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Dear Parents, Carers, Pupils, Staff and Parishioners, 
 

St Joseph’s Prayer 
Hail, Guardian of the Redeemer,  
Spouse of the Blessed Virgin Mary.  
To you God entrusted his only Son;  
in you Mary placed her trust;  
with you Christ became man.  
Blessed Joseph, to us too,  
show yourself a father and guide us in the path of life.  
Obtain for us grace, mercy, and courage,  
and defend us from every evil. Amen 
 

Today is the Feast day of our Patron Saint, St Joseph. In school today we have had a special retreat day focusing on 
the many jobs St Joseph’s had. The children have been thinking about the jobs they would like to do when they grow 
up. Please do ask your child/ren about what they have done today. 

 

Dates for your Diary 
Wednesday 28th April  School Photographs 

Friday 30th April  INSET day – school closed to all pupils 
 

School Term Dates until the end of the academic year 
Thursday 1st April  School closes for Easter Holiday  1.00pm 
Monday 19th  April  School reopens     8.45am (Breakfast club at 7.45am) 
 

Monday 3rd  May   School closed for May Bank Holiday  
 

Friday 28th May    School closes for Half-term holiday 3.15pm 
Monday 7th June  School reopens     8.45am (Breakfast club at 7.45am) 
 

Wednesday 21st July  School closes for Summer  1.00pm 
 

End of Term – Thursday 1st April  
School will close at 1.00pm on Thursday 1st April – there will be a staggered end to the day: 
 

 Year 3 and 4 will finish at 12.55pm - Please collect the children from the KS2 playground as usual. 

 Year 5 and 6 will finish at 1.00pm - Please collect the children from the KS2 playground as usual. 
 

 Reception will finish at 12.50pm – from the usual gate 

 Year 1 will finish at 1.00pm – from the usual gate 

 Year 2 will finish at 1.00pm – from the breakfast club door 
 

Masses  
Masses are still allowed to continue during Lockdown and will continue to be celebrated at St Joseph’s Catholic 
Church, Nechells. St Joseph’s Mass is on Saturday evening at 6.00pm. 
 

For people who are self-isolating or are vulnerable and unable to attend, the following churches facilitate the live 
streaming of Mass. St Chad’s Cathedral, Birmingham, Our Lady of Lourdes, Yardley Wood, Our Lady and St Brigid, 
Northfield, St Ambrose Barlow, Hall Green, Our Lady of the Wayside, Shirley and St Edwards, Selly Park are some local 
churches where Mass can be viewed at various times.  
  

St Chad’s Cathedral – https://www.stchadscathedral.org.uk/  

https://www.stchadscathedral.org.uk/


If you have any safeguarding concerns please contact one of the safeguarding team; 
Mrs Ashley, Miss Price, Mrs Pattinson, Mr Caffrey and Mrs West 

Our Lady of the Wayside Church - https://camstreamer.com/redirect/3514c7ab7ecb1a4/S-41479 

Lent 
At school, during Lent, we encourage our community to participate in Praying, Fasting 
and Almsgiving. As part of almsgiving this Lent, we are asking families to donate some 
food items e.g. tins, packets of food, cereals, pasta, long life milk, toiletries and other 
non-perishable food items. Our aim is then to support our school community, with 
emergency food parcels if and when needed. From last week we have left some boxes 
in the school’s reception area for donations of food to be left in. Thank you for your continued support. 
We will also be raising money, this Lent, for The Father Hudson’s Good Shepherd Appeal and Cafod. The Father 
Hudson Charity supports vulnerable people across the Archdiocese of Birmingham, while Cafod support communities 
in other countries. We will be raising money through an Easter Egg raffle and some own clothes days. 
 

Easter Egg Raffle 
Each class will have their own Easter Eggs to win and will buy raffle tickets from their class teacher 
for the class draw during Holy Week. Raffle tickets will be on sale from Monday 15th March for 
20p a ticket/£1 for a strip of 5 tickets. These must be bought in the classroom and will not be 
available in the school office, so please send the money with your child in an envelope. 
 

This week’s news 
This week, the children have all been working really hard, catching up on missed learning. Year 3 have been sorting 
household objects by their 3D shapes.   
 

                   
 

Year 1, in Science, have been out and about looking for signs of Spring. They have found blossom, buds and flowers 
including the daffodils they planted as bulbs in Autumn. They then recorded the observations in their Science books. 

                       
 
Year 2 are growing their own food in school. This week they have been learning about seeds and bulbs and have 
planted potatoes. 

       
 
 

https://camstreamer.com/redirect/3514c7ab7ecb1a4/S-41479


If you have any safeguarding concerns please contact one of the safeguarding team; 
Mrs Ashley, Miss Price, Mrs Pattinson, Mr Caffrey and Mrs West 

Reception have been busy hunting for minibeasts this week. They have found a ladybird all alone on the playground. 
They decided to carefully move it to the Minibeast Hotel so that it would not get hurt and to have some other minibeast 
friends to play with. 
 

