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Dear Parents, Carers, Pupils, Staff and Parishioners, 
 

 

Third Sunday of Advent 
This Sunday is the Third Sunday of Advent, and we light the pink candle on our Advent Wreaths. The pink candle is a 
symbol of joy, hope and expectation. At the time of Jesus’ birth, people were waiting for his 
coming. They had been told that a Messiah would come, and they were hoping and waiting 
for the time to come.  The third Sunday of advent is also traditionally known as ‘Gaudete 
Sunday’. The word ‘Gaudete’ is Latin and means ‘rejoice!’ The theme this week is therefore 
one of rejoicing that Christmas is very near.  
 
As the feast of Christmas draws closer, we are reminded that Jesus is with us even now, and the Church emphasises 
the anticipation and joy which should be in our hearts as we come closer to celebrating the birth of Jesus and 
remembering the true spirit of Christmas. John the Baptist tells people that the one that they have been expecting, 
the light of the world, is amongst them and that their waiting is almost over. John prepares the way for Jesus 
through his preaching and baptising. This message also tells us that we should rejoice and have joy in our hearts, as 
the waiting of advent is almost over.  
 

 

Advent Prayer 
Third Sunday of Advent (Year B) - “I baptize with water; but there is one among you whom you do not recognize, the 
one who is coming after me, whose sandal strap I am not worthy to untie.”  John 1:26–27 
 
Lord, fill me with true humility. May I know and believe with all my heart that I am unworthy of the incredible life of 
grace You have given to me. But in that humble realization, give me the grace I need to serve You with all my heart so 
that others may come to know You through me.  Jesus, I trust in You. 
 

This week’s news 
This week lots of things have been happening in school; the Christmas 
tree has been put up, there is a stable backdrop in the hall and the 
children have taken part in the first recorded Christmas Production we 
have done as a school. It has been a very exciting week!! 
 

On Tuesday, we recorded each class singing their carols for the 
production, in readiness for the show all the children were invited to 
come into school wearing their Christmas jumpers. There were lots of 
different ones to see; Someone in Year 1 even had one that sang! 
 

 
Year 3 have taken part in a cross-
curriculum PE lesson this week, they 
have been applying their Maths 
knowledge to help them solve 
orienteering challenges.  
 
 

 
 

Dates for your Diary 
Monday 14th December  Christmas Lunch Day 
Thursday 17th December School finishes for Christmas holiday at the usual times 
  

Monday 4th January  Return to school 



If you have any safeguarding concerns please contact one of the safeguarding team; 
Mrs Ashley, Miss Price, Mrs Pattinson, Mr Caffrey and Mrs West 

 
 

Short notice Inset Day 
We will be closing earlier than planned next week. This is after the DfE announced that schools could have a short 
notice inset day on Friday 18th December, to try and reduce the disruption to families over the Christmas holiday 
period. This means that the last day the school will be open will be Thursday 17th December 2020 and we will finish 
at the normal staggered finishing times, which are: 
 

YR – finish 3.00pm Y1 – finish 3.05pm Y2 – finish 3.10pm Y3 – finish 3.05pm 
Y4 – finish 3.05pm Y5 – finish 3.10pm Y6 – finish 3.15pm 
 

School will reopen for the start of the spring term on Monday 04th January 2021 at the normal staggered start times. 
 

Christmas Dinner 
Christmas Dinner Day is on Monday. The dinner will be a traditional Christmas dinner – roast turkey, 
stuffing, roast potatoes, vegetables etc, with a fish/vegetarian option.   
 

 

Christmas Production 
This week we recorded each class singing their carols and telling the Christmas Story. Afterwards, our 
talented Mrs Farnan, has spent many hours producing our school production. On Wednesday 16th  
December, a text will be sent out to you with the link to our You Tube Channel, where the production 

will be uploaded. Please do spend time watching this as I know you will be delighted to see how well 
your children have performed. Well done children, you all sang beautifully.   

