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Dear Parents, Carers, Pupils, Staff and Parishioners, 
 
 

A night reflection for Maundy Thursday 
Jesus arrested, judged, found guilty and condemned to die 
is held captive overnight. 
If I were arrested and held this night what would I be found guilty of? 
That I made friends with people irrespective of their colour, creed or class…. 
That I shared my bread with the poor…. 
That my words… and actions… brought healing and forgiveness…. 
That I made justice and didn’t count the cost …. 
That I sought the truth and then spoke of it…. 
That I recognised my neighbour and loved them as my very self… 
That I met God along the way in the healing and forgiveness I received…. 
That I accepted hospitality at many different tables…. 
That I was changed by the lives of others…. 
…. and often repented my arrogance and foolishness 
in encountering their wisdom … 
That friends and strangers sometimes paid the price for me…. 
That I never sought out suffering... 
….. but journeyed with it to the best of my ability... 
That the love of those about me taught me to love myself before God... 
You call us out of brokenness to mend and remake your creation. 
Grant us the courage to stay with all those who are held captive this night. 
In the name of Jesus who is good news, Amen. 
 

Pat Pierce/CAFOD 

 

Dates for your Diary 
Wednesday 28th April  School Photographs 

Friday 30th April  INSET day – school closed to all pupils 
11th – 18th June   Scholastic Book fair in school 

 

School Term Dates until the end of the academic year 
Thursday 1st April  School closes for Easter   1.00pm 
Monday 19th  April  School reopens     8.45am (Breakfast club at 7.45am) 
 

Monday 3rd  May   School closed for May Bank Holiday  
 

Friday 28th May    School closes for Half-term holiday 3.15pm 
Monday 7th June  School reopens     8.45am (Breakfast club at 7.45am) 
 

Wednesday 21st July  School closes for Summer  1.00pm 
 

Masses 
Today we start the Paschal Triduum, this begins this evening (Maundy Thursday) with the Lord’s Supper and ends in 
the evening of Sunday (Easter Sunday).  These 3 days form the most important days of the Church’s Year. 
 

Why are these days so significant? Because our faith in Jesus dead and risen all comes together in these three days. 
We penetrate in great depth the mystery of Christ’s death and resurrection. We take three days to celebrate this great 
foundation of our faith because it is simply too powerful and rich for a one-day celebration. Even though we take three 
days, it is still one mystery we celebrate.  
 



If you have any safeguarding concerns please contact one of the safeguarding team; 
Mrs Ashley, Miss Price, Mrs Pattinson, Mr Caffrey and Mrs West 

The purpose of the Triduum is not to participate in a historical re-enactment of Christ’s passion, death and 
resurrection. For we know that the Lord is risen and will never die again. It is the risen Christ who calls us together to 
remember all he did to save us so that by remembering the Passover of the Lord we might encounter again the saving 
grace of these sacred events. 
 

Masses during the Paschal Triduum at St Joseph’s, Nechells and Sacred Heart, Aston are below. 
 

Day Aston Nechells 

MAUNDY THURSDAY 7.30pm  

GOOD FRIDAY  3.00pm  

HOLY SATURDAY 
Easter Ceremonies 

 
8.00pm 

 

EASTER SUNDAY 10.00am  

 
For people who are self-isolating or are vulnerable and unable to attend, the following churches facilitate the live 
streaming of Mass. St Chad’s Cathedral, Birmingham, Our Lady of Lourdes, Yardley Wood, Our Lady and St Brigid, 
Northfield, St Ambrose Barlow, Hall Green, Our Lady of the Wayside, Shirley and St Edwards, Selly Park are some 
local churches where Mass can be viewed at various times.  
 St Chad’s Cathedral – https://www.stchadscathedral.org.uk/  
Our Lady of the Wayside Church - https://camstreamer.com/redirect/3514c7ab7ecb1a4/S-41479 
 