 
 
 
 
                        

 

 

 
DfE information on Lateral Flow Tests 
Parents and other adults in households with children at school or college, who do not have symptoms, can now access 
regular, rapid coronavirus (COVID-19) testing. This includes childcare and support bubbles. 
Tests are fast, easy and completely free. There are different ways for a household, childcare or support bubble to 
collect their test to take at home, twice-weekly: 
 

 through your employer, if they offer testing to employees 

 by collecting a home test kit from a local test site – anyone aged 18 or over can collect 2 packs of 7 tests 

 by ordering a home test kit online – please do not order online if you can access testing through other routes, 
this frees up home delivery for those who need it most 
 

Children of primary school age (and below) without symptoms are not being asked to take a test.  
The two nearest test sites to our school that distribute Lateral Flow Test to parents are: 
 

Aston University Car Park 6 Coleshill Street 

Jennens Road Carpark 
Car park 6 - Aston University 
Birmingham City Centre 
B4 7ET 
Open from 1.30-7.00pm daily 

Saltley Wellbeing Centre Car Park 

Saltley Wellbeing Centre 
120 Broadway Ave 
Birmingham 
B9 5YD 
Open from 1.30-7.00pm daily 
 

If you have any queries about the tests please call 119 (free from mobiles and landlines). Lines are open every day 
from 7am to 11pm. Children of primary school age (and below) without symptoms are not being asked to take a test. 
Testing is voluntary, but strongly recommended to all who are eligible. Alongside the vaccine, washing hands, 
wearing face coverings, and maintaining social distancing, rapid testing plays a vital role in reducing transmission rates. 
Getting into the habit of regular testing as part of our everyday lives will help us all to play our part and do what we 
can to protect each other. 

 

Update to Guidance for Parents 
The DfE have updated their guidance on what parents need to know about early years providers, schools and colleges 
during COVID-19. 
The guidance now includes information on returning to boarding school from overseas, including arrangements for 
pupils to quarantine on arrival in the UK. It also provides additional information to support parents considering elective 
home education for their child. 
We have also published a collection of guidance providing information for parents and carers of children attending 
early years settings, schools and colleges during the coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic. 
This collection brings together information and guidance for parents on: 
 

 essential information for the spring term 
 coronavirus (COVID-19) testing 
 clubs and out-of-school settings 
 home schooling and remote education 
 support for children and young people 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/rapid-lateral-flow-testing-for-households-and-bubbles-of-school-pupils-and-staff
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak/what-parents-need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges-during-covid-19?utm_source=17%20March%202021%20C19&utm_medium=Daily%20Email%20C19&utm_campaign=DfE%20C19
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak/what-parents-need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges-during-covid-19?utm_source=17%20March%202021%20C19&utm_medium=Daily%20Email%20C19&utm_campaign=DfE%20C19
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/information-for-parents-and-carers-coronavirus-covid-19?utm_source=17%20March%202021%20C19&utm_medium=Daily%20Email%20C19&utm_campaign=DfE%20C19


If you have any safeguarding concerns please contact one of the safeguarding team; 
Mrs Ashley, Miss Price, Mrs Pattinson, Mr Caffrey and Mrs West 

Census 2021 
You may be aware that there is a national Census taking place on 21st March. The 
census is a survey that happens every 10 years, in order to give a picture of all the 
people and households in England and Wales. The information the government gets 
from it helps them to plan for the future and make decisions on planning and funding 
public services in your area, including transport, education and healthcare.  
  

You are required by law to complete the Census and every household must submit it. You can be fined £1000 if you 
do not complete the Census.  This time, the Census needs to be completed online. You will receive a letter in the post 
with an access code that is unique to your address. Instructions on how to complete the Census are detailed in the 
letter.    
  

Every household should complete the census on or before Sunday 21st March 2021 or as soon as possible after.  There 
are quite a lot of resources available online to help at https://census.gov.uk/help  If English is not your first language, 
you can access Census guidance in a number of different languages at https://census.gov.uk/help/languages-and-
accessibility/languages  

 

Reporting a Positive or a Negative COVID-19 Test Result 
We have set up a designated email address for school. This email address is to be used if a child receives a positive or 
a negative test result for COVID. Please notify school, using the email address covid@stjosb7.bham.sch.uk as soon 
as possible, including evenings and weekends. This mailbox is monitored regularly, so we can respond quickly to any 
confirmed cases.  
 

If we do receive a notification of a positive test result, we may need to ask a class team/bubble to isolate. If this is 
the case we will send an email and/or text message to you letting you know that your child, in that particular class, 
needs to isolate for up to 10 days and should not leave the house until the date given in the email/text. If you child is 
isolating but has no symptoms, then remote (home) learning will be made available to them for the length of their 
isolation. 
 

Please remember if you, your child or any member of your household has any symptoms of COVID-19, do not send 
your children into school until they have had a PCR test. If the result comes back negative then children can return 
to school if well enough, if the results come back positive, all household members should isolate for 10 days after 
symptoms start or after the date of the test, which ever was first. Thank you for your understanding with this. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Congratulations to the following children who have shone in school over the last week 
 

Reception  Matthew  A super effort in Maths  
Year 1   Dawit   Well done! For a great start at St Joseph’s  
Year 2   Sofoniyas  Taking part fantastically in Collective Worship  
Year 3   Pone Pone  Excellent use of inverted commas this week in English  
Year 4   Adal   Trying his best in all his work and improving his handwriting and presentation 
Year 5   Yobiel   Writing an excellent story in Exciting Writing modelling his English skills 
Year 6   Jael   Returning to school with a mature and enthusiastic attitude to her learning 
 

https://census.gov.uk/help
https://census.gov.uk/help/languages-and-accessibility/languages
https://census.gov.uk/help/languages-and-accessibility/languages
mailto:covid@stjosb7.bham.sch.uk

