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Dear Parents, Carers, Pupils, Staff and Parishioners, 
 

 

Fourth Sunday of Advent 
This Sunday is the Fourth Sunday of Advent, and we light the remaining purple candle on our 
wreath, along with the other three. The remaining, centre candle is white and is called the Christ 
Candle.  It is traditionally lit on Christmas Eve or Christmas Day. The central location of the Christ 
Candle reminds us that Jesus is at the heart of Christmas, giving light to the world. 
 
In the readings this week, we begin to hear about the “Christmas story” itself. For the past weeks 
we have been preparing ourselves to greet Jesus when he comes. Now we prepare to remember how he first came, 
by listening to the prophets who told of his coming, and by hearing of the events before his birth. Today we focus on 
the characters of Mary and Joseph, and hear how Jesus came to be conceived, and the reaction of Joseph. If you go to 
church on Sunday, you will hear in the Gospel that Matthew quotes Isaiah, which is the first reading today. Joseph, 
descendant of King David, is invited to take his place in the great story of God’s relationship with the Chosen people.  
 
At this time of year, we often hear the word Emmanuel used as a name for Jesus. Emmanuel means ‘God with us’ and 
is one of the titles often used for Jesus. ‘Emmanuel’ gives us the central meaning of Christmas, which is that God is 
with us and always will be 

 

Advent Prayer 
Fourth Sunday of Advent (Year B) - “Behold, I am the handmaid of the Lord. May it be done to me according to your 
word.”  Luke 1:38a 
 
Dearest Mother Mary, pray for me that I may imitate your perfect “Yes” to the Most Holy Trinity. May your prayer 
become my prayer and may the effects of your surrender as a handmaid of the Lord also affect my life profoundly. 
Lord, Jesus, may Your perfect will, in union with the will of the Father and the Holy Spirit, be done in my life today and 
always. Jesus, I trust in You. 
 

The God Who Speaks 
Bishop Peter Brignall (Wreham) has created At the Manger: Family Crib Service for the Eight Day of Christmas. The link 
is here, so you can do this at home as a family: godwhospeaks.uk/at-the-manger-family-celebrations-for-the-eight-
days-of-christmas 
 

Masses over Christmas 
Over the Christmas period, Mass will be celebrated at St Joseph’s Catholic Church, Nechells and Sacred Heart & St 
Margaret Mary Catholic Church, Aston. Below is a list of Mass times and dates for both churches: 
 

St Joseph’s Catholic Church: 
Saturday 19th December - Vigil of Advent IV – 6.00pm 
Thursday 24th December - Christmas Eve Vigil Mass of Christmas – 7.30pm 
Friday 25th December - No Christmas Day Mass 
Saturday 26th December - St Stephen’s Day – 6.00pm 
 

Sacred Heart & St Margaret Mary Catholic Church: 
Sunday 20th December - Advent IV – 10.00am 
Thursday 24th December - Christmas Eve Vigil Mass of Christmas – 7.30pm 
Friday 25th December - Christmas Day – 10.00am 
Saturday 26th December - St Stephen’s Day – 11.00am 
Sunday 27th December - Holy Family – 10.00am 
 
 



If you have any safeguarding concerns please contact one of the safeguarding team; 
Mrs Ashley, Miss Price, Mrs Pattinson, Mr Caffrey and Mrs West 

 
 

For people who are self-isolating or are vulnerable and unable to attend the following churches facilitate the live 
streaming of Mass. St Chad’s Cathedral, Birmingham, Our Lady of Lourdes, Yardley Wood, Our Lady and St Brigid, 
Northfield, St Ambrose Barlow, Hall Green, Our Lady of the Wayside, Shirley and St Edwards, Selly Park are some local 
churches where Mass can be viewed at various times.  
 

St Chad’s Cathedral – https://www.stchadscathedral.org.uk/  
Our Lady of the Wayside Church - https://camstreamer.com/redirect/3514c7ab7ecb1a4/S-41479 
 

This week’s news 
Again, this week there have been a lot of things happening in school. On Monday we had Christmas dinner, which 
was followed by watching a streamed Pantomime of Cinderella. On Tuesday the children watched the whole school 
nativity production filmed by Mr Tobias and put together by Mrs Farnan and today the children had class Christmas 
parties. It has been a very busy and exciting week. 
 

          
 

Here Years 2, 4 and 5 are pictured watching the School’s nativity on Tuesday. 
 

Dates for your Diary 
Thursday 17th December School finishes for Christmas holiday at the usual times 
  

Monday 4th January  Return to school 
 

Farewell to Mrs Caffrey and Miss Mullen 

Today we say a sad farewell to Mrs Caffrey and Miss Mullen. Both teachers have served the school’s 
community with dedication and care for the years they have been with us.  I am sure you will join with 
me in wishing them both every success for the future. They will be missed by all. Good Luck! 
 

