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Dear Parents, Carers, Pupils, Staff and Parishioners, 
 

 

A Family Prayer: 
Loving God, you know us and all that we are facing. 
We thank you that we can come to you as we are – with all our fears and concerns, our difficulties and challenges. 
Please draw close to each of us and those we remember before you now. 
Bring to us your peace and comfort. 
And fill us with your Spirit that we may be bearers of your grace and hope to others. 
As a country protect us, encourage us and keep us. 
In the name of your Son Jesus we pray. 
Amen. 
 

This week’s news 
It has been an exceptionally busy week in school this week. The children have been remembering people who died in the wars 
and honouring them through the form of poetry. Each class have learned a poem to recite, that they then performed and recorded. 
These performances were put together and made into a ‘Lest we forget’ video. This afternoon, each class watched the video in 
their classes ensuring the children shared their learning while staying in their class Teams/Bubbles. Well done children, your 
performances were excellent. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Also, this week, every child has made a candle holder to shine as a #LightOfHope for our remembrance week. These candle holders 
were placed together in the hall for our remembrance service on Wednesday, spelling out our school name. This was a way for all 
200 of us to be together in prayer even though we could not be together in person. 
 

          
 

Dates for your Diary 
Friday 20th November  Wear Green Non-uniform Day – 50p per child/ £1 family 
 

Friday 27th November  Wear Blue Non-uniform Day – 50p per child/ £1 family 
 

Wednesday 9th December  Christmas Lunch Day 
Friday 11th December  Christmas Jumper Day 
 

Friday 18th December  School finishes for Christmas holiday – 1.00pm 
  

Monday 4th January  Return to school 
 

Colder months 
With the weather getting colder can I ask children to come to school in a warm coat and have hats and gloves please. Can I also 
ask that the children wear an extra white t-shirt or vest under their school uniform in the coming months as the current guidance 
to school is to open windows during lessons, so fresh air is circulating around the room while the children are in class. This does 
mean it will be cooler in the classrooms, so an extra layer will help the children stay warm. Thank you for your understanding with 
this. 



If you have any safeguarding concerns please contact one of the safeguarding team; 
Mrs Ashley, Miss Price, Mrs Pattinson, Mr Caffrey and Mrs West 

Report Cards 
Normally at this time of the year, we would be organising parents evening, but it is with real regret that we cannot host one in 
school this half term due to all the restrictions in place with people gathering in buildings due to COVID-19. This has meant we 
have had to think of another way to inform you of how your child/children have settled into their new year groups. 
 

Next Friday, we will be sending home a report card for your child, from their class teacher. This will inform 
you of how your child has settled into their new year group, what attitudes they are displaying while in school, 
what progress they have made since the start of this academic year and a few suggestions of how you can 
support your child at home during the coming months. 
 

As you will not have the opportunity to talk to your child’s teacher face to face,  we are asking that if you do 
have any questions or concerns regarding this report card, that you ring the school office and they will arrange 
a time that is convenience for you and your child’s teacher to have a phone conversation to discuss them. 

 

Flu Vaccinations on Monday 
This coming Monday, 16th November, the children will have the opportunity to receive the flu nasal spray vaccination. Please do 
send the consent form back into school by Monday, if you have not already done so, even if you do not want your child to have it. 
Thank you for your help with this.  
 

‘Wear Green’ Non-Uniform Day – 20th November 
Next Friday 20th November is going to be ‘Wear Green’ Non-Uniform day in school. Please come to school dressed in green. The 
cost of this is 50p per child or £1 per family. 
 

Thank you for your support with our Wear red day today. We raised £83.03 which is fabulous! 
 

Water Bottles 
Just a reminder that your child should bring a water bottle with them to school every day. This should be labelled 
with their name and should only contain water. Thank you for your support with this. 
 

Updated guidance for Parents and Carers from the DfE 
The DfE have updated their guidance for parents and carers on what they need to know about early years providers, schools and 
colleges during the coronavirus (COVID-19) outbreak. This update provides information on the national restrictions that came into 
force on 5 November, the latest advice for clinically extremely vulnerable children and young people and advice on the use of face 
coverings in education settings. It is available at https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/what-parents-and-carers-need-
to-know-about-early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak/what-parents-and-carers-
need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges-in-the-autumn-term 
 

Masses over the coming month 
For the duration of this second lockdown, churches can open for private prayer and for support for those in need, but Masses as 
a community must stop. So people can continue to celebrate Mass and receive spiritual communion many churches are now live 
streaming Mass.  
 