Sacraments of Reconciliation, Holy Communion and Confirmation 
Dates: 
Years 5 and 6 will have the opportunity to receive the Sacrament of Reconciliation on Monday 26th April, before they 
make their Confirmation, on Monday 17th May at 4.00pm. Our children, who are now in Year 7, who were due to a 
make their Confirmation last year, will also be celebrating the Sacrament of Confirmation on the 17th May with us. 
Please keep our Confirmandi in your prayers while they prepare for this special sacrament. 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation and Holy Communion 
This will take place in School, for Years 3 and 4 on Wednesday 5th May at 9.45am. Please keep these children in your 
prayers while they prepare for this very special sacrament.  These children will then make their First Holy Communion 
on Saturday 12th June at 4.00pm. Please keep our First Holy Communion children in your prayers while they prepare 
for these special sacraments. 

 

This week’s news 
This week, we have spent each day reflecting on 
Holy Week. On Monday, we reflected on Palm 
Sunday and Jesus’ entry in Jerusalem. The whole 
school paraded through the school playground 
waving palms and singing Hosanna. We then 
celebrated in a pre-recorded Palm Sunday Mass in 
our classrooms. 
 
On Tuesday morning, KS1 led the whole school in the stations of the cross. They read and sang beautifully. In the 
afternoon, Y3 led us through the Last Supper. 
 

           

https://www.stchadscathedral.org.uk/
https://camstreamer.com/redirect/3514c7ab7ecb1a4/S-41479


If you have any safeguarding concerns please contact one of the safeguarding team; 
Mrs Ashley, Miss Price, Mrs Pattinson, Mr Caffrey and Mrs West 

On Wednesday morning, Y4 led the whole 
school collective worship. We followed 
Jesus in to the Garden of Gethsemane. 
We were asked to examine our own 
conscience and to reflect on how the 
disciples made mistakes and didn’t stay 
awake for Jesus when he needed them. 

During the afternoon, Y5 
led us all in collective 
worship focused on Peter’s 
denial. We thought about 
the times that we have 
denied Jesus and what we 
can do to be closer to him. 

    
Reception have also been taking part in celebrating Holy Week, they 
have been focusing on the Stations of the Cross. They watched KS1’s 
video about the stations of the cross and then the children worked 
together to put the pictures into the correct order. 
 

Staffing news 
Today, we say goodbye to Miss McKoy, who has been working in our Reception Class this term. 
The staff and I would like to send her our thanks for all her hard work with our Reception 
children this term, she has worked tirelessly to ensure the children still had learning during 
Lockdown and have enjoyed an exciting curriculum since they returned on the 08th March. I am 
sure everyone in our school community would agree that she has done a fantastic job while she 
has been with us and we all wish her the best of luck for the future. Thank You Miss McKoy! 

 

Next term, we welcome Miss Teague, who will be joining us as a permanent member of staff. She will be replacing 
Miss McKoy in our Reception class. Miss Teague is really looking forward to starting work with them and is looking 
forward to meeting all our parents too.  
 

Update regarding offer of Reception class places for September 2021 
Offer emails 

 As you applied online, you will be sent an email informing you which school has been offered to your child. 

 Emails will be sent on Friday 16 April 2021, and we expect that you will receive your email by 4pm – the exact 
time will depend on your email service provider. 

 You will also receive your child’s offer by letter from 16 April 2021. 

 Please do not contact Birmingham City Council before you have received the offer of a school place. 

 The School Admissions team will be unable to inform you which primary school place has been offered to your 
child by phone or email. 

 You must be in receipt of your email or letter before contacting the School Admissions team. 

 You may contact School Admissions if you have not received your email or letter by Monday 19 April 2021. 
 
Next steps 

 The email and letter you receive will name the primary school your child has been offered for September 2021. 

 You will only need to inform Birmingham City Council by 30 April 2021 if you are refusing this offer. 

 Details of how to do this will be included in your offer letter. 

 If you do not contact them to refuse the offer, the school will update their records to show the offer has been 
accepted. 

