
Archdiocese of Birmingham 

St. Joseph’s News  
Friday 5th February 2021 

 
 
 
 
 

Dear Parents, Carers, Pupils, Staff and Parishioners, 
 

 

Hail Holy Queen 
Hail, holy Queen, Mother of mercy, hail, our life, our sweetness and our hope. To thee do we cry, poor banished 
children of Eve: to thee do we send up our sighs, mourning and weeping in this vale of tears. Turn then, most gracious 
Advocate, thine eyes of mercy toward us, and after this our exile, show unto us the blessed fruit of thy womb, Jesus, 
O clement, O loving, O sweet Virgin Mary! Amen. 
 

Masses  
Masses are still allowed to continue during Lockdown and will continue to be celebrated at St Joseph’s Catholic 
Church, Nechells.  
 

St Joseph’s Catholic Church Mass are on: 
Saturday evenings at 6.00pm 
 

For people who are self-isolating or are vulnerable and unable to attend, the following churches facilitate the live 
streaming of Mass. St Chad’s Cathedral, Birmingham, Our Lady of Lourdes, Yardley Wood, Our Lady and St Brigid, 
Northfield, St Ambrose Barlow, Hall Green, Our Lady of the Wayside, Shirley and St Edwards, Selly Park are some local 
churches where Mass can be viewed at various times.  
  

St Chad’s Cathedral – https://www.stchadscathedral.org.uk/  
Our Lady of the Wayside Church - https://camstreamer.com/redirect/3514c7ab7ecb1a4/S-41479 

 

This week’s news 
This week, the Year 1 and Year 2 bubble have been recycling things and have been enjoying reading books, especially 
pop-up books.  

            
 

St Mark is the Gospel this Liturgical year focuses on, so the children are learning about his Bible stories in assembly. 
This week, the Year 3 and Year 4 bubble were interviewing St Mark in their assembly. 

 

      
 

 

https://www.stchadscathedral.org.uk/
https://camstreamer.com/redirect/3514c7ab7ecb1a4/S-41479


If you have any safeguarding concerns please contact one of the safeguarding team; 
Mrs Ashley, Miss Price, Mrs Pattinson, Mr Caffrey and Mrs West 

Support with Devices for participating in live lessons 
We are aware some families are experiencing difficulties with accessing the live lessons in school due to lack of devices 
at home. Please do contact school office, on 0121-464-8140, and let us know if you are in need of an extra device as 
we may be able to help by lending you one of our laptops from school or giving you a data sim card that the children 
can use to access the internet on a mobile phone.  
 

Remote lessons 
Over the last four weeks, the children have been working hard doing their online learning, showing some important 
qualities like commitment, perseverance, patience, understanding and respect. We realise though, that for the 
children it has also been hard, at times, to stay focused on the learning. Can I please ask parents to remind the children 
that during live lessons and when using the Teams platform they need to follow the rules: 

 Only turn your microphone on when the teacher asks you to answer a question or respond. 

 Keep your camera turned off at all times. 

 Be respectful to others during the lesson, by listening to each other’s answers. 

 Only use the chat function to ask questions of the teachers or to respond to questions. 

 Concentrate on your lessons and do not start watching or doing something else on your device. 
 

Trainee Teachers 
The children in Years 3 to 6 may have noticed they have some new teachers teaching them this half term, this is 
because we have had some trainee teachers join us. Over the coming weeks the trainee teachers will be delivering 
some of the lessons for the children. These lessons will be watched by our schoolteachers at all times and the trainees 
will be following all the school’s safeguarding practices and procedures with regards to online learning. Please can I 
ask that parents and children are patient with our trainees, as this is a new way of teaching for them and that we 
remain respectful at all times.  I know you will all understand that the only way to get better at something is to keeping 
practising it and this is the same for our trainee teachers. I do thank you in advance for your patience and support. 
 