 

Feeling ill next week 
The Government recently announced a partial lifting of COVID-19 restrictions for the Christmas period 23rd to 27th 
December. Many of us will be busy making arrangements to meet up with loved ones during this festive time.  A word 
of caution, your plans may be severely impacted if your child is asked to isolate for 10 or 14 days. With this in mind, 
can I please ask that we are all particularly vigilant and careful during the remainder of term.  If we have to close a 
bubble in the final week all children and staff who have been in close or direct contact will be in isolation on Christmas 
Day.   
 

If your child feels unwell, please do not send them to school.  If your child, or anyone in your household or support 
bubble has COVID-19 symptoms, please do not send them to school. Please arrange a COVID-19 test and only send 
them back to school if the test result is negative and your child is well. Thank you for your continued support. Please 
stay safe. 
 

Contact tracing over Christmas 
Public Health England and the DfE have asked school leaders to be available for the first six days after we finish for the 
Christmas holiday. This is so, if families need to be contacted due to a positive case being reported in school, then 
school leaders can contact relevant families and staff to let them know they need to isolate. Please be advised you 
may receive a text message or email in the first 6 days, up to and including the 23rd December, informing you that 
your child needs to isolate. 
 

Please do still contact school, via the email address covid@stjosb7.bham.sch.uk if you, your child or someone else 
in your household develops symptoms during the first 2 days after school has finished (Friday 18th and Saturday 19th 
December) and subsequently tests positive. This email address will continued to be monitored up to and including 
the 23rd December. Thank you for your understanding with this. 
 

New Reception Classteacher 
When we return in January, we will have a new member of staff joining us to work in our Reception class. Her name is 
Miss. McKoy. Earlier this week she visited the class, so Mrs Caffrey could introduce her to the children, and she could 
learn a little about them. She is very excited about joining our staff and working with all our lovely Reception class 
children. 
 

 

mailto:covid@stjosb7.bham.sch.uk


If you have any safeguarding concerns please contact one of the safeguarding team; 
Mrs Ashley, Miss Price, Mrs Pattinson, Mr Caffrey and Mrs West 

 
 

Visiting Foodbank 
There will be a mobile foodbank visiting St. Matthews’s School car park in Nechells on Thursday 17th December 
between 1.00pm and 3.30pm. This is available for people in the Nechells community who are in need at this time.  
 

Free webinar for parents on common mistakes made in Maths by Year 6, 7 and 8 children 
The focus for the webinar is common mistakes children make in Years 6, 7 and 8 and how to help at home. The host 
will dive into the 200+ million answers on Diagnostic Questions to find the 5 most common mistakes made by children 
of each Year. For each mistake, some free resources and activities will be suggested that you (the parent) can use with 
your children at home to help them better understand the concept. The aim is to help you feel better connected to 
school mathematics, and reduce the anxiety surrounding supporting their children. 
 

Once again, each webinar is completely free, and you can reserve a spot here: https://eedi.com/webinars   The dates 
of the webinars are: Year 6 parents -  Jan 7th at 8pm,  Year 7 parents -  Jan 14th at 8pm, Year 8 parents - Jan 21st at 
8pm 
 

Reporting a Positive or a Negative COVID-19 Test Result 
If a child receives a positive or a negative test result for COVID please notify school, using the email address 
covid@stjosb7.bham.sch.uk as soon as possible, including evenings and weekends. This mailbox is monitored 
regularly, so we can respond quickly to any confirmed cases.  
 

If we do receive a notification of a positive test result, we may need to ask a class team/bubble to isolate. It is very 
important that we have up-to-date contact details and email addresses for you, as if this is the case we will send an 
email and/or text message to you letting you know that your child, in that particular class, needs to isolate for up to 
14 days and should not leave the house until the date given in the email/text. If your child is isolating but has no 
symptoms, then remote (home) learning will be made available to them for the length of their isolation. 
 

