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Dear Parents, Carers, Pupils, Staff and Parishioners, 
 
 
 

The Year of St Joseph Prayer 
To you, O blessed Joseph, do we come in our afflictions, and having implored the help of your most holy Spouse, we 
confidently invoke your patronage also. 
Through that charity which bound you to the Immaculate Virgin Mother of God and through the paternal love with 
which you embraced the Child Jesus, we humbly beg you graciously to regard the inheritance which Jesus Christ has 
purchased by his Blood, and with your power and strength to aid us in our necessities. 
O most watchful guardian of the Holy Family, defend the chosen children of Jesus Christ; O most loving father, ward 
off from us every contagion of error and corrupting influence; O our most mighty protector, be kind to us and from 
heaven assist us in our struggle with the power of darkness. 
As once you rescued the Child Jesus from deadly peril, so now protect God’s Holy Church from the snares of the enemy 
and from all adversity; shield, too, each one of us by your constant protection, so that, supported by your example 
and your aid, we may be able to live piously, to die in holiness, and to obtain eternal happiness in heaven. Amen.. 
 

 

Dates for your Diary 
Wednesday 28th April  School Photographs 

Friday 30th April  INSET day – school closed to all pupils 
Monday 24th May  INSET day – school closed to all pupils 
11th – 18th June   Scholastic Book fair in school 

 

School Term Dates until the end of the academic year 
 

Friday 30th April   School closed for INSET day 
Monday 3rd  May   School closed for May Bank Holiday  
 

Monday 24th May  INSET day – school closed to all pupils 
Friday 28th May    School closes for Half-term holiday 3.15pm 
Monday 7th June  School reopens     8.45am (Breakfast club at 7.45am) 
 

Wednesday 21st July  School closes for Summer  1.00pm 
 

Masses 
St Joseph’s Catholic Church has Mass on Saturday evenings at 6.00pm 
 

For people who are self-isolating or are vulnerable and unable to attend, the following churches facilitate the live 
streaming of Mass. St Chad’s Cathedral, Birmingham, Our Lady of Lourdes, Yardley Wood, Our Lady and St Brigid, 
Northfield, St Ambrose Barlow, Hall Green, Our Lady of the Wayside, Shirley and St Edwards, Selly Park are some 
local churches where Mass can be viewed at various times.  
 St Chad’s Cathedral – https://www.stchadscathedral.org.uk/ 
Our Lady of the Wayside Church - https://camstreamer.com/redirect/3514c7ab7ecb1a4/S-41479 

 

Sacraments of Reconciliation and Confirmation 
Years 5 and 6 will have the opportunity to receive the Sacrament of Reconciliation on Monday 26th April, before they 
make their Confirmation, on Monday 17th May at 4.00pm. Our children, who are now in Year 7, who were due to a 
make their Confirmation last year, will also be celebrating the Sacrament of Confirmation on the 17th May with us. 
Please keep our Confirmandi in your prayers while they prepare for this special sacrament. 

 

https://www.stchadscathedral.org.uk/
https://camstreamer.com/redirect/3514c7ab7ecb1a4/S-41479


If you have any safeguarding concerns please contact one of the safeguarding team; 
Mrs Ashley, Miss Price, Mrs Pattinson, Mr Caffrey and Mrs West 

Sacrament of Reconciliation and Holy Communion 
The Sacrament of Reconciliation, will take place in School, for Years 3 and 4 on Wednesday 05th May at 09.45am. 
Please keep these children in your prayer while they prepare for this very special sacrament.  These children will then 
make their First Holy Communion on Saturday 12th June at 4.00pm, in St Joseph’s Catholic Church. Please keep our 
First Holy Communion children in your prayers while they prepare for these special sacraments. 
 

INSET Days – SCHOOL CLOSED! 
Just a reminder that school is CLOSED next Friday (30th April) to all pupils for a staff training day. School is also 
closed on the following Monday (3rd May) for the May bank holiday, so you will have an extra long weekend! The 
children return to school on Tuesday 4th May.  
 

