
 

Archdiocese of Birmingham 

St. Joseph’s News  
Friday 16th October 2020 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dear Parents, Carers, Pupils, Staff and Parishioners, 
 

 

Prayer for our local community 
God, we ask for a flourishing community, where neighbours learn to love each other and come to know Jesus. We pray that we 
can be good stewards of Your love to each one of our neighbours. We ask that You help us to learn from our community, and it 
may be a place where all are welcomed. 
Amen. 
 

This week’s news 

This week, the whole school took part in a spiritual and well-being day. 
 

During their collective worship, Year 4 used their hands to choose 5 people to pray for. They loved the fact they could do this 
anywhere and at any time.  
 

             
 

Reception said their prayers beautifully during their collective worship; they asked God to give them all they need. 
 

       
 

Year 1 and 2 praised God in 
a socially distanced 
collective worship. 
 

   
 
 
 
 

    
 

Year 3 planned their own collective 
worship in pairs because our 

spiritual health is so important. 
 

              
 

 



If you have any safeguarding concerns please contact one of the safeguarding team; 
Mrs Ashley, Miss Price, Mrs Pattinson, Mr Caffrey and Mrs West 

 

 
Year 6 learnt that mental health is as important as physical health. They spent time writing about negative and 
positive feelings and the impact this can have and they created their own Be-Attitudes prayers. 
 

        
 

Year 5 led their own collective worship in the 
prayer garden, the theme of which was 
Refugees, which linked to the overarching 
theme for the half term of Families and 
Communities as well as the class text ‘The 
But at the back of the class’. 
 

      
 
 

 

Dates for your Diary 
Friday 23rd October  Wear Yellow day – 50p per child or £1 per family 
     School finishes for half term holiday    
Monday 2nd November  Return to school 

 
Whole School Risk Assessment 
Last week, we updated the whole school risk assessment and it has been posted on the school’s website. Please do take a look at 
it as it informs you about how we are mitigating the risks of being in school during the COVID-19 pandemic. 

 
Harvest Festival                                                                          

As part of our Harvest celebrations this year, we will be remembering those within our local 
community and globally.  
 

On Friday 23rd we are having a St John Paull II/Harvest Assembly. Year Two will be taking part 
in the Assembly and the rest of the school will be able to watch it live from their classrooms.  
Afterwards, each class will be involved in a prayer focused session where the children will 
write prayers for communities around the world. 
 

Next week, please can we ask you to send your child in with any food tins, packets or jars, which we can donate to a 
food bank in our local area. These organisations ensure that families in our area have an emergency supply of food. It 
would be wonderful if every child could donate one item of food as we recognise how fortunate we are to have food 
on our tables every mealtime. 
 

As well as this, in order to support children globally, we are going to ‘Brighten up this Harvest’ by fundraising to support 
communities in deprived areas of the world. Our money raised will support CAFOD to provide seeds and training for 
farmers, teaching people how to grow produce that isn’t destroyed by the weather. To do this, we are asking the 
children to wear brightly coloured clothes, which must have some yellow in them, for our nonuniform day on Friday 
23rd October. The children are encouraged to wear as many colours as they can on this day and to donate 50p per child 
or £1 per family to help children globally. Thank you for your support with our global family. 
 

‘For the needy will not always be forgotten, Nor the hope of the afflicted perish forever.’ Psalm 9:18 

 
 
 



If you have any safeguarding concerns please contact one of the safeguarding team; 
Mrs Ashley, Miss Price, Mrs Pattinson, Mr Caffrey and Mrs West 

 

Remembrance Day – Poppies  
From next week and for the first two weeks after half term we will be selling poppies and 
remembrance items in support of The Royal British Legion and our Armed Forces. Items, 
which range from poppies to snap bands are priced from 20p up to £1. Please send your 
child with the correct money. Each class will have a selection of items to choose from and 
will only be handled by class teachers beforehand. 
 
Note for parents regarding lunches 

If your child has a school meal, please can I ask that you do not send in extra food or snacks such as biscuits, crisps, 
chocolate or sweets with them. 
 

If your child does have a packed lunch, please can you make sure they are provided with a healthy meal? A treat of 
crisps and a cake or biscuit is allowed, but please limit these. Can I also can I remind you that chocolate bars or sweets 
are not part of the healthy schools guidelines.  
 

Break time snacks for key stage 2 should be a piece of fruit or a healthy snack bar. Key Stage 1 and Reception are 
entitled to free fruit.  
 

If at any time you wish to change your child’s meal option, please contact the office before you do this, so the kitchen 
have time to allow for any changes. 

 
Prime Minister announces new local COVID Alert Levels 

This week, the Prime Minister set out how the government will further simplify and standardise local rules by 
introducing a three-tiered system of local COVID Alert Levels in England – medium, high and very high. 
 