Christmas Production 
Yesterday, you should have received the link to the school’s You Tube Channel, with the school’s nativity 
production on it. Here is the link in case you missed it: 
https://youtu.be/nRhm2TqabbE 
 

A big thank you to Mr Tobias, who recorded the clips and especially to Mrs Farnan, who edited the clips 
and put then together to create the finished production. We are lucky to have such talented staff! 
 

We all hope you enjoy watching it. 
 

Contact tracing over Christmas 
Public Health England and the DfE have asked school leaders to be available for the first six days after we finish for the 
Christmas holiday. This is so, if families need to be contacted due to a positive case being reported in school, then 
school leaders can contact relevant families and staff to let them know they need to isolate. Please be advised you 
may receive a text message or email in the first 6 days, up to and including the 23rd December, informing you that 
your child needs to isolate. 
 

Please do still contact school, via the email address covid@stjosb7.bham.sch.uk if you, your child or someone else 
in your household develops symptoms during the first 2 days after school has finished (Friday 18th and Saturday 19th 
December) and subsequently tests positive. This email address will continued to be monitored up to and including 
the 23rd December. Thank you for your understanding with this. 

https://camstreamer.com/redirect/3514c7ab7ecb1a4/S-41479
https://youtu.be/nRhm2TqabbE
mailto:covid@stjosb7.bham.sch.uk


If you have any safeguarding concerns please contact one of the safeguarding team; 
Mrs Ashley, Miss Price, Mrs Pattinson, Mr Caffrey and Mrs West 

 
 

Support during the Christmas Holiday 
For Parents/Carers 

1. Urgent mental health help line:  ring 0121 262 3555 for advice and support. This line is available 24 hours, 7 
days a week and can be used whether you are known to the service or not. 

2. Foodbanks: https://www.findfoodbanksbrum.org.uk/project_category/food-banks/ 
3. Domestic Violence: Birmingham & Solihull Women’s Aid  www.bswaid.org 

Helpline: 0808 800 0028. Open 7 days a week 9.15am – 5.15pm (closed bank holidays) 
4. Finally, a reminder that there is a lot of other early help in the city for all young people and families.  Click 

here for see a whole range of offers:   Birmingham Children’s Partnership - Resources | Birmingham 
Children’s Partnership - Resources | Birmingham City Council 

 

For Children and Young People 
1. Kooth:  www.kooth.com  (Online chat, resources and direct help for 10-25yr olds) 
2. Pause (Mental health and emotional wellbeing support): to register and request support online 

via https://www.forwardthinkingbirmingham.org.uk/services/13-pause or call the registration line 0207 841 
4470.  

 

Brexit 
On the 1st January 2021 we will officially leave the European Union, and this will have some big impacts on our society. 
So you are aware, if you are a non-working EU parent you will need to apply to the EU Settlement Scheme in order to 
continue living and/or working in the UK. Please visit the https://www.gov.uk/settled-status-eu-citizens-families for 
more information. 
 

New Reception Classteacher 
When we return in January, we will have a new member of staff joining us to work in our Reception class. Her name is 
Miss. McKoy. Earlier this week she visited the class, so Mrs Caffrey could introduce her to the children, and she could 
learn a little about them. She is very excited about joining our staff and working with all our lovely Reception class 
children. 
 

Short notice Inset Day 
A reminder that today, Thursday 17th December, was our final day in school. Tomorrow, Friday 18th December will be 
an inset day and school will be closed. This is so we can follow the DfE’s guidelines on closing early to give families and 
staff a chance to have the least disruption over the Christmas break as possible. 
 

School will reopen for the start of the spring term on Monday 4th January 2021 at the normal staggered start times. 
 

Free webinar for parents on common mistakes made in Maths by Year 6, 7 and 8 children 
The focus for the webinar is common mistakes children make in Years 6, 7 and 8 and how to help at home. The host 
will dive into the 200+ million answers on Diagnostic Questions to find the 5 most common mistakes made by children 
of each Year. For each mistake, some free resources and activities will be suggested that you (the parent) can use with 
your children at home to help them better understand the concept. The aim is to help you feel better connected to 
school mathematics, and reduce the anxiety surrounding supporting their children. 
 

Once again, each webinar is completely free, and you can reserve a spot here: https://eedi.com/webinars   The dates 
of the webinars are: Year 6 parents -  Jan 7th at 8pm,  Year 7 parents -  Jan 14th at 8pm, Year 8 parents - Jan 21st at 
8pm 
 

How Parents can help keep the school to stay open in Tier 3 
As Birmingham is in Tier 3 there are still lots of restrictions on us collectively as a community. Below are some things 
that you can do to help us remain open over the coming weeks and months. 
  