School will also be closed on Monday 24th May for a teacher training day. 

 
This week’s news 
This week, we have had some lovely sunshine and 
Year 2 have taken advantage of this, by having 
their PE lessons outside. The children have been 
learning how to play hockey and practice the skills 
involved in passing the ball between team 
members. 
 
 

On Wednesday, Year 1 had a busy time planting sunflower seeds. First they had to prepare the pot by using small 
stones for drainage, adding compost and gently pushing in the seeds. Finally they watered the pots and left them in 
a warm place. They are looking forward to seeing them start to grow. 

 
                  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
This week, Year 6 have been reading the 
scriptures in their RE lessons. 
 
 
 

         

School Photographs 
Next Wednesday (28th April) we have the school photographer visiting school to take individual 
photos of the children and sibling groups. Parents will have the opportunity to purchase these 
photographs afterwards. Unfortunately due to Covid restrictions this year, parents and younger 
siblings who do not attend the school, will not be able to come in to have their photos taken. Thank 
you for your understanding with this. 
 

Staffing News 
This week, our new staff member Miss Teague has joined us. I am sure you will all join 
with me in welcoming her into our school community. Welcome Miss Teague, we are 
delighted you have joined our school team and community. 

 



If you have any safeguarding concerns please contact one of the safeguarding team; 
Mrs Ashley, Miss Price, Mrs Pattinson, Mr Caffrey and Mrs West 

Health and Safety in the Playground 
Please remember that at all times we need to be vigilant of the welfare of all children and families on the school 
grounds. As such I would like to remind you of the following measures that we have in place: 
 

• Dogs are not permitted on the school grounds 

• Smoking/Vaping is not permitted on the school grounds or outside the gates 

• Bikes/scooters must not be used on the school premises 

• Electric scooters are not allowed on the school premises and should not be used on the footpaths around 
school when children are being dropped off or collected.  

 

The area outside the school gates is very congested, more so with the restrictions on social distancing that are in place 
at present.  I would also ask that you are mindful of blocking the pavement when waiting to collect your child. Parents 
are having to walk into the road to get around groups of parents on the footpath who are chatting. Thank you for your 
support with these important health and safety issues.  
 

Congratulations! 
Recently the children took part in a competition being run by the Academy Trust that we will become part of in 
September. All schools in the academy were invited to think of a new academy motto. I am delighted to tell you that 
Henon and Daniel in Y6 have had their mottos chosen to go forward to the final of the competition. Well done to both 
of you!! 
 

Medical Information - Hay fever 
We have noticed that some children are beginning to suffer during the day with the 
symptoms of hay fever. If your child does suffer from hay fever, please ensure that you give 
them their medication before they come to school. Please remember that we cannot 
administer medication, and so tablets or medicine should not be brought in to school. 
Thank you 
 

Sunny Days 
As we are now in the summer term and the weather is getting warmer, it is important that all children remember to 
bring in their water bottles each day. I would also recommend that you apply sun cream to your child’s skin before 
school. Please do not send in any creams or lotions, as they are not allowed in school for health and safety reasons.  
 

Also, please could you check that your child’s jumpers and cardigans are all clearly labelled with their names? In the 
warm weather, children often take off their jumpers, particularly in the playground, and forget where they have left 
them. It is much easier to reunite lost jumpers with their owners if they are labelled! Thank you. 
 

The Big Ask - national survey of children 
On Monday, the new Children’s Commissioner for England, Dame Rachel de Souza, on Monday launched The Big Ask– 
the largest ever consultation with children aged 4 to 17 in England. It aims to find out children’s concerns and 
aspirations about the future, so that we can put children at the heart of our country’s recovery from the coronavirus 
(COVID-19) outbreak. All schools are encouraged to support their pupils to complete this survey. 
 

Parents, care leavers and those working with children are also invited to complete the adult survey to share their views 
about the future for children and young people today, and what they think is holding young people back. 
 