Further information on what you can and cannot do if you live, work or travel in each of the local COVID Alert Levels 
can be found using the links below: 
 Medium 
 High 
 Very high 

 

Birmingham is in the ‘High’ category. These rules were applied from 00:01 on Wednesday 14 October. 
 

The government has prioritised ensuring all children can attend school safely, to support their wellbeing and education 
and help working parents and guardians. Decisions on any restrictions necessary in education or childcare settings are 
taken separately on a case-by-case basis in the light of local circumstances, including information about the incidence 
and transmission of coronavirus (COVID-19). 

 
Home time arrangements 

Please can I ask all parents, who are coming into the KS2 playground at the end of the school day, to follow the red 
arrows in and out of the playground. The arrows are there to maintain a one-way system in and out of the school’s 
premise and are there to help you maintain social distancing. I realise at times there are large numbers of adults and 
children leaving at the same time, but if everyone follows the arrows a distance can be left between you and the family 
in front of you. Also, can I ask that parents do not hang around outside of the school premise at the end of the day as 
this can cause congestion on the pavements and makes social distancing difficult. Thank you for your understanding 
with this. 

 
Road Safety 

Please can I remind you once again to be extra vigilant around school when dropping off and picking up your children.  
The road is very busy at these times and the area very crowded. There is a zebra crossing provided for the safety of 
yourselves and your children and we strongly encourage you to use this when crossing the road.  

 
Mass at St Joseph’s at 6.00pm on Saturday evenings 

Mass is at St Joseph’s Catholic Church every Saturday evening at 6pm. You are all welcome; please wear a masks and 
follow the instructions given to you by the stewards in attendance. All necessary COVID-19 secure measures have been 
put in place to reduce the risks to all in attendance. 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/local-covid-alert-level-medium?utm_source=13%20October%202020%20C19&utm_medium=Daily%20Email%20C19&utm_campaign=DfE%20C19
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/local-covid-alert-level-high?utm_source=13%20October%202020%20C19&utm_medium=Daily%20Email%20C19&utm_campaign=DfE%20C19
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/local-covid-alert-level-very-high?utm_source=13%20October%202020%20C19&utm_medium=Daily%20Email%20C19&utm_campaign=DfE%20C19


If you have any safeguarding concerns please contact one of the safeguarding team; 
Mrs Ashley, Miss Price, Mrs Pattinson, Mr Caffrey and Mrs West 

 

COVID-19 Symptoms 

Please can I ask that if you or someone in your household is suffering from even one of the COVID-19 symptoms, you 
seek medical advice on whether you need a test or not. If you are told you or your household member needs to take 
a test, please do not send your child/ren into school until the result are returned to you and you have checked with us 
that it is safe to do so. If there is a possibility that anyone in the household has Coronavirus, the whole household 
should isolate in the house and not go out for any reason, except to take a test. Thank you for your understanding 
with this. 

 
Public Health England launches Every Mind Matters campaign 

The new Public Health England (PHE) Better Health – Every Mind Matters campaign provides tips and advice to help 
children and young people’s mental wellbeing. The advice available on the Every Mind Matters website has been 
developed in partnership with leading children and young people’s mental health charities, including Young Minds, 
The Mix, Place2Be and The Anna Freud Centre. It is designed to help parents and carers spot the signs that children 
may be struggling with their mental health and also provides advice that can help maintain good mental wellbeing. 
The site also provides tools to help young people build resilience and equips them to look after their mental wellbeing. 

 
Masks/Visors 

Masks/visors are not mandatory outdoors, but I know many of our parent are starting to wear them while they are 
queuing up waiting to drop their child/ren off or pick them up. Please do wear one when on the school’s grounds, if 
possible, as this is another measure, we can use to help keep the school’s community safe. Please also remember to 
use the markings on the ground to help keep yourselves at a distance from the people around you, again they are 
there to keep you safe. 
 

If you are travelling on public transport, please can you ensure you and your child/ren, if they are over 11 years old, 
are wearing a face covering. Children under 11 years old and people with certain medical conditions are exempt from 
wearing a mask/visor. 

 
Y6 Secondary Transfer Applications for September 2021 

All children in Year 6 now need to apply for a secondary school place for September 2021. Online application is open 
on the Birmingham City Council website at https://eadmissions.birmingham.gov.uk/ 
 

Secondary Transfer preferences for school places must be submitted to the City council by Saturday 31st October 
2020. Please ensure that you have applied for places by then, as late applications are less likely to get the school of 
their choice.  

 
Attendance – week ending 9th October 2020 

A huge ‘well done’ to Reception who achieved a fabulous 100% attendance for last week. The full attendance figures 
are as follows:  
Rec  100%  Year One 92%   Year Two 97%   Year Three  99%  
Year Four 99%   Year Five 99%   Year Six 99% 
 
This gives a whole school attendance of 98%.  
 

 
God Bless 
Mrs Ashley  
Head Teacher  

https://eadmissions.birmingham.gov.uk/