 Drop children off promptly at their designated start time. 

 Pick children up promptly at their designated end time to the day. 

 Ensure only one adult from your household brings and collects your child/ren. 

 Maintain 2 metres social distance from other parents and children at all times. 

https://education.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=87a4faa015f2aa152cf0dbb89&id=e0812bbb3e&e=400dbd61cb
https://education.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=87a4faa015f2aa152cf0dbb89&id=1e21ca1f5d&e=400dbd61cb
https://education.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=87a4faa015f2aa152cf0dbb89&id=bc06de5ded&e=400dbd61cb
https://education.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=87a4faa015f2aa152cf0dbb89&id=bc06de5ded&e=400dbd61cb
https://education.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=87a4faa015f2aa152cf0dbb89&id=ec7e952637&e=400dbd61cb
https://education.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=87a4faa015f2aa152cf0dbb89&id=26a6d9c7f4&e=400dbd61cb
https://eedi.com/webinars


If you have any safeguarding concerns please contact one of the safeguarding team; 
Mrs Ashley, Miss Price, Mrs Pattinson, Mr Caffrey and Mrs West 

 
 

8 
sleeps until 
Christmas! 

 If on the KS2 playground at home time, please stay on the yellow crosses and then follow the one-way system 
out of the playground straightaway after picking up your child. 

 To enable social distancing, please do not gather outside the school gates or across the road at either entrance. 

 If you are in a social bubble, please contact school to inform us. 

 Wear a face covering, when on the school premise and/or in the school building. 

 Do not bring your child into school if they or if anybody in your household have a temperature, a continuous 
cough, the loss or change of their taste or smell. If you are unsure, please contact school for advice. 

 Do not bring your child into school if they or someone in your household has taken or is going to take a test, 
until the results have been returned. 

 Do not mix socially in other people's houses/homes. 
 

Snow! 
In the event of any heavy snow over the coming weeks or extreme weather which causes significant 
disruption, any school closures will be listed on local radio stations, as follows: Free Radio 96.4, Heart FM 
100.7 and Radio WM 95.6. If you do not hear our school name or any mention of ‘blanket closures’, then 
school is open!! Remember that there are several St Joseph’s schools and you must listen out for ours. 
We will also send a text message out so please ensure that you keep us up-to-date with any changes of 
contact numbers. Thank you! 

  

Attendance – week ending 11th December 2020 
Well done to Year Two who achieved an amazing 100% attendance for last week. The full attendance figures are as 
follows:  
 

Rec  94%  Year One 90%   Year Two 100%   Year Three  97%  
Year Four 99%   Year Five 92%   Year Six  96% 
 

This gives a whole school attendance of 96%.  
 

Happy Birthday 
Happy Birthday this week and over the holiday to Bethel (Reception), Esrom (Year Two), Yu (Year Three), 
Gracjan (Year Five) and Henon, Jael & Kai (Year Six)  
 

House Champions  
Well done to St. Teresa who were our House Point Champions for this week! Keep working hard to 
achieve house points for your house.  
 
 
 

 
 

Our stars this week are: 
 

Reception  Bethel   for always being so pleasant and helpful in class 
Year 1   Jay   for excellent effort in all subjects 
Year 2   Arsema  for fantastic work in PSHE   
Year 3   Amir   for demonstrating excellent cooking skills 
    in DT when making carrot soup  
Year 4   Rumatha for always showing exemplary manners and  

trying her best 
Year 5   Laisha  for always being kind and respectful to her peers 
Year 6   Asharia for excellent artistic skills throughout the Autumn term 

  

God Bless 
Mrs Ashley  
Head Teacher  



 

    

 

 

Help and Support is available from the following organisations: 

 

 

For Parents/Carers 

1. Urgent mental health help line:  ring 0121 262 3555 for advice and support. 

This line is available 24 hours, 7 days a week and can be used whether you 

are known to the service or not. 

2. Foodbanks: https://www.findfoodbanksbrum.org.uk/project_category/food-banks/ 

3. Domestic Violence: Birmingham & Solihull Women’s Aid  www.bswaid.org 

Helpline: 0808 800 0028. Open 7 days a week 9.15am – 5.15pm (closed bank 

holidays) 

4. Finally, a reminder that there is a lot of other early help in the city for all 

young people and families.  Click here for see a whole range of 

offers:   Birmingham Children’s Partnership - Resources | Birmingham Children’s 

Partnership - Resources | Birmingham City Council 

 

For Children and Young People 

1. Kooth:  www.kooth.com  (Online chat, resources and direct help for 10-25yr 

olds) 

2. Pause (Mental health and emotional wellbeing support): to register and 

request support online 

via https://www.forwardthinkingbirmingham.org.uk/services/13-pause or call the 

registration line 0207 841 4470.  
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