 If your child has not been offered a place at any of the schools you applied for, this will be because the school(s) 
received more applications than there were places available and other children met the admission criteria 
more closely than your child. 



If you have any safeguarding concerns please contact one of the safeguarding team; 
Mrs Ashley, Miss Price, Mrs Pattinson, Mr Caffrey and Mrs West 

 You are strongly encouraged not to refuse the offer, so that your child has a guaranteed place for September 
2021. 

 By refusing the offer, the place may be given to a child on the waiting list for that school. 

 The offer being accepted will not affect your child’s waiting list position for any of your higher preference 
schools, or influence the outcome of any appeal you may submit 

 

Health and Safety in the Playground 
Please remember that at all times we need to be vigilant of the welfare of all children and families on the school 
grounds. As such I would like to remind you of the following measures that we have in place: 
 

 Dogs are not permitted on the school grounds 

 Smoking/Vaping is not permitted on the school grounds or outside the gates 

 Bikes/scooters must not be used on the school premises 

 Electric scooters are not allowed on the school premises and should not be used on the footpaths around 
school when children are being dropped off or collected.  

 

The area outside the school gates is very congested, more so with the restrictions on social distancing that are in place 
at present.  I would also ask that you are mindful of blocking the pavement when waiting to collect your child. Parents 
are having to walk into the road to get around groups of parents on the footpath who are chatting. Thank you for your 
support with these important health and safety issues.  
 

Medical Information - Hay fever 
We have noticed that some children are beginning to suffer during the day with the 
symptoms of hay fever. If your child does suffer from hay fever, please ensure that you give 
them their medication before they come to school. Please remember that we cannot 
administer medication, and so tablets or medicine should not be brought in to school. 
Thank you. 
 

Reporting a possible case over the Easter Holidays for Test and Trace Purposes 
If over the next 2 days (Friday and Saturday) your child/ren develop symptoms of Covid-19 please contact school via 
the email covid@stjosb7.bham.sch.uk as soon as possible and give details of how school can get in touch with you. 
Once your child has had a PCR Covid-19 test please email the same email with the results. This will enabled us to let 
other families know if they need to isolate if your child tests positive. Thank you. 
 

Changes to the Test and Trace support payment for parents 
Parents and carers of children who have been advised to self-isolate by their education setting or by NHS Test and 
Trace are now able to apply for a Test and Trace Support Payment or discretionary payment of £500, if they meet the 
eligibility criteria. The extension of the Test and Trace Support Payment scheme, which is administered by district and 
unitary local authorities in England, ensures that parents receive the financial support they need if they are unable to 
attend work due to childcare responsibilities. 
 

Parents and carers should apply to their local authority to receive a payment. Applications for the Test and Trace 
Support Payment scheme are made via the local authority in which the parent or carer resides, not the local authority 
where the setting is situated, if these are different. 
 
To be eligible applicants must meet all of the criteria that: 

• they are the parent or guardian of a child or young person in the same household and need to take time off 
work to care for them while they self-isolate. This is limited to one parent or guardian per household for the 
child or young person’s self-isolation period 

• they are employed or self-employed 
• they cannot work from home while undertaking caring responsibilities and will lose income as a result 
• they meet all the other means-tested eligibility criteria for a Test and Trace Support Payment or locally 

determined criteria for a discretionary payment 

mailto:covid@stjosb7.bham.sch.uk
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/test-and-trace-support-payment-scheme-claiming-financial-support/claiming-financial-support-under-the-test-and-trace-support-payment-scheme?utm_source=22%20March%202021%20C19&utm_medium=Daily%20Email%20C19&utm_campaign=DfE%20C19


If you have any safeguarding concerns please contact one of the safeguarding team; 
Mrs Ashley, Miss Price, Mrs Pattinson, Mr Caffrey and Mrs West 

• Their child is aged 15 or under (or 25 or under with an Education, Health and Care Plan (EHC)) and normally 
attends an education or childcare setting 

• Their child has been told to self-isolate by NHS Test and Trace or by their education or childcare setting 
because they have been identified as a close contact of someone who has tested positive for coronavirus 
(COVID-19) 

 
 

Public Health testing scenario 
 Below is a table that schools have been asked to share with families in their newsletters to remind them of the 
different testing scenarios. Please note that it is important that families do not use lateral flow testing when they or 
their children have symptoms of COVID. 
  

