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St. Joseph’s News  
Friday 8th January 2021 

 
 
 
 
 

Dear Parents, Carers, Pupils, Staff and Parishioners, 
 

 

A Prayer for isolation:   
God of heaven and earth, 
in these times of isolation, 
apart from loved ones 
distant from friends 
away from neighbours 
thank you that there is nothing in all of creation, 
not even coronavirus, 
that is able to separate us from your love. 
  
And may your love that never fails 
continue to be shared 
through the kindness of strangers looking out for each other, 
for neighbours near and far 
all recognising our shared vulnerability, 
each of us grateful for every breath, 
and willing everyone to know the gift of a full and healthy life. 
Keep us all in your care. 
Amen. 
 

Masses over Christmas 
Mass are still allowed to continue during Lockdown and will continue to be celebrated at St Joseph’s 
Catholic Church, Nechells.  
 

St Joseph’s Catholic Church Mass are on: 
Saturday evenings at 6.00pm 
 

For people who are self-isolating or are vulnerable and unable to attend, the following churches facilitate 
the live streaming of Mass. St Chad’s Cathedral, Birmingham, Our Lady of Lourdes, Yardley Wood, Our Lady 
and St Brigid, Northfield, St Ambrose Barlow, Hall Green, Our Lady of the Wayside, Shirley and St Edwards, 
Selly Park are some local churches where Mass can be viewed at various times.  
  

St Chad’s Cathedral – https://www.stchadscathedral.org.uk/  
Our Lady of the Wayside Church - https://camstreamer.com/redirect/3514c7ab7ecb1a4/S-41479 

 

This week’s news 
The staff and I hope you managed to have a joyful and restful Christmas and New Year. 
 

What a week this has been! We started the week by inviting all the children back into school to having to 
shut the school the next day to everyone, so the staff and I had a chance to plan to open for our Key Worker 
and vulnerable children on Wednesday. I thank you for your support and understanding with this. I realise 
this has also been and will continue to be a challenging time for our school community.  
 

With the school shutting to most children, this has meant we have started our remote learning lessons and 
it has started well. We have managed to get most of the children’s CGP books and exercise books out to you 

https://www.stchadscathedral.org.uk/
https://camstreamer.com/redirect/3514c7ab7ecb1a4/S-41479
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and the children in Years 4 to 6 have started to take part in the live streamed lessons our teachers are 
providing via our online learning platform called Teams. Over the coming weeks we are hoping to start 
streaming live lessons to our Year 3 class, but I will let parents know when we plan to start those later in the 
half term.  
 
For our younger children, we have been preparing weekly learning packs that outline what activities children 
need to do daily in Maths, English, Phonics or Reading and one other subject. These we have been sending 
out to parent’s email addresses, so we can ensure all children have work to complete. We will also add these 
weekly learning packs to our school website in case you misplace the email. 
 
Obviously, this way of learning is new for all of us and we may all experience some teething problems to 
begin with. Please do get in touch with school if you are experiencing any issues with accessing the live online 
lessons or are not receiving the Reception class to Year 3 learning packs, we will do our best to help sort out 
the issues you are experiencing. Please also get in touch with us if you do not have a device your child can 
use to access the live online learning as we may be able to help with some solutions 
 

         
 

Remote lessons 
It is important that your child receives a similar education (even when studying at home), as they would 
receive when in school.  For that reason, the teachers in school are working very hard to set daily Maths, 
English and Theme lessons for every year group.  The younger children receive their daily learning in packs 
and the older children need to log on for their live lessons on Teams.   
 

To support your child, try to keep the same routines that they would have if coming into the school building 
and ensure that your child is logged on to Teams by 9:10am if they are in years 4-6. 
 

Online Live Streaming Lessons - Years 4 - 6 
Lessons are being taught online every day via Teams for children in years 4, 5 and 6.  Your child does need 
to log on everyday and on time and attend all lessons.   
We are asking parents to ensure that your child is logged on before the lesson is due to start, so that lessons 
can start on time.   
 
These online lessons are your child’s new school day.  If your child does not attend these lessons, school will 
be phoning to ask why. Thank you for your support with this. 
 

For Years 5 and 6 – they have live lessons that start at 09.10am and finish at 12.15pm. 
For Year 4 – the live lessons start at 12.10pm and finish at 3.10pm. 
 

Contact Details 
Please ensure that your contact numbers and especially email addresses are up to date. All 
communications are being sent out via these methods and online learning for Reception, Year One, Year Two 
and Year Three is being emailed on a Friday afternoon, ready for the following week. Packs are also accessible 
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via our website on a Monday morning. It is very important that we are able to keep in touch with all families, 
as although the school building is closed, it is still term time and we have to be able to contact all families.   

A free online parent support course 
Guide Education are offering a free online course for parents to help support with teaching your child at 
home. The link is below: 
https://www.guideeducation.co.uk/parentsupport 
 

New Reception Class teacher 
This week we welcomed a new member of staff school, she will be working in our Reception class, her name 
is Miss. McKoy. Even though it has been a strange start to working at St Joseph’s, she has enjoyed working 
with the children she has worked with so far. Welcome to St Joseph’s Miss. McKoy! 
 

Reporting a Positive or a Negative COVID-19 Test Result 
We have set up a designated email address for school. This email address is to be used if a child receives a 
positive or a negative test result for COVID. Please notify school, using the email address 
covid@stjosb7.bham.sch.uk as soon as possible, including evenings and weekends. This mailbox is 
monitored regularly, so we can respond quickly to any confirmed cases.  
 
If we do receive a notification of a positive test result, we may need to ask a class team/bubble to isolate. 
If this is the case we will send an email and/or text message to you letting you know that your child, in that 
particular class, needs to isolate for up to 10 days and should not leave the house until the date given in the 
email/text. If you child is isolating but has no symptoms, then remote (home) learning will be made available 
to them for the length of their isolation. 
 

COVID-19 Symptoms 
Please can I remind parents of the children who are still attending the school setting during this third 
Lockdown, to not send your child into school if your child or someone in your household is displaying  even 
one of the COVID-19 symptoms, which are:  
  

 A temperature  

 A new continuous cough  

 The loss or change of their taste or smell 
 
Can I also ask you to not bring your child into school if they or someone in your household has taken or 
is going to take a test, until the results have been returned. 
 

 

Snow! 
In the event of any heavy snow over the coming weeks or extreme weather which causes 
significant disruption, any school closures will be listed on local radio stations, as follows: Free 
Radio 96.4, Heart FM 100.7 and Radio WM 95.6. If you do not hear our school name or any 
mention of ‘blanket closures’, then school is open!! Remember that there are several St Joseph’s 
schools and you must listen out for ours. We will also send a text message out so please ensure 
that you keep us up-to-date with any changes of contact numbers. Thank you! 
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mailto:covid@stjosb7.bham.sch.uk