Masses this Weekend 
From this weekend will are now able to celebrate Mass collectively in churches again. Please do check your churches’ 
website to find out how you can attend Mass safely. For people who are self-isolating or are vulnerable and unable 
to attend the following churches facilitate the live streaming of Mass. St Chad’s Cathedral, Birmingham, Our Lady of 
Lourdes, Yardley Wood, Our Lady and St Brigid, Northfield, St Ambrose Barlow, Hall Green, Our Lady of the Wayside, 
Shirley and St Edwards, Selly Park are some local churches where Mass can be viewed at various times.  
  

St Chad’s Cathedral – https://www.stchadscathedral.org.uk/  
Our Lady of the Wayside Church - https://camstreamer.com/redirect/3514c7ab7ecb1a4/S-41479 
 

How Parents can help keep the school to stay open in Tier 3 
On Wednesday the country came out of Lockdown and Birmingham were put into the new Tier 3. This means there 
are still lots of restrictions on us collectively as a community. Below are some things that you can do to help us remain 
open over the coming weeks and months. 
  

 Drop children off promptly at their designated start time. 

 Pick children up promptly at their designated end time to the day. 

 Ensure only one adult from your household brings and collects your child/ren. 

 Maintain 2 metres social distance from other parents and children at all times. 

 If on the KS2 playground at home time, please stay on the yellow crosses and then follow the one-way system 
out of the playground straightaway after picking up your child. 

 To enable social distancing, please do not gather outside the school gates or across the road at either entrance. 

 If you are in a social bubble, please contact school to inform us. 

 Wear a face covering, when on the school premise and/or in the school building. 

 Do not bring your child into school if they or if anybody in your household have a temperature, a continuous 
cough, the loss or change of their taste or smell. If you are unsure, please contact school for advice. 

 Do not bring your child into school if they or someone in your household has taken or is going to take a test, 
until the results have been returned. 

 Do not mix socially in other people's houses/homes. 

https://eedi.com/webinars
https://camstreamer.com/redirect/3514c7ab7ecb1a4/S-41479


If you have any safeguarding concerns please contact one of the safeguarding team; 
Mrs Ashley, Miss Price, Mrs Pattinson, Mr Caffrey and Mrs West 

 
 

14 
sleeps until 
Christmas! 

Snow! 
In the event of any heavy snow over the coming weeks or extreme weather which causes significant 
disruption, any school closures will be listed on local radio stations, as follows: Free Radio 96.4, Heart FM 
100.7 and Radio WM 95.6. If you do not hear our school name or any mention of ‘blanket closures’, then 
school is open!! Remember that there are several St Joseph’s schools and you must listen out for ours. 
We will also send a text message out so please ensure that you keep us up-to-date with any changes of 
contact numbers. Thank you! 

  

 

Attendance – week ending 4th December 2020 
Well done to Year Two who achieved a brilliant 99% attendance for last week. The full attendance figures are as 
follows:  
 

Rec  98%  Year One 92%   Year Two 99%   Year Three  95%  
Year Four 98%   Year Five 93%   Year Six  96% 
 

This gives a whole school attendance of 96%.  
 

 

Happy Birthday 
Happy Birthday this week to Jin (Reception), Hewan (Year One), Rosie-Mae & Yongqing (Year Two) and 
Jasper (Year Four) 
 

 

House Champions  
Well done to St. John Henry Newman who were our House Point Champions for this week! Keep 
working hard to achieve house points for your house.  
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Our stars this week are: 
 

Reception  Benjamin for fabulous Maths work  
Year 1   Eldana   for wonderful xylophone playing in the nativity  
Year 2   Etteyen  for counting in twos   
Year 3   Abigel   for working well as part of a team in PE  
Year 4   Jahmarl  for trying his best in every activity he completes 

Year 5   Zevannah Persevering in maths with short division 
Year 6   Amira   Showing responsibility and independence with  

her home learning  
 
God Bless 
Mrs Ashley  
Head Teacher  