Parents Consultation phone calls or video calls 
After half term, we are planning to conduct parent consultations phone calls or video calls, using the Teams platform. 
During the week beginning the 22nd February, the teachers in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 will be making phone calls 
to parents to discuss how their child is getting on working from home and things that they want them to learn by the 
end of the year in certain subjects. The following week, week beginning the 01st March, the teachers from Years 3 to 
6 will be doing video calls using the Teams platform.  
Next week, the school office will send out an email with the time and date of when your child’s teacher will be making 
a call to you, so please look out for this email stating when your parent consultation phone call or video call will be. If 
this time and date is not convenient for you, please do get in contact with the school office and we will see if we can 
rearrange the consultation.  
 

Public Question & Answer (Q&A) sessions regarding COVID-19 vaccination 
Birmingham City Council has asked schools to share with parents that a variety of Q&A sessions are taking place across 
the city in the coming weeks regarding the coronavirus vaccine: 
  

The coronavirus (COVID-19) vaccine is our best defence against the virus. The vaccine is highly effective, and it is 
currently being rolled out across Birmingham to priority groups. Throughout February 2021 there will be five online 
Q&A sessions which will allow the public to ask any questions they may have about the vaccination.  On the panel will 
be the Birmingham & Solihull Clinical Commissioning Group, local representatives and Councillor Paulette Hamilton, 
Cabinet Member for Health and Social Care. 
  

It is strongly recommended that people attend the session that is relevant to where they live, as some of the 
information in the webinar will be localised: 
 

4th February at 6pm-7.30pm. North Birmingham https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/138628992047 
9th February at 6pm-7.30pm. South Birmingham https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/138644995915 
11th February at 6pm-7.30pm. East Birmingham https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/138644995915 
24th February at 6pm-7.30pm. West Birmingham https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/138645314869 
25th February at 6pm-7.30pm. Central Birmingham https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/138645491397 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/138645491397


If you have any safeguarding concerns please contact one of the safeguarding team; 
Mrs Ashley, Miss Price, Mrs Pattinson, Mr Caffrey and Mrs West 

Reporting a Positive or a Negative COVID-19 Test Result 
We have set up a designated email address for school. This email address is to be used if a child receives a positive or 
a negative test result for COVID. Please notify school, using the email address covid@stjosb7.bham.sch.uk as soon 
as possible, including evenings and weekends. This mailbox is monitored regularly, so we can respond quickly to any 
confirmed cases.  
 

If we do receive a notification of a positive test result, we may need to ask a class team/bubble to isolate. If this is 
the case we will send an email and/or text message to you letting you know that your child, in that particular class, 
needs to isolate for up to 10 days and should not leave the house until the date given in the email/text. If you child is 
isolating but has no symptoms, then remote (home) learning will be made available to them for the length of their 
isolation. 
 

COVID-19 Symptoms 
Please can I remind parents of the children who are still attending the school setting during this third Lockdown, to 
not send your child into school if your child or someone in your household is displaying even one of the COVID-19 
symptoms, which are:  

 A temperature  

 A new continuous cough  

 The loss or change of their taste or smell 
Can I also ask you to not bring your child into school if they or someone in your household has taken or is going 
to take a test, until the results have been returned. 

 

Speech and Language Support at home 
Below is a link for parents of children who receive Speech and Language Support in school, to activities that could be 
worked through with your child at home during Lockdown: 
https://www.leedscommunityhealthcare.nhs.uk/our-services-a-z/speech-and-language-therapy2/speech-and-
language-therapy-toolkit/?fbclid=IwAR3Tz1tOukQQ69TNAUSOJJZtLMF9_WCAd-xdk7hwXUaoWRJTDt8okVLSS38 
 

Staying Safe Online 
We know that children will be online more as we all stay in our homes. It is really important that we ensure our children 
are safe online too. Here are some resources which are particularly helpful. Please check out the parental control 
section which gives advice to help parents put parental controls on any devices their children are using at home.  
  