The results from this survey will help the Children’s Commissioner identify the barriers preventing children from 
reaching their potential, put forward solutions and set ambitious goals for the country to achieve. Please do complete 
this survey so you have your say on our children’s future. 
 

Covid-19 Lateral Flow testing survey 
The University of Birmingham and Birmingham City Council have launched a research project to improve people’s 
experiences of Lateral Flow Testing for COVID-19 in Birmingham. Led by the Institute of Applied Health Research at 
the University of Birmingham the survey will target adults residing in the city who have had a lateral flow tests (LFT) 
taken at centres, schools, universities and workplaces. 

http://thebigask.uk/
https://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/thebigask/
https://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/thebigask/adults/
https://www.birmingham.ac.uk/research/applied-health/index.aspx


If you have any safeguarding concerns please contact one of the safeguarding team; 
Mrs Ashley, Miss Price, Mrs Pattinson, Mr Caffrey and Mrs West 

  

The purpose of the survey is to explore the reasons underpinning the variable uptake on LFT for COVID-19 in 
Birmingham by collating data such as the reasons why LFTs were taken, the uptake of the tests and general 
experiences. The research team will also investigate public understanding of LFT services and their behaviours 
following an LFT. The aim of this research is to understand factors that may influence the public’s use of LFT services 
and to generate findings that can inform the ongoing LFT programmes and the associated information provided to 
the public. 
 The survey will be advertised via the Birmingham City Council website, at LFT sites across the city and other relevant 
means such as via Birmingham's various community and faith-based organisations who have been leading efforts 
against COVID-19. 
  

We have been asked to share the survey link with staff, pupils and families and encourage them to take part. 
 

DfE information on Lateral Flow Tests 
Parents and other adults in households with children at school or college, who do not have symptoms, can now access 
regular, rapid coronavirus (COVID-19) testing. This includes childcare and support bubbles. 
Tests are fast, easy and completely free. There are different ways for a household, childcare or support bubble to 
collect their test to take at home, twice-weekly: 
 

• through your employer, if they offer testing to employees 

• by collecting a home test kit from a local test site – anyone aged 18 or over can collect 2 packs of 7 tests 

• by ordering a home test kit online – please do not order online if you can access testing through other routes, 
this frees up home delivery for those who need it most 

 

The two nearest test sites to our school that distribute Lateral Flow Test to parents are: 
 

Aston University Car Park 6 Coleshill Street 

Jennens Road Carpark 
Car park 6 - Aston University 
Birmingham City Centre 
B4 7ET 
Open from 1.30-7.00pm daily 

Saltley Wellbeing Centre Car Park 

Saltley Wellbeing Centre 
120 Broadway Ave 
Birmingham 
B9 5YD 
Open from 1.30-7.00pm daily 
 

If you have any queries about the tests please call 119 (free from mobiles and landlines). Lines are open every day 
from 7am to 11pm. Children of primary school age (and below) without symptoms are not being asked to take a test. 

 

House Champions  
Well done to St. John Paul II who were our House Point Champions this week. 
Keep working hard to achieve points for your house! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Congratulations to the following children who have shone in school over the last week 
 

 
Reception  Lydia   Always being kind and showing brilliant listening 
Year 1   Suren   Good Phonics work  
Year 2   Agape   An amazing setting description  
Year 3   Meron   Always being a great example to others in the classroom 
Year 4   Dylan  Fantastic effort in his English work and getting a pen license 
Year 5   Igor  Trying his best on all his assessments 

Year 6   Chra   Fantastic effort and progress in her work 
 
 

https://www.birmingham.gov.uk/info/50231/coronavirus_covid-19/2308/covid-19_lateral_flow_device_lfd_testing_information/3
https://www.birmingham.gov.uk/info/50231/coronavirus_covid-19/2308/covid-19_lateral_flow_device_lfd_testing_information/3
https://bham.onlinesurveys.ac.uk/ctib
https://bham.onlinesurveys.ac.uk/ctib
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/rapid-lateral-flow-testing-for-households-and-bubbles-of-school-pupils-and-staff



