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Dear Parents, Carers, Pupils, Staff and Parishioners, 
 

 

Prayer to St Joseph (Our Patron Saint):   
Hail, Guardian of the Redeemer, Spouse of the Blessed Virgin Mary.  
To you God entrusted his only Son; in you Mary placed her trust;  
with you Christ became man.  
Blessed Joseph, to us too,  
show yourself a father and guide us in the path of life.  
Obtain for us grace, mercy, and courage, and defend us from every evil.  
Amen. 
 

Thank you to children and parents 
This half term has again, brought many challenges for all of us. We have again been put into a national 
lockdown that has restricted us from being with our loved ones and spending quality time with our friends 
and has left us confined to our homes, meaning many of us have been unable to go to school or work. With 
this in mind, I want to express the staff and my thanks for all the work, you, the parents, have put in to 
supporting your children with their home learning. We know and understand the pressures all of you have 
been under trying to ensure your children are completing their work, listening to their teachers during live 
lessons and still care for other children, make lunches and dinner and for many trying to work from home. It 
has been a particularly stressful and challenging time, so THANK YOU for 
all you have done to support us to help your children learn. 
 

Children, as always you have worked hard this half term, in what has been 
very challenging circumstances. You have completed the work set by your 
teachers, you have got up everyday and joined your live lessons, you have 
shown your determination to carry on learning and your patience when 
there have been issues with the internet. Once again you have shown the 
staff and I what wonderful children we have as part of our school 
community and we want to THANK YOU for all your hard work this half term. We all miss you and look 
forward to when we can all return to school. Enjoy half term, have a rest and we will see you again on 
Monday 22nd February remotely. 
 

Ash Wednesday 17th February 2021 – The beginning of Lent 
On Wednesday 17th February, which is during half term, we start one of the most 
important seasons in the Church’s calendar, Lent. On this day, ashes are put onto 
our foreheads, and we are told to ‘Repent, and believe in the Gospel’ (Mk 1:14), this 
reminds us to ask for God’s forgiveness and turn to him.   
 

During Lent we prepare, as Christians, for the death and resurrection of Christ. We are asked to prepare by 
doing a number of things: 
• Praying (thinking of others and spending time in reflection and prayer) 
• Almsgiving (giving to those in need) 
• Fasting (abstaining from certain foods or making a positive change in our behaviour) 
 

At school, during Lent, we encourage our community to participate in all of these activities. As part of 
almsgiving this Lent, we are asking families to donate some food items e.g. tins, packets of food, cereals, 
pasta, long life milk, toiletries and other non-perishable food items. Our aim is then to support our school 
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community, with emergency food parcels if and when needed. From week beginning the 22nd February we 
will be leaving some boxes in the school’s reception area for donations of food to be left in. Thank you for 
your continued support. 
 
On Wednesday 17th, St Chad’s Cathedral will be live streaming a Children’s Mass, at 09.30am. Please do 
encourage your children to take part in this celebration of Mass. 
 

Masses  
Masses are still allowed to continue during Lockdown and will continue to be celebrated at St Joseph’s Catholic 
Church, Nechells. St Joseph’s Mass is on Saturday evening at 6.00pm. 
 

For people who are self-isolating or are vulnerable and unable to attend, the following churches facilitate the live 
streaming of Mass. St Chad’s Cathedral, Birmingham, Our Lady of Lourdes, Yardley Wood, Our Lady and St Brigid, 
Northfield, St Ambrose Barlow, Hall Green, Our Lady of the Wayside, Shirley and St Edwards, Selly Park are some local 
churches where Mass can be viewed at various times.  
  

St Chad’s Cathedral – https://www.stchadscathedral.org.uk/  
Our Lady of the Wayside Church - https://camstreamer.com/redirect/3514c7ab7ecb1a4/S-41479 

 

This week’s news 
This week, the children in school and at home 
have been asked to work creatively as part of 
our school’s Mental Health Week.  The EYFS 
bubble have been having lots of fun in their 
Maths lessons, by playing games, learning 
number songs and counting different objects. 
 
 

The Year 3 and 4 bubble have really been enjoying their music lessons with @DavidGrantSays and 
@BBCTeach. They have learned the importance of a vocal warm up before singing. 
 

            
Year 5 have been completing their school work at home using j2write. They have worked really hard and 
we are all really impressed, so we have created a display in school of their work. Keep up the good work 
Year 5. 

