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Dear Parents, Carers, Pupils, Staff and Parishioners, 
 

 

Second Sunday of Advent 
This Sunday is the Second Sunday of Advent. The theme of this Sunday is “preparing the way for the Lord.” When 
you go to church on Sunday, you will hear about John the Baptist, who was the son of Mary’s Cousin Elizabeth. John 
also features in the Christmas story, as the baby born to Elizabeth whom Mary went to share her news with after the 
angel’s visit. You may remember in that story, Elizabeth tells of her baby, John, ‘leaping for joy’ in her womb, when 
Mary told her the news. John, as an adult, was a preacher and baptised people, and was the first person to recognise 
Jesus as the Messiah. John and Jesus would have been around the same age, and John was preaching at the time just 
before Jesus started his public ministry of preaching in Jerusalem and Galilee.  
 

Just as once before he “prepared the way” for the coming of Christ, so today he does the 
same for us. Our hearts should be open to his voice, as he calls us to repentance, and asks 
us to make the way straight for the coming of our Lord. The theme of preparing the way for 
the Lord is very important at this time of year, because in celebrating advent, like John the 
Baptist, we are preparing for the coming of Jesus. During advent, we are asked to prepare 
spiritually for the coming of Jesus, through prayer and reflection, and the sacrament of 
confession. 
 

We are preparing the way for the Lord in our lives by lighting our Advent wreaths each day at prayer time and 
through our prayers and reflections. 
 

 

A beginning of Advent Prayer 
Second Sunday of Advent (Year B) - “And this is what he proclaimed: “One mightier than I is coming after me. I am not 
worthy to stoop and loosen the thongs of his sandals.” Mark 1:7 

 

My glorious Lord, You and You alone are the Saviour of the World. You and You alone are God. Give me the wisdom 
of humility that I may dedicate my life to pointing others to You so that many will come to know You as their true Lord 
and God. I am not worthy of You, my Lord. Yet in Your mercy, You use me anyway. I thank You and dedicate my life to 
the proclamation of Your holy name. Jesus, I trust in You. 
 

This week’s news 
In Year 4 on Tuesday, Eddie the Elf came 
out of his 2-week quarantine and since 
then he has been playing lots of pranks 
on the Year 4 teachers. He has used a 
mask as a hammock (bed) and written 
on the tiles and sink in the classroom. 
Let’s hope the teachers manage to keep 
him under control over the coming 2-
weeks!! 
                 
Year 2 have been keeping fit and healthy this week in their gymnastics lessons. 
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Year 6 have been learning about circles in Maths this week. They have been 
calculating the circumference, radius and diameter and using algebraic 
equations to solve problems. 
 

Dates for your Diary 
Tuesday 8th December                  Christmas Jumper Day 
 

Monday 14th December  Christmas Lunch Day 
Friday 18th December  School finishes for Christmas holiday – 1.00pm 
  

Monday 4th January  Return to school 
 

Christmas Dinner 
Due to unforeseen circumstances we have had to move Christmas Dinner Day. It will now take place on 

Monday 14th December. The dinner will be a traditional Christmas dinner – roast turkey, stuffing, 
roast potatoes, vegetables etc, with a fish/vegetarian option.  If your child usually has a packed lunch 
and you would like your child to have a dinner on this day please send in the payment of £2.40 in an 

envelope with your child’s name and class on it by Wednesday 9th December. 
 

Christmas Jumper Day 
On Tuesday we are having a ‘Wear Your Christmas Jumper Non-Uniform Day’ in school. There will 
be no charge for this and you should come to school dressed in your craziest Christmas jumpers!!!  
 

Christmas Production 
As you are aware, we are planning to create a Christmas performance and put it on our You Tube 

channel in the last week of term. As it takes some time to record the class carols and then to put 
them together in the correct order for the performance, we need to actually record the children 
singing their carols next Tuesday. This means we need to know by Monday if you want your 

children to be in the video of the performance. Please can you send back the permission letter, 
signed and dated, letting us know whether you want your child involved in the video or whether you 

prefer them not to be by Monday. If we do not receive a permission slip from you by Monday, we will 
not record your child in the performance. Thank you. 
 

Christmas Cards / Birthdays 
Unfortunately due to the current restrictions in place we are unable to allow children to give out Christmas cards in 
school this year. Likewise, we are unable to allow children to distribute sweets, cakes or party bags on their birthdays. 
I understand this may be disappointing, however the restrictions are in place to try to keep school as ‘Covid safe’ as 
possible. We will let you know once you are able to resume bringing in birthday treats.  
 
 

School Bags 
Please remember to check your child’s bags daily to avoid missing any important letters that may be sent home, 
especially if you have very little children at school, who may not tell you about a letter going out. While all of our 
forthcoming events are listed on the newsletter weekly (which is available online too), we often send out letters with 
consent forms that need to be returned to school.  
 

Reporting a Positive or a Negative COVID-19 Test Result 
Last week we have set up a new email address for school. This email address is to be used if a child receives a 
positive or a negative test result for COVID. Please notify school, using the email address covid@stjosb7.bham.sch.uk 
as soon as possible, including evenings and weekends. This mailbox is monitored regularly, so we can respond 
quickly to any confirmed cases.  
 