Keeping up to date with the latest apps  
NSPCC’s Net Aware provides simple guides for parents to the most popular social networks, app and games. Simply 
type in the app you wish to review in the search bar and the website will provide you with some useful information to 
help parents make an informed decision.  
https://www.net-aware.org.uk/  
  

Parental Controls  
Internet Matters.org has produced excellent resources on setting up parental controls in a step by step format. Simply 
click on the links below to explore ways in which parents can set up parental controls on digital devices and popular 
social media apps. Each circular icon that is loaded represents a guide and can be accessed by simply clicking on the 
icon.  
  

Parental controls on; Smartphones and other devices  
https://www.internetmatters.org/blog/parental-controls/smartphones-and-other-devices/  
  

 

Parental controls on; Entertainment and search engines  
https://www.internetmatters.org/blog/parental-controls/entertainment-search-engines/  
  

Parental controls on; Broadband and mobile networks  
https://www.internetmatters.org/blog/parental-controls/broadband-mobile/  
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If you have any safeguarding concerns please contact one of the safeguarding team; 
Mrs Ashley, Miss Price, Mrs Pattinson, Mr Caffrey and Mrs West 

Parental controls on; Social media  
https://www.internetmatters.org/blog/parental-controls/social-media/  
Parental controls on; Gaming consoles 
https://www.internetmatters.org/blog/parental-controls/gaming-consoles/  
  

General Information  
There is also a good attachment from CEOP – this link is appropriate for primary aged pupils  
https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/globalassets/thinkuknow/documents/thinkuknow/parents/pdf/thinkuknow-
parents-helpsheet-primary.pdf 

 

Mental Wellbeing  
To help and support mental wellbeing during this difficult time here are some resources that parents may find of use 
if they are concerned about their child’s mental wellbeing. At the end, some useful contacts have been added which 
you may find useful. We would always recommend you check out the resources first to ensure they are suitable for 
your child and you are comfortable with the content.  
 BBC’s Newsround has a great webpage full of information and support from a 
child psychologist https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/51896156  

 Childline has created a dedicated Coronavirus webpage full of tips, advice 
and activities https://www.childline.org.uk/info-advice/your-feelings/anxiety-stress-panic/worries-about-the-
world/coronavirus/  
 Mindheart has also produced a small booklet aimed at children under seven years old. This is designed to 
be coloured in as a therapeutic anxiety reducing activity. https://www.mindheart.co/descargables  
 Sibs offers great support and advice specifically for siblings aged 7-17 of 
disabled children. www.youngsibs.org.uk  
 The Children’s Society - Coronavirus Covid-19 information and support - Stepping up our fight for the 
most vulnerable young people www.childrenssociety.org.uk/coronavirus-information-and-support  

  

Every Mind Matters  
Public Health England has updated the Every Mind Matters platform with specific advice on maintaining good mental 
wellbeing during the outbreak. Simply click on:  
https://www.nhs.uk/oneyou/every-mind-matters/coronavirus-covid-19-staying-at-home-tips/   
which outline useful tips to help mental wellbeing while staying at home.  
  

Young Minds  
Young Minds have produced a list of useful links regarding young minds and mental wellbeing. It provides advice on 
how to help your child with any mental health conditions, and life events which might be negatively affecting their 
wellbeing. It also includes links for further support and guidance.  
https://youngminds.org.uk/find-help/for-parents/parents-guide-to-support-a-z/  
  
Young minds have also produced information about talking to your child about COVID-19. The advice will help to 
alleviate any anxiety a child may be feeling over the current situation and provides advice on how to approach the 
subject with your child https://youngminds.org.uk/blog/talking-to-your-child-about-coronavirus/  
  
Young Minds Parental Helpline - call for free 0808 802 5544 (Mon-Fri 9:30 - 16:00).  

 

Useful contacts  
CEOP HTTPS://WWW.CEOP.POLICE.UK/SAFETY-CENTRE  
CEOP help children stay safe online. If someone has acted inappropriately towards you online, or to a child or young 
person you know, such as someone is being asked to do something that makes them feel uncomfortable, you can 
report it on the link above.  
  
NSPCC – 0808 800 5000  Childline – 0800 1111  Samaritans – 116 123  Mind – 0300 123 3393  
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