The above are all ways we can help our children look after 
their mental health and wellbeing, another way we can all 
stay mentally health is by reading, reading is a  form of 
escapism and takes our minds off worrying or concerntrating 
on negative thoughts. During half term, please do encourage 
your children to be more creative, especially by reading a 
book or listening to a story being read to them. There are a 
number of free online book websites and below are listed a 

few for you to use, to get you and your child started reading during the holiday. Please do read the books 
yourselves before letting your child read them, just to make sure they are appropriate: 
https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/ 
https://www.booktrust.org.uk/books-and-reading/have-some-fun/storybooks-and-games/ 

https://www.stchadscathedral.org.uk/
https://camstreamer.com/redirect/3514c7ab7ecb1a4/S-41479
https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/
https://www.booktrust.org.uk/books-and-reading/have-some-fun/storybooks-and-games/
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Sharing Lessons 
After half term, we are intending to start having a session during the week, where children in KS2 will be 
allowed to turn their cameras on and see other and take part in some games and PSHE lessons with their 
peers and their class teacher. This is another way we are hoping to support with the children’s mental health 
and wellbeing.  
 

For Reception and KS1, we are asking parents to send in a message or a piece of work their child has done 
to our enquiry email, the teachers will then put the work and messages into a video clip for their class to 
watch on our You Tube Channel. Please send your child’s work or message in, with their name and Year 
group on it, by Tuesday 23rd February to enquiry@stjosb7.bham.sch.uk 

 

Joining the St Teresa of Calcutta MAC 
Last academic year, you will remember our school issued a letter to parents and carers informing them of 
the intention of joining the St Teresa of Calcutta MAC. Even though you will not have heard much about our 
school joining the MAC over the last few months, this is still the intention of the school and the board of 
directors of the MAC. Jointly we have been working together to make this happen and the staff have started 
working with members of the St Teresa of Calcutta MAC remotely.  
 

This week, a message has been sent, from the Accounting Officer and Head teacher of Holy Trinity Catholic 
Secondary School, Mr Crehan, to all the Head teachers in the MAC and the schools in the process of joining 
them, to send to our parents. The message is below: 
 

“At the end of this half-term, I wanted to take the opportunity to thank our parents for their great support 
over these last weeks. School continues to respond to unprecedented circumstances and often has to make 
decisions swiftly and with limited scope to provide as much notice, as we would like. Your continued 
understanding is greatly appreciated. In addition, thank you for your wonderful work in supporting home 
learning. School leaders; do not underestimate the efforts of parents with home schooling, alongside 
managing other jobs and the daily challenges of domestic life. I think it is fair to say, that it is parents who 
are well deserving of this half-term break! We have been informed, that schools will not reopen until 8th 
March at the earliest with some planning details expected to be provided on the 22nd February. As an 
Academy, we want to have our children back in school safely and as soon as it is possible. 
  

With every best wish for a good half-term break. 
  

Mr Crehan 
Accounting Officer -  St Teresa of Calcutta Multi-Academy Catholic Company 
 

Parents Consultation phone calls or video calls 
After half term, we are planning to conduct parent consultations phone calls, or video calls using the Teams 
platform. During the week beginning the 22nd February, the teachers in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 will be 
making phone calls to parents to discuss how their child is getting on working from home and things that 
they want them to learn by the end of the year in certain subjects. The following week, week beginning the 
1st March, the teachers from Years 3 to 6 will be doing video calls using the Teams 
platform.  
 

This week, Reception and KS1 families have received a text message or email 
stating a time and date for when your child’s class teacher will be phoning or 
video calling you. Times for KS2 appointments will be sent out during the first 
week back. Please do make sure you are available at this time and date, as the 
teachers have appointment times throughout the day for all the children in the 
class and will not be available to take a return phone call from parents who have 
missed their call or video call. 

mailto:enquiry@stjosb7.bham.sch.uk
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Support with Devices for participating in live lessons 
We are aware some families are experiencing difficulties with accessing the live lessons in 
school due to lack of devices at home. Please do contact school office, on 0121-464-8140, and 
let us know if you are in need of an extra device as we may be able to help by lending you one 
of our laptops from school or giving you a data sim card that the children can use to access 
the internet on a mobile phone.  
 

Free Online Help for Parents from Dandelion Learning (New for this week) 
This is a message from Dandelion Learning: 
In the current climate we understand how difficult it is for parents to navigate the demands of home 
schooling. We want to do everything we can to help schools to support parents and children at this 
challenging time. The importance of subject knowledge is key in ensuring that grammar learning at home is 
successful. With this in mind, we are running fully funded online sessions specifically for parents focusing on 
basic grammatical terminology.  
  