The following website facilitates the live streaming of Mass. St Chad’s Cathedral, Birmingham, Our Lady of Lourdes, Yardley Wood, 
Our Lady and St Brigid, Northfield, St Ambrose Barlow, Hall Green, Our Lady of the Wayside, Shirley and St Edwards, Selly Park are 
some local churches where Mass can be viewed at various times 

 St Chad’s Cathedral – https://www.stchadscathedral.org.uk/  
Our Lady of the Wayside Church - https://camstreamer.com/redirect/3514c7ab7ecb1a4/S-41479 
 

COVID-19 Symptoms 
Please can I ask that if you or someone in your household is suffering from even one of the COVID-19 symptoms, you seek medical 
advice on whether you need a test or not. If you are told you or your household member needs to take a test, please do not 
send your child/ren into school until the results are returned to you and you have checked with us that it is safe to do so. If 
there is a possibility that anyone in the household has Coronavirus, the whole household should isolate in the house and not go 
out for any reason, except to take a test. Thank you for your understanding with this. 
 

Masks/Visors 

If you are coming into the school office area for any reason, you must wear a mask. We will not allow you entry 
without one. This is for the protection of all of our school family. 
 

Please wear a Masks/visors when on the school’s grounds, as this is another measure, we can use to 
help keep the school’s community safe. Please also remember to use the markings on the ground to help 
keep yourselves at a distance from the people around you, again they are there to keep you safe. 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak/what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges-in-the-autumn-term
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak/what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges-in-the-autumn-term
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak/what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges-in-the-autumn-term
https://www.stchadscathedral.org.uk/
https://camstreamer.com/redirect/3514c7ab7ecb1a4/S-41479


If you have any safeguarding concerns please contact one of the safeguarding team; 
Mrs Ashley, Miss Price, Mrs Pattinson, Mr Caffrey and Mrs West 

If you are travelling on public transport, please ensure that you and any children are over 11 years old, are wearing a face covering. 
Children under 11 years old and people with certain medical conditions are exempt from wearing a mask/visor. 
 

How Parents can help keep the school open during this second lockdown 
• Drop children off promptly at their designated start time. 

• Pick children up promptly at their designated end time to the day. 

• Ensure only one adult from your household brings and collects your child/ren. 

• Maintain 2 metres social distance from other parents and children at all times. 

• If on the KS2 playground at home time, please stay on the yellow crosses and then follow the one-way system out of 
the playground straightaway after picking up your child. 

• To enable social distancing, please do not gather outside the school gates or across the road at either entrance. 

• If you are in a social bubble, please contact school to inform us. 

• Wear a face covering, when on the school premise and/or in the school building. 

• Do not bring your child into school if they or if anybody in your household have a temperature, a continuous cough, 
the loss or change of their taste or smell. If you are unsure, please contact school for advice. 

• Do not bring your child into school if they or someone in your household has taken or is going to take a test, until 
the results have been returned. 

 

Thank you for your understanding with this. Our aim is to keep the school open and continue to provide the best education 
we can for your children. 

 

Staying Safe Online:  
We know that children will be online more as we all stay in our homes. It is really important that we ensure our children are safe 
online too. Here are some resources which are particularly helpful. Please check out the parental control section which gives 
advice to help parents put parental controls on any devices their children are using at home.  
  
Keeping up to date with the latest apps  
NSPCC’s Net Aware provides simple guides for parents to the most popular social networks, app and games. Simply type in the 
app you wish to review in the search bar and the website will provide you with some useful information to help parents make an 
informed decision.  
https://www.net-aware.org.uk/  
  
Support for parents and carers to keep their children safe online  

• Internet matters  
 https://www.internetmatters.org/?gclid=EAIaIQobChMIktuA5LWK2wIVRYXVCh2afg2aEAAYASAAEgIJ5vD_BwE  

• Net-aware – support for parents and carers from the NSPCC - https://www.net-aware.org.uk/  

• Parent info - https://parentinfo.org/  

• Thinkuknow – for advice from the National Crime Agency to stay safe online - https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/  

• UK Safer Internet Centre - https://www.saferinternet.org.uk/advice-centre/parents-and-carers  

• Childline – support for children 
- https://www.childline.org.uk/?utm_source=google&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=UK_GO_S_B_BND_Grant_Chil
dline_Information&utm_term=role_of_childline&gclsrc=aw.ds&&gclid=EAIaIQobChMIlfLRh-
ez6AIVRrDtCh1N9QR2EAAYASAAEgLc-vD_BwE&gclsrc=aw.ds  

