
Archdiocese of Birmingham 

St. Joseph’s News  
Friday 14th May 2021 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dear Parents, Carers, Pupils, Staff and Parishioners, 
 
 
 

Prayer to Mary, Mother of God 

Father, source of light in every age, 
the virgin conceived and bore Your Son 
Who is called Wonderful God, Prince of Peace. 
May her prayer, the gift of a mother's love, 
be Your people's joy through all ages. 
May her response, born of a humble heart, 
draw Your Spirit to rest on Your people. 
Grant this through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

 

Dates for your Diary 
Monday 17th May  Confirmation Mass at St. Joseph’s Church  4.00pm 
Thursday 20th May  First Holy Communion meeting in St. Joseph’s Church 3.45pm 

Monday 24th May  INSET day – school closed to all pupils 
Saturday 12th June  First Holy Communion Mass at St. Joseph’s Church 4.00pm  
14th – 18th June   Scholastic/ Travelling Book fair in school 
Friday 18th June   Book Character Dressing Up Day  

 

School Term Dates until the end of the academic year 
 

Monday 24th May  INSET day – school closed to all pupils 
Friday 28th May    School closes for Half-term holiday  3.15pm 
Monday 7th June  School reopens      8.45am (Breakfast club at 7.45am) 
 

Wednesday 21st July  School closes for Summer   1.00pm 
 
 

Masses 
St Joseph’s Catholic Church has Mass on Saturday evenings at 6.00pm 
 

For people who are self-isolating or are vulnerable and unable to attend, the following churches facilitate the live 
streaming of Mass. St Chad’s Cathedral, Birmingham, Our Lady of Lourdes, Yardley Wood, Our Lady and St Brigid, 
Northfield, St Ambrose Barlow, Hall Green, Our Lady of the Wayside, Shirley and St Edwards, Selly Park are some 
local churches where Mass can be viewed at various times.  
 St Chad’s Cathedral – https://www.stchadscathedral.org.uk/ 
Our Lady of the Wayside Church - https://camstreamer.com/redirect/3514c7ab7ecb1a4/S-41479 

 

Sacrament of Confirmation 
On Monday 17th May, we will be welcoming Bishop David to our school, before the Confirmation 
Mass, to talk to the children and find out about all they have learned about the sacrament and 
then at 4pm on the same day the Confirmandi will make their Confirmation at St Joseph’s Church. 
Please do keep our Confirmandi in your prayers next week during this very special time. 
 
 
 

https://www.stchadscathedral.org.uk/
https://camstreamer.com/redirect/3514c7ab7ecb1a4/S-41479


If you have any safeguarding concerns please contact one of the safeguarding team; 
Mrs Ashley, Miss Price, Mrs Pattinson, Mr Caffrey and Mrs West 

Sacrament of First Holy Communion 
Year 3 and 4 children will be making their First Holy Communion on Saturday 12th June at 4.00pm, in St Joseph’s 
Catholic Church. On Thursday 20th May at 3.45pm there will be a parent’s meeting for the parents and the First Holy 
Communion children, so we have a chance to pray together and find out some more about this important sacrament. 
Please continue to keep our First Holy Communion children in your prayers while they prepare for this special 
sacrament. 
 

This week’s news 
This week, Reception have 
been looking after the 
chicks from Year 1. They 
have been really kind and 
gentle with them. Well 
done Reception! 

 

         
Every morning, weather permitting, Year 1 walk or run around the KS1 playground. 
It helps keep them fit and gets them ready for their mental maths lessons. 
 

 
 
Year 3 have been applying their measuring skills this week by becoming measuring detectives. 

 
                   
 

 

 

 
 

Issues and concerns 
Please can I remind parents that if you have any issues or concerns regarding staff, children or other parents, you 
speak to an SLT staff member (Mrs Ashley – Headteacher, Miss Price – Deputy Headteacher, Mr Caffrey – Assistant 
Headteacher) by either ringing the school office or speaking to them on the school gate. Parents should not approach 
other staff, children or parents with these issues or concerns on the school playground as this causes upset and 
distress. Thank you for your understanding with this 

 
INSET Day – SCHOOL CLOSED! 
Just a reminder that school is CLOSED on Monday 24th May to all pupils for a staff training day.  