In this session for parents we will explore: 
• Grammatical terminology. Consolidate your understanding of word classes including nouns, verbs, 
adjectives, determiners, conjunctions, pronouns and adverbs. 
• Ways to support your child at home with their understanding of grammar. 
 

This 45-minute session is free to all parents who have children at primary school. You can book at 
https://www.dandelionlearning.co.uk/helping-parents-with-home-learning-getting-to-grips-with-
grammar/ 
 

Public Question & Answer (Q&A) sessions regarding COVID-19 vaccination 
Birmingham City Council has asked schools to share with parents that a variety of Q&A sessions are taking 
place across the city in the coming weeks regarding the coronavirus vaccine: 
  

The coronavirus (COVID-19) vaccine is our best defence against the virus. The vaccine is highly effective, and 
it is currently being rolled out across Birmingham to priority groups. Throughout February 2021 there will be 
five online Q&A sessions which will allow the public to ask any questions they may have about the 
vaccination.  On the panel will be the Birmingham & Solihull Clinical Commissioning Group, local 
representatives and Councillor Paulette Hamilton, Cabinet Member for Health and Social Care. 
  

It is strongly recommended that people attend the session that is relevant to where they live, as some of the 
information in the webinar will be localised: 
24th February at 6pm-7.30pm. West Birmingham https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/138645314869 
25th February at 6pm-7.30pm. Central Birmingham https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/138645491397 
 

Reporting a Positive or a Negative COVID-19 Test Result 
We have set up a designated email address for school. This email address is to be used if a child receives a 
positive or a negative test result for COVID. Please notify school, using the email address 
covid@stjosb7.bham.sch.uk as soon as possible, including evenings and weekends. This mailbox is 
monitored regularly, so we can respond quickly to any confirmed cases.  
 

If we do receive a notification of a positive test result, we may need to ask a class team/bubble to isolate. 
If this is the case we will send an email and/or text message to you letting you know that your child, in that 
particular class, needs to isolate for up to 10 days and should not leave the house until the date given in the 
email/text. If you child is isolating but has no symptoms, then remote (home) learning will be made available 
to them for the length of their isolation. 
 

https://www.dandelionlearning.co.uk/helping-parents-with-home-learning-getting-to-grips-with-grammar/
https://www.dandelionlearning.co.uk/helping-parents-with-home-learning-getting-to-grips-with-grammar/
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/138645314869
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/138645491397
mailto:covid@stjosb7.bham.sch.uk
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COVID-19 Symptoms 
Please can I remind parents of the children who are still attending the school setting during this third 
Lockdown, to not send your child into school if your child or someone in your household is displaying even 
one of the COVID-19 symptoms, which are:  

 A temperature  

 A new continuous cough  

 The loss or change of their taste or smell 
Can I also ask you to not bring your child into school if they or someone in your household has taken or 
is going to take a test, until the results have been returned. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Congratulations to the following children who have worked hard both at home and in school over the last 
half term 
 

Reception Elnathan Really working hard to form his letters and numbers correctly.  
Benjamin Amazing maths work   
Samiha  Being an amazing artist 
Hermela Creating a fantastic parrot collage 
Natan   Ordering and writing his numbers from 1 to 20  
Rae’esme  Fantastic team work  
Khasim  Settling in well  
Penelope  Working hard from home  
Leonardo Working hard from home  

 
Year 1   Adolina  Writing exciting sentences with super adjectives 

Zenayah  Painting a fantastic picture of a parrot 
Daejarn Working independently to complete his maths every time 
Asif   Creating wonderful music using the xylophone 
Jack   Excellent maths work  
Emanuele  Working hard with his alphabet  

 
Year 2   Tian   Using her targets to write wonderful stories.  