• UK Safer Internet Centre – reporting harmful content - https://reportharmfulcontent.com/  

• CEOP – advice on making a report about online abuse - https://www.ceop.police.uk/safety-centre/  
  

Useful Contacts  
NSPCC: 0808 800 5000 - Childline: 0800 1111 – Samaritans: 116 123 - Mind: 0300 123 3393  
   

NSPCC helpline   
The NSPCC helpline has been expanded, so more adults know where to go with concerns about the safety and wellbeing of any 
children. Some common signs that there may be something concerning happening in a child’s life include:   

• aggressive or repeated shouting   

• hearing hitting or things being broken   

• children crying for long periods of time   

• very young children left alone or are outdoors by themselves   

• children looking dirty or not changing their clothes   

• children being withdrawn or anxious.   
    

https://www.net-aware.org.uk/
https://www.internetmatters.org/?gclid=EAIaIQobChMIktuA5LWK2wIVRYXVCh2afg2aEAAYASAAEgIJ5vD_BwE
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https://www.childline.org.uk/?utm_source=google&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=UK_GO_S_B_BND_Grant_Childline_Information&utm_term=role_of_childline&gclsrc=aw.ds&&gclid=EAIaIQobChMIlfLRh-ez6AIVRrDtCh1N9QR2EAAYASAAEgLc-vD_BwE&gclsrc=aw.ds
https://www.childline.org.uk/?utm_source=google&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=UK_GO_S_B_BND_Grant_Childline_Information&utm_term=role_of_childline&gclsrc=aw.ds&&gclid=EAIaIQobChMIlfLRh-ez6AIVRrDtCh1N9QR2EAAYASAAEgLc-vD_BwE&gclsrc=aw.ds
https://www.childline.org.uk/?utm_source=google&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=UK_GO_S_B_BND_Grant_Childline_Information&utm_term=role_of_childline&gclsrc=aw.ds&&gclid=EAIaIQobChMIlfLRh-ez6AIVRrDtCh1N9QR2EAAYASAAEgLc-vD_BwE&gclsrc=aw.ds
https://reportharmfulcontent.com/
https://www.ceop.police.uk/safety-centre/


If you have any safeguarding concerns please contact one of the safeguarding team; 
Mrs Ashley, Miss Price, Mrs Pattinson, Mr Caffrey and Mrs West 

The NSPCC helpline, which has around 100 staff, can be reached 24 hours a day by email – help@nspcc.org.uk - or through its 
online reporting form. Its team of experts can also be called Monday to Friday 8am-10pm or 9am-6pm at the weekends on 0808 
800 5000.   

 

Public Health England launches Every Mind Matters campaign 
The new advice available on the Every Mind Matters website has been developed in partnership with leading children and young 
people’s mental health charities, including Young Minds, The Mix, Place2Be and The Anna Freud Centre. It is designed to help 
parents and carers spot the signs that children may be struggling with their mental health and support them, and also provides 
advice that can help maintain good mental wellbeing. The site also provides tools to help young people build resilience and equips 
them to look after their mental wellbeing. 
 

Attendance – week ending 6th November 2020 
A huge ‘well done’ to Years Three and Four who achieved a fabulous 100% attendance for last week. The full attendance figures 
are as follows:  
 

Rec  98%  Year One 95%   Year Two 99%   Year Three  100%  
Year Four 100%   Year Five 96%   Year Six  99% 
 

This gives a whole school attendance of 98%.  

 

House Champions  
Well done to St. Teresa of Kolkata who were our House Point Champions for this week! Keep working 
hard to achieve house points for your house.  
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Our stars this week are: 
 

Reception Yeabsara for brilliant maths work this week 
Year 1   Nathan Y for a super attitude to his work 
Year 2   Esther  for wonderful work in RE 
Year 3   Meron   for beautiful, prayerful behaviour during our virtual Mass  
Year 4  Bethel Y for writing an excellent poem about remembrance  
Year 5   Zuri  for writing a thoughtful poem about WW1 
Year 6   Naomi   for writing an exceptional remembrance sonnet! 
 
God Bless 
Mrs Ashley  
Head Teacher  

mailto:help@nspcc.org.uk
https://www.nhs.uk/oneyou/every-mind-matters
https://youngminds.org.uk/
https://www.themix.org.uk/
https://www.place2be.org.uk/
https://www.annafreud.org/