If we do receive a notification of a positive test result, we may need to ask a class team/bubble to isolate. It is very 
important that we have up-to-date contact details and email addresses for you, as if this is the case we will send an 
email and/or text message to you letting you know that your child, in that particular class, needs to isolate for up to 
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14 days and should not leave the house until the date given in the email/text. If your child is isolating but has no 
symptoms, then remote (home) learning will be made available to them for the length of their isolation. 
 

Visiting Foodbank 
There will be a mobile foodbank visiting St. Matthews’s School car park in Nechells on Thursday 10th and Thursday 
17th December between 1.00pm and 3.30pm. This is available for people in the Nechells community who are in need 
at this time.  
 

Free ‘Learn at Home’ initiative in Computing 
The Raspberry Pi Foundation have launched a free Learn at Home initiative to support parents and young people 
with coding resources at home. You don’t need any coding experience to join in, and all of their resources and 
activities are free forever. 
 

• Get involved with their space challenge, Astro Pi Mission Zero in partnership with the European Space Agency, 
where young people can send a message to the International Space Station! 
 

• Every Wednesday their team of educators host a digital making live stream to inspire and teach young people 
about getting creative with technology. 
 

• They provide over 200 coding projects you can follow on any computer, with themes from looking after yourself to 
protecting the planet. All with step-by-step instructions, accessible online at any time, for free! 
 

Simply visit their website to get started right away! 
 

Masses this Weekend 
From this weekend will are now able to celebrate Mass collectively in churches again. Please do check your churches’ 
website to find out how you can attend Mass safely. For people who are self-isolating or are vulnerable and unable 
to attend the following churches facilitate the live streaming of Mass. St Chad’s Cathedral, Birmingham, Our Lady of 
Lourdes, Yardley Wood, Our Lady and St Brigid, Northfield, St Ambrose Barlow, Hall Green, Our Lady of the Wayside, 
Shirley and St Edwards, Selly Park are some local churches where Mass can be viewed at various times.  
  

St Chad’s Cathedral – https://www.stchadscathedral.org.uk/  
Our Lady of the Wayside Church - https://camstreamer.com/redirect/3514c7ab7ecb1a4/S-41479 
 

How Parents can help keep the school to stay open in Tier 3 
On Wednesday the country came out of Lockdown and Birmingham were put into the new Tier 3. This means there 
are still lots of restrictions on us collectively as a community. Below are some things that you can do to help us remain 
open over the coming weeks and months. 
  

 Drop children off promptly at their designated start time. 

 Pick children up promptly at their designated end time to the day. 

 Ensure only one adult from your household brings and collects your child/ren. 

 Maintain 2 metres social distance from other parents and children at all times. 

 If on the KS2 playground at home time, please stay on the yellow crosses and then follow the one-way system 
out of the playground straightaway after picking up your child. 

 To enable social distancing, please do not gather outside the school gates or across the road at either entrance. 

 If you are in a social bubble, please contact school to inform us. 

 Wear a face covering, when on the school premise and/or in the school building. 

 Do not bring your child into school if they or if anybody in your household have a temperature, a continuous 
cough, the loss or change of their taste or smell. If you are unsure, please contact school for advice. 

 Do not bring your child into school if they or someone in your household has taken or is going to take a test, 
until the results have been returned. 

 Do not mix socially in other people's houses/homes. 

https://camstreamer.com/redirect/3514c7ab7ecb1a4/S-41479
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22 
sleeps until 
Christmas! 

Snow! 
In the event of any heavy snow over the coming weeks or extreme weather which causes significant 
disruption, any school closures will be listed on local radio stations, as follows: Free Radio 96.4, Heart FM 
100.7 and Radio WM 95.6. If you do not hear our school name or any mention of ‘blanket closures’, then 
school is open!! Remember that there are several St Joseph’s schools and you must listen out for ours. 
We will also send a text message out so please ensure that you keep us up-to-date with any changes of 
contact numbers. Thank you! 

  

Attendance – week ending 20th November 2020 
Well done to Year Three and Year Four who achieved 98% attendance for last week. The full attendance figures are as 
follows:  
 

Rec  95%  Year One 96%   Year Two 97%   Year Three  98%  
Year Four 98%   Year Five 96%   Year Six  94% 
 

This gives a whole school attendance of 96%.  
 

Happy Birthday 
Happy Birthday this week to Yandeh (Reception), Eliana D (Year Two), Mer (Year Three) and Rocco & 
Zevannah (Year Five) 
 

House Champions  
Well done to St. Teresa who were our House Point Champions for this week! Keep working hard to 
achieve house points for your house.  
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Our stars this week are: 
 

Reception  Mary    for great reading  
Year 1   Kezia  for a wonderful attitude to all her work  
Year 2   Lincoln  for marvellous maths  
Year 3   Zachius  for listening and trying his best to  

concentrate this week  
Year 4   Mt.Zion for trying really hard with his handwriting at  

school and home, and getting his pen license  
Year 5   Sara  for writing a detailed diary about life in a trench 
Year 6   Imaan  for making excellent progress in maths!   
 
God Bless 
Mrs Ashley  
Head Teacher  