 Who? Action Further action 

Symptoms Anyone 
Order a test for people 
with symptoms online or 
call 119. 

Stay at home while you are waiting 
for a home test kit, a test site 
appointment or a test result. Do not 
use the rapid lateral flow testing 
service as this is only for people 
without symptoms. 

No symptoms 
(regular testing) 

Secondary school 
pupils and college 

students 
  

Every 3-4 days a rapid test 
needs to be completed. 

Follow the instructions set 
out in the home test 

kit. For information on how 
to do your test 

Report your test result 
online or by calling 119. 

 

Negative Result 
  

Complete another rapid test in 3-4 
days’ time and keep following 

all coronavirus advice such as hand 
washing. 

  
Positive Result 

  
Tell your workplace if you test 

positive. 
  

You must: 

 self-isolate immediately, 
including anyone you live with 
or are in a bubble with. 

 order a test for people with 
symptoms or call 119 in order 
to confirm your result 

 follow the stay at home 
guidance for households with 
possible coronavirus infection 

Staff of primary or 
secondary schools 

and colleges 
(including temporary, 
part time, voluntary) 

 

  
 

DfE information on Lateral Flow Tests 
Parents and other adults in households with children at school or college, who do not have symptoms, can now access 
regular, rapid coronavirus (COVID-19) testing. This includes childcare and support bubbles. 
Tests are fast, easy and completely free. There are different ways for a household, childcare or support bubble to 
collect their test to take at home, twice-weekly: 
 

 through your employer, if they offer testing to employees 

 by collecting a home test kit from a local test site – anyone aged 18 or over can collect 2 packs of 7 tests 

 by ordering a home test kit online – please do not order online if you can access testing through other routes, 
this frees up home delivery for those who need it most 

 

The two nearest test sites to our school that distribute Lateral Flow Test to parents are: 
 

https://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test
https://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/957271/COVID-19-self-test-instructions.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/957271/COVID-19-self-test-instructions.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/report-covid19-result
https://www.gov.uk/report-covid19-result
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/how-to-stop-the-spread-of-coronavirus-covid-19/how-to-stop-the-spread-of-coronavirus-covid-19
https://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test
https://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/rapid-lateral-flow-testing-for-households-and-bubbles-of-school-pupils-and-staff


Aston University Car Park 6 Coleshill Street 

Jennens Road Carpark 
Car park 6 - Aston University 
Birmingham City Centre 
B4 7ET 
Open from 1.30-7.00pm daily 

Saltley Wellbeing Centre Car Park 

Saltley Wellbeing Centre 
120 Broadway Ave 
Birmingham 
B9 5YD 
Open from 1.30-7.00pm daily 
 

If you have any queries about the tests please call 119 (free from mobiles and landlines). Lines are open every day 
from 7am to 11pm. Children of primary school age (and below) without symptoms are not being asked to take a test. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Congratulations to the following children who have shone in school over the last week 
 

 
Reception  Mikaeel  Showing a positive attitude towards his learning  
Year 1   Eliab   Excellent Holy Week work 
Year 2   Rosie-Mae  Imaginative writing in RE  
Year 3   Mer  Being Jesus in our Y3 collective worship about the Last Supper 
Year 4   Jasper   Being an excellent Jesus in our collective worship  
Year 5   Sara   Being Peter in our class collective worship and remembering her lines 
Year 6   Bethel   Improved effort and focus in all lessons.  
 
The staff and I would like to wish all our children and parents a very happy Easter. 
 
God bless 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



If you have any safeguarding concerns please contact one of the safeguarding team; 
Mrs Ashley, Miss Price, Mrs Pattinson, Mr Caffrey and Mrs West 

 