 

Book Week / Book Character Dressing Up Day 
From 14th - 18th June it will be ‘Book Week’ in school. At the end of the week, we will 
celebrate with a ‘Book Character’ dressing up day, where children (and staff!) can come 
into school dressed as their favourite book character.  
 

Also during that week, we will be holding a Scholastic Book Fair in school, which the 
children will be able to visit during the school day. This is a chance for them to look at 
some of the latest children’s books and buy them if they wish to. This is also a chance for 
school to raise some much-needed funds, as we earn commission on all books sold. Unfortunately, parents will not be 
able to come into school this time for the book fair, but there will be leaflets available with details and prices for the 
books that will be available. Further details will follow closer to the time. 



If you have any safeguarding concerns please contact one of the safeguarding team; 
Mrs Ashley, Miss Price, Mrs Pattinson, Mr Caffrey and Mrs West 

Absence from School 
Now that restrictions are starting to ease, and all of the usual procedures regarding school attendance are back in 
place, I would just like to remind you of the policies regarding absence from school.  
 

• We are unable to authorise absence for any other reason than illness; this includes holidays in term time or 
travelling abroad for any reason. Please ensure that your child is in school, on time, every day, unless there is 
a valid medical reason why they cannot be. Children whose attendance falls under 95% will be monitored and 
may be asked to provide evidence of illness or medical appointments for any future absence to be authorised.  

 

• If your child is ill, you must contact school before 9.30am on the day of their absence, and each subsequent 
day after this. 

 

• In accordance with City Council guidance, pupils are entitled to one day’s authorised absence from school 
when a religious festival (for example Eid-ul-Fitr) falls on a school day. If it falls on a non-school day, pupils are 
not entitled to a day off in lieu. Only one day will be authorised and any subsequent absence will be recorded 
as an unauthorised absence.  

 

• Please ensure that your child arrives at school on time each day. Children arriving after 9.00am are marked as 
late and arrival after 9.15am results in a ‘U’ mark, which is actually an unauthorised absence and affects your 
child’s attendance. 

 

• If your child has twenty sessions (ten school days) of unauthorised absence (including arrivals after 9.15am) 
you will be registered on the ‘Spotlight’ scheme for poor attendance. This may result in you receiving a penalty 
notice from the City Council’s legal department. It can also result in prosecution and conviction.   

 
Thank you for your support with this important matter. It is very important that children attend school regularly to 
avoid falling behind in class, particularly after we have missed so much time recently due to COVID restrictions 
 

Your Child’s Attendance… Is equal to missing… Or missing… Or missing… Or missing … 

95% ¼ of a day of school 
every week 

1.5 hours of lessons a 
week 

2 weeks of a school 
year 

 

90% ½ of a day of school 
every week 

3 hours of lessons a 
week 

4 weeks of a school 
year 

A tenth of school 
time in a year 

85% ¾ of a day of school 
every week 

4.5 hours of lessons a 
week 

6 weeks of a school 
year 

15% of school time 
in a year 

80% 1 day of school every 
week 

6 hours of lessons a 
week 

8 weeks of a school 
year 

A fifth of school 
time in a year 

75% 1 ¼  days of school 
every week 

7.5 hours of lessons a 
week 

10 weeks of a school 
year 

A quarter of school 
time in a year 

70% 1 ½  days of school 
every week 

9 hours of lessons a 
week 

12 weeks of a school 
year 

Almost a third of 
school time in a 

year 

 
 

     ‘St. Joseph’s-on-Sea’  
Next Thursday 20th May, the school kitchen are having a ‘St. Joseph’s-on-Sea’ lunch day.  

There will be a seaside themed menu with a choice of  

• Sunny Fish supper (fish and chips) 

• Silly Sausage Supper (Sausage and Chips) 

• Mushy Peas or Curry Sauce 

• Ice Cream / Strawberry jelly 
 

If your child usually has a packed lunch and would like a dinner for this day, please book 
at the school office. The cost is £2.20 



If you have any safeguarding concerns please contact one of the safeguarding team; 
Mrs Ashley, Miss Price, Mrs Pattinson, Mr Caffrey and Mrs West 

Reporