
Archdiocese of Birmingham 

St. Joseph’s News  
Friday 26th February 2021 

 
 
 
 
 

Dear Parents, Carers, Pupils, Staff and Parishioners, 
 

 

Prayer for the Safety of Returning to School in a Pandemic 
Father, please hear us when we tell You of our concerns.  
Know that we are striving to make all of the right decisions and need Your love and power  
to help us overcome any difficulties.  
Please watch over everyone as times and routines are about to change once again.  
We know that we can do anything through You,  
so please help us ensure health and semi-normalcy in the coming months.   
We give our hearts to You, now and forever.  Amen. 
 

Masses  
Masses are still allowed to continue during Lockdown and will continue to be celebrated at St Joseph’s Catholic 
Church, Nechells. St Joseph’s Mass is on Saturday evening at 6.00pm. 
 

For people who are self-isolating or are vulnerable and unable to attend, the following churches facilitate the live 
streaming of Mass. St Chad’s Cathedral, Birmingham, Our Lady of Lourdes, Yardley Wood, Our Lady and St Brigid, 
Northfield, St Ambrose Barlow, Hall Green, Our Lady of the Wayside, Shirley and St Edwards, Selly Park are some local 
churches where Mass can be viewed at various times.  
  

St Chad’s Cathedral – https://www.stchadscathedral.org.uk/  
Our Lady of the Wayside Church - https://camstreamer.com/redirect/3514c7ab7ecb1a4/S-41479 

 

Lent 
During Lent we prepare, as Christians, for the death and resurrection of Christ. We are asked to prepare by 
doing a number of things: 
• Praying (thinking of others and spending time in reflection and prayer) 
• Almsgiving (giving to those in need) 
• Fasting (abstaining from certain foods or making a positive change in our behaviour) 
 

At school, during Lent, we encourage our community to participate in all of these activities. As part of 
almsgiving this Lent, we are asking families to donate some food items e.g. tins, packets of food, cereals, 
pasta, long life milk, toiletries and other non-perishable food items. Our aim is then to support our school 
community, with emergency food parcels if and when needed. From week beginning the 1st March we will 
be leaving some boxes in the school’s reception area for donations of food to be left in. Thank you for your 
continued support. 
 

This week’s news 
This week, Reception class have been learning about spiders. They have created their own spiders in their DT lesson. 
They captured a spider and safely placed it outside and created posters letting others know how to safely place 
spiders outside. 
 

             

https://www.stchadscathedral.org.uk/
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If you have any safeguarding concerns please contact one of the safeguarding team; 
Mrs Ashley, Miss Price, Mrs Pattinson, Mr Caffrey and Mrs West 

Pupils at St Joseph’s take it in turns to lead prayer. This week we are focusing on 
prayers to St Joseph, the patron of our school, as we begin to 

 prepare for his feast day. 
 

 
Year 1 and Year 2 have created spectacular ‘starry night’ pictures today. 
 

 
            
 
 
 
 
 
 

Some of our children in Reception and KS1 have sent in some of their work that they have been doing at home this 
week. Thank you to Rosie (Y2) and Danny (YR): 

 
  We would love to show some of our other children’s 
work, who are working from home, in our newsletter. 
Please do send them into our enquiry email address, 
enquiry@stjosb7.bham.sch.uk by Wednesday 03rd March. 
 
 

 

School reopening to all pupils on Monday 08th March 2021 
Yesterday, I sent a letter to parents, via email, about the reopening of school to all pupils on Monday 8th 
March. Please do ensure you read this letter as it has some really important information in it explaining 
how the school will run and what times you should drop off and pick up your children. If you did not 
receive this email, please do check you junk box or contact school with your email address so we can 
update our records. This letter will also be published on our website by Monday of next week – Monday 1st 
March. 

 

Secondary school offer day: Monday 1st March 
In advance of secondary offer day on Monday, Birmingham City Council sent out information on Tuesday 
(23rd February) to families of Year 6 pupils who applied on time, explaining the process for them receiving 
their offers. This information is set out on the council’s website at 
https://www.birmingham.gov.uk/Year_7_offer_day 
  

Offer emails will be sent on Monday 1st March 2021, and families will hopefully receive their email by 4pm. 
The exact time will depend on email service providers. Families will also receive their child's offer by letter 
from 2 March 2021. Families only need to contact School Admissions if they are refusing the offer. If 
families do not contact us to refuse the offer by 15th March, the offer will be accepted  

 

Home Learning Questionnaire 
Before the half term holiday, a Home Learning Questionnaire, via Google Forms, was sent out to parents. 
Thank you to all the parents who responded to the questionnaire. We had 38 responses. Over the next few 
weeks I will publish the outcome of the response to the questions. 
 
1. School has provided good quality home learning 

Of the 38 responses 92% of parents strongly agreed or agreed that we had. 
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If you have any safeguarding concerns please contact one of the safeguarding team; 
Mrs Ashley, Miss Price, Mrs Pattinson, Mr Caffrey and Mrs West 

2. School has provided enough home learning for my child 
Of the 38 responses 89% of parents strongly agreed or agreed that we had. 

 
3. The work provided has been at the right level for my child 

Of the 38 responses 71% of parents strongly agreed or agreed that it was, and 24% of parents said 
that neither agreed or disagreed. 

 
4. The home learning has been improved since the last lockdown 

Of the 38 responses 74% of parents strongly agreed or agreed that it has, and 16% neither agreed 
or disagreed. 

 

The responses to these 4 questions were very positive and show that school has improved in the delivery 
and quality  of the remote learning this lockdown. Once again thank you to all the parents who responded 
to the questionnaire, this helps us to evaluate the quality of the work we do here at St Joseph’s School and 
enables you, as the parents and carers, to give your opinions. Over the coming months we will send out more 
short questionnaires about a number of different things, please do take the time to fill in these quick surveys 
as they are your chance to let us know what you think and how you feel. 

 

Support for Parents from the Government 
The government has updated their guidance for parents for supporting children’s remote learning. Below is 
the link which will take you to this updated guidance: 
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/supporting-your-childrens-education-during-coronavirus-covid-
19?utm_source=16%20February%202021%20C19&utm_medium=Daily%20Email%20C19&utm_campaign=
DfE%20C19 
 

They have also updated their guidance on support for parents and carers to keep children and young people 
safe from online harm. The link is below: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-keeping-children-safe-
online/coronavirus-covid-19-support-for-parents-and-carers-to-keep-children-safe-
online?utm_source=16%20February%202021%20C19&utm_medium=Daily%20Email%20C19&utm_campai
gn=DfE%20C19 

 

Updates following the Prime Minister’s announcement on Monday 
The DfE have published an open letter from the Secretary of State for Education to parents about the decision to 
lift restrictions on education from Monday 8 March. This letter also provides information on the 
asymptomatic testing programme and safety measures. Alongside this the DfE have updated guidance on 
what parents and carers need to know about early years providers, schools and colleges and parents and carers of 

children attending out-of-school settings during the coronavirus (COVID-19) outbreak. Please click on the links to 
access these updates. 
 

Parents Consultation phone calls or video calls 
This week, the teachers in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 have been making phone calls to parents to discuss 
how their child is getting on working from home and things that they want them to learn by the end of the 
year in certain subjects. Next week, the teachers from Years 3 to 6 will be doing video calls using the Teams 
platform. This week, you will have received a text message or email stating a time and date for when your 
child’s class teacher will be phoning or video calling you. Please do make sure you are available at this time 
and date, as the teachers have appointment times throughout the day for all the children in the class and 
will not be available to take a return phone call from parents who have missed their call or video call. 
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https://dfemedia.blog.gov.uk/2021/02/23/an-open-letter-from-education-secretary-gavin-williamson-to-parents-carers-and-guardians/?utm_source=24%20February%202021%20C19&utm_medium=Daily%20Email%20C19&utm_campaign=DfE%20C19
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If you have any safeguarding concerns please contact one of the safeguarding team; 
Mrs Ashley, Miss Price, Mrs Pattinson, Mr Caffrey and Mrs West 

Support with Devices for participating in live lessons 
We are aware some families are experiencing difficulties with accessing the live lessons in 
school due to lack of devices at home. Please do contact school office, on 0121-464-8140, and 
let us know if you are in need of an extra device as we may be able to help by lending you one 
of our laptops from school or giving you a data sim card that the children can use to access 
the internet on a mobile phone.  
 

Free Online Help for Parents from Dandelion Learning (New for this week) 
This is a message from Dandelion Learning: 
In the current climate we understand how difficult it is for parents to navigate the demands of home 
schooling. We want to do everything we can to help schools to support parents and children at this 
challenging time. The importance of subject knowledge is key in ensuring that grammar learning at home is 
successful. With this in mind, we are running fully funded online sessions specifically for parents focusing on 
basic grammatical terminology.  
  

In this session for parents we will explore: 
• Grammatical terminology. Consolidate your understanding of word classes including nouns, verbs, 
adjectives, determiners, conjunctions, pronouns and adverbs. 
• Ways to support your child at home with their understanding of grammar. 
 

This 45-minute session is free to all parents who have children at primary school. You can book at 
https://www.dandelionlearning.co.uk/helping-parents-with-home-learning-getting-to-grips-with-
grammar/ 
 
 

Reporting a Positive or a Negative COVID-19 Test Result 
We have set up a designated email address for school. This email address is to be used if a child receives a 
positive or a negative test result for COVID. Please notify school, using the email address 
covid@stjosb7.bham.sch.uk as soon as possible, including evenings and weekends. This mailbox is 
monitored regularly, so we can respond quickly to any confirmed cases.  
 

If we do receive a notification of a positive test result, we may need to ask a class team/bubble to isolate. 
If this is the case we will send an email and/or text message to you letting you know that your child, in that 
particular class, needs to isolate for up to 10 days and should not leave the house until the date given in the 
email/text. If you child is isolating but has no symptoms, then remote (home) learning will be made available 
to them for the length of their isolation. 
 

COVID-19 Symptoms 
Please can I remind parents of the children who are still attending the school setting during this third 
Lockdown, to not send your child into school if your child or someone in your household is displaying even 
one of the COVID-19 symptoms, which are:  

 A temperature  

 A new continuous cough  

 The loss or change of their taste or smell 
Can I also ask you to not bring your child into school if they or someone in your household has taken or 
is going to take a test, until the results have been returned. 
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If you have any safeguarding concerns please contact one of the safeguarding team; 
Mrs Ashley, Miss Price, Mrs Pattinson, Mr Caffrey and Mrs West 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Congratulations to the following children who have worked hard both at home and in school over the last 
half term 
 

Reception Danny   Fabulous craft work at home  
Abigail   Working very hard at home  
Khasim  Some lovely behaviour this week  

 
Year 1   Jay   For always trying his best with his work 

Kezia   For always working to the best of her ability  
Adolina  For beautiful handwriting in her English work  

 
Year 2   Jessica   Always doing her best 

Natan   Having a great attitude to working at home  
Nicola   For trying her best in Maths, learning about 3D shapes 

 
Year 3   Natenem For excellent participation in his maths lessons this week 

Mhurit  For an excellent summary of chapter 2 of Stig of the Dump 
Shukylus  For trying his best to complete his maths work  

 
Year 4   Bethel   For completing some excellent maths work about time 

Mariam  For always completing her work to the best of her ability and being willing to 
share her answers with the class 

Daniel   For always trying his best and completing his work to the best of his ability 
 

Year 5   Kacie-Mae  For her excellent poster about the life cycle of birds 
Sara   For always participating and sharing her work with the class on j2write 
Zuri  For completing all her task about translation in maths and moving on to the 

extension activities 
 
Year 6   Anthony  Concentrating during RE at all times and promptly answering questions 

with mature detailed answers 
Henon   Excellent guided reading answers showing a maturing Year 6 standard of work 
Fardowsa  Making good progress with her Maths work 

 

Mental Wellbeing  
To help and support mental wellbeing during this difficult time here are some resources that parents may 
find of use if they are concerned about their child’s mental wellbeing. At the end, some useful contacts have 
been added which you may find useful. We would always recommend you check out the resources first to 
ensure they are suitable for your child and you are comfortable with the content.  
 BBC’s Newsround has a great webpage full of information and support from a 
child psychologist https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/51896156  

 Childline has created a dedicated Coronavirus webpage full of tips, advice 
and activities https://www.childline.org.uk/info-advice/your-feelings/anxiety-stress-panic/worries-
about-the-world/coronavirus/  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/51896156
https://www.childline.org.uk/info-advice/your-feelings/anxiety-stress-panic/worries-about-the-world/coronavirus/
https://www.childline.org.uk/info-advice/your-feelings/anxiety-stress-panic/worries-about-the-world/coronavirus/


If you have any safeguarding concerns please contact one of the safeguarding team; 
Mrs Ashley, Miss Price, Mrs Pattinson, Mr Caffrey and Mrs West 

 Mindheart has also produced a small booklet aimed at children under seven years old. This is 
designed to be coloured in as a therapeutic anxiety reducing 
activity. https://www.mindheart.co/descargables  
 Sibs offers great support and advice specifically for siblings aged 7-17 of 
disabled children. www.youngsibs.org.uk  
 The Children’s Society - Coronavirus Covid-19 information and support - Stepping up our fight for the 
most vulnerable young people www.childrenssociety.org.uk/coronavirus-information-and-support  

  

Every Mind Matters  
Public Health England has updated the Every Mind Matters platform with specific advice on maintaining 
good mental wellbeing during the outbreak. Simply click on:  
https://www.nhs.uk/oneyou/every-mind-matters/coronavirus-covid-19-staying-at-home-tips/   
which outline useful tips to help mental wellbeing while staying at home.  
  

Young Minds  
Young Minds have produced a list of useful links regarding young minds and mental wellbeing. It provides 
advice on how to help your child with any mental health conditions, and life events which might be 
negatively affecting their wellbeing. It also includes links for further support and guidance.  
https://youngminds.org.uk/find-help/for-parents/parents-guide-to-support-a-z/  
  
Young minds have also produced information about talking to your child about COVID-19. The advice will 
help to alleviate any anxiety a child may be feeling over the current situation and provides advice on how to 
approach the subject with your child https://youngminds.org.uk/blog/talking-to-your-child-about-
coronavirus/  
  
Young Minds Parental Helpline - call for free 0808 802 5544 (Mon-Fri 9:30 - 16:00).  

 

Useful contacts  
CEOP HTTPS://WWW.CEOP.POLICE.UK/SAFETY-CENTRE  
CEOP help children stay safe online. If someone has acted inappropriately towards you online, or to a child 
or young person you know, such as someone is being asked to do something that makes them feel 
uncomfortable, you can report it on the link above.  
  
NSPCC – 0808 800 5000  Childline – 0800 1111  Samaritans – 116 123  Mind – 0300 123 3393  
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