Yellow’ non-uniform day on Friday 23rd October to 
celebrate the feast day of St. John Paul II. On this day you can come to school 
wearing something yellow. The cost of this will again be 50p per child or £1 for a 
family. 
 

Remembrance Day – Poppies 
Poppies will be on sale in school from the week beginning 19th October (one week from Monday). 
They will be available to the children during the day, priced at 20p per poppy. There are also limited 
amounts of some other items priced at £1 each. Please send your child with the correct money as 
change cannot be given. Thank you! 

 

https://eadmissions.birmingham.gov.uk/
http://holytrc.bham.sch.uk/holy-trinity-virtual-open-day/
https://www.stpaulgl.bham.sch.uk/
https://www.onlineopenevening.co.uk/stpauls/


If you have any safeguarding concerns please contact one of the safeguarding team; 
Mrs Ashley, Miss Price, Mrs Pattinson, Mr Caffrey and Mrs West 

 

World Mental Health Day 
Tomorrow is ‘World Mental Health Day’ in school and the children will be taking part in 
activities throughout next week based on positive emotional wellbeing, with a theme of 
‘Mental Health for All’. Please talk to your children about this and encourage them to 
discuss what they have learnt. You can find further information and activities to support 
this at https://www.place2be.org.uk/ 
 

This is a very important issue for everyone to be aware of, and most importantly to know that everyone needs help 
sometimes and it is ok to ask for help. As a school, we are not just here to support the children, but you as parents and 
carers too, and if you feel at any time that you need someone to talk to we are here to support you and signpost you 
to people who can help.  

 

Public Health England launches Every Mind Matters campaign 
Most families have experienced upheaval in their daily lives during the pandemic. With children and young people 
now back at school or college, the new Public Health England (PHE) Better Health – Every Mind Matters campaign 
provides NHS-endorsed tips and advice to help children and young people’s mental wellbeing, and equip parents and 
carers with the knowledge to support them. The new advice available on the Every Mind Matters website has been 
developed in partnership with leading children and young people’s mental health charities, including Young Minds, 
The Mix, Place2Be and The Anna Freud Centre. It is designed to help parents and carers spot the signs that children 
may be struggling with their mental health and support them, and also provides advice that can help maintain good 
mental wellbeing. The site also provides tools to help young people build resilience and equips them to look after their 
mental wellbeing. 
 

Water Bottles and Coats 
Please remember to send your child into school with their water bottle each day. We want to 
ensure that all children have access to fresh water throughout the day and we are unable to 
provide cups for use during the current restrictions. 
 

Please also remember to send your child with a coat every day now that the weather is getting 
colder. It can get very cold during lunchtimes and the children are outside for a long time.   

 

School Policies 
Over the last few weeks we have updated some of our school policies, please do take a look on our website to keep 
up to date with them. 

 

Mass at St Joseph’s at 6.00pm on Saturday evenings 
St Joseph’s Catholic Church has reopened again for Saturday evening Mass at 6pm. Father Stephen has informed the 
school that parents and children are welcome to start attending again, all you need to do is turn up wearing a masks 
and follow the instructions given to you by the stewards in attendance. All necessary COVID-19 secure measures have 
been put in place to reduce the risks to all in attendance. 
 

COVID-19 Symptoms 
Please can I ask that if you or someone in your household is suffering from even one of the COVID-19 symptoms, you 
seek medical advice on whether you need a test or not. If you are told you or your household member needs to take 
a test, please do not send your child/ren into school until the result are returned to you and you have checked with us 
that it is safe to do so. If there is a possibility that anyone in the household has Coronavirus, the whole household 
should isolate in the house and not go out for any reason, except to take a test. Thank you for your understanding 
with this. 
 

 

 

https://www.place2be.org.uk/


If you have any safeguarding concerns please contact one of the safeguarding team; 
Mrs Ashley, Miss Price, Mrs Pattinson, Mr Caffrey and Mrs West 

 

Masks/Visors 
Masks/visors are not mandatory outdoors, but I know many of our parent are starting to wear them while they are 
queuing up waiting to drop their child/ren off or pick them up. Please do wear one when on the school’s grounds, if 
possible, as this is another measure, we can use to help keep the school’s community safe. Please also remember to 
use the markings on the ground to help keep yourselves at a distance from the people around you, again they are 
there to keep you safe. 
 

If you are travelling on public transport, please can you ensure you and your child/ren, if they are over 11 years old, 
are wearing a face covering. Children under 11 years old and people with certain medical conditions are exempt from 
wearing a mask/visor. 
 

New legal duty to self-isolate came into force on Monday 28th September 
Please be aware that from last Monday 28th September, people in England are required by law to self-isolate if they 
test positive or are contacted by NHS Test and Trace. This law has been introduced by the government to ensure 
compliance with self-isolation rules and to reduce the spread of coronavirus (COVID-19). 
Fines were also introduced from Monday 28th September for those breaching self-isolation rules, starting at £1,000, 
in line with the existing penalty for breaking quarantine after international travel. This could increase to up to £10,000 
for repeat offences and the most serious breaches, including for those preventing others from self-isolating. 
Employers who force or allow staff to come to work who they know should be self-isolating will also be liable for fines 
of up to £10,000. 
 

COVID-19 App 
People across England and Wales are being urged to download the NHS COVID-19 app to help control the spread of 
coronavirus and protect themselves and their loved ones as case numbers rise. The app is now available to download 
for those aged 16 and over in multiple languages. The app will advise you to self-isolate if you have been in close 
contact with a confirmed case. It will also enable you to check symptoms, book a free test if needed and get your test 
results. You can download the app from the Apple AppStore or from Google Play for Android phones.  
 

Attendance – week ending 2nd October 2020 
A huge ‘well done’ to Year Two & Four who achieved a fabulous 100% attendance for last week. The full 
attendance figures are as follows:  
 

Rec  94%  Year One 93%   Year Two 100%   Year Three  99%  
Year Four 100%   Year Five 96%   Year Six 98% 
 

This gives a whole school attendance of 97%.  

 

House Champions  
Well done to St. John Henry Newman who were our House Point Champions this week! Keep 
working hard to achieve house points for your house.  
 

God Bless 

Mrs Ashley  

Head Teacher   
 
 