Nicola   Using arrays to solve multiplication and addition problems 
Taliyah   Working very hard from home  
Arsema  Trying to complete all her work to her very best every day 

 
Year 3   Orion  Excellent research of the Greek Gods and Goddesses 

Shukylus  Applying his spelling words into wonderful sentences 
Malgorzata  Trying her best to learn how to tell the time 
Yu  Fantastic research of her favourite bible stories in RE 
Zianne   Writing a great summary of the Iron Man 
Izayah   Working really hard learning how to tell the time 
Pavni   Completing excellent writing about the Iron Man 
 

Year 4   Taisia  Trying her best in her maths lessons 
Ayana   Always completing her work to the best of her ability  
Daniel   Trying really hard with his handwriting and spellings 
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Isahak   Using his amazing computing skills to help solve problems on teams 
Makda  Always working her hardest and being willing to share her work with the class  
 

Year 5   Zuri   Always contributing in all lesson and giving thoughtful feedbacks 
Cian   Assisting other children when they are stuck on teams 
Xin   Completing all writing task on j2write 
Zevannah  Excellent reading during Guided Reading lessons 
Evelina  Writing a brilliant mystery story independently  
Kaleab   Completing all task on j2write showing excellent presentation 
 

Year 6   Aliyah   Being responsible when using Teams to complete her work 
Daniel   Giving good answers in his lessons and taking part in discussions 
Fardowsa Making good progress with her Maths work linked to fractions 
Haddy   Showing a good level of independence and maturity with her online learning 
Zi   Completing her independent tasks and producing great maps in Geography 
Aaron   Showing a good understanding in his Maths work linked to fractions.  
Megan  Being punctual with her online learning and always taking  

part fully in her lessons 
Zain   Always working really hard in online maths lessons and  

handing in all assignments 
 

Mental Wellbeing  
To help and support mental wellbeing during this difficult time here are some resources that parents may 
find of use if they are concerned about their child’s mental wellbeing. At the end, some useful contacts have 
been added which you may find useful. We would always recommend you check out the resources first to 
ensure they are suitable for your child and you are comfortable with the content.  
 BBC’s Newsround has a great webpage full of information and support from a 
child psychologist https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/51896156  

 Childline has created a dedicated Coronavirus webpage full of tips, advice 
and activities https://www.childline.org.uk/info-advice/your-feelings/anxiety-stress-panic/worries-
about-the-world/coronavirus/  
 Mindheart has also produced a small booklet aimed at children under seven years old. This is 
designed to be coloured in as a therapeutic anxiety reducing 
activity. https://www.mindheart.co/descargables  
 Sibs offers great support and advice specifically for siblings aged 7-17 of 
disabled children. www.youngsibs.org.uk  
 The Children’s Society - Coronavirus Covid-19 information and support - Stepping up our fight for the 
most vulnerable young people www.childrenssociety.org.uk/coronavirus-information-and-support  

  

Every Mind Matters  
Public Health England has updated the Every Mind Matters platform with specific advice on maintaining 
good mental wellbeing during the outbreak. Simply click on:  
https://www.nhs.uk/oneyou/every-mind-matters/coronavirus-covid-19-staying-at-home-tips/   
which outline useful tips to help mental wellbeing while staying at home.  
  

Young Minds  
Young Minds have produced a list of useful links regarding young minds and mental wellbeing. It provides 
advice on how to help your child with any mental health conditions, and life events which might be 
negatively affecting their wellbeing. It also includes links for further support and guidance.  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/51896156
https://www.childline.org.uk/info-advice/your-feelings/anxiety-stress-panic/worries-about-the-world/coronavirus/
https://www.childline.org.uk/info-advice/your-feelings/anxiety-stress-panic/worries-about-the-world/coronavirus/
https://www.mindheart.co/descargables
http://www.youngsibs.org.uk/
http://www.childrenssociety.org.uk/coronavirus-information-and-support
https://www.nhs.uk/oneyou/every-mind-matters/coronavirus-covid-19-staying-at-home-tips/
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https://youngminds.org.uk/find-help/for-parents/parents-guide-to-support-a-z/  
  
Young minds have also produced information about talking to your child about COVID-19. The advice will 
help to alleviate any anxiety a child may be feeling over the current situation and provides advice on how to 
approach the subject with your child https://youngminds.org.uk/blog/talking-to-your-child-about-
coronavirus/  
  
Young Minds Parental Helpline - call for free 0808 802 5544 (Mon-Fri 9:30 - 16:00).  

 

Useful contacts  
CEOP HTTPS://WWW.CEOP.POLICE.UK/SAFETY-CENTRE  
CEOP help children stay safe online. If someone has acted inappropriately towards you online, or to a child 
or young person you know, such as someone is being asked to do something that makes them feel 
uncomfortable, you can report it on the link above.  
  
NSPCC – 0808 800 5000  Childline – 0800 1111  Samaritans – 116 123  Mind – 0300 123 3393  
  
 

https://youngminds.org.uk/find-help/for-parents/parents-guide-to-support-a-z/
https://youngminds.org.uk/blog/talking-to-your-child-about-coronavirus/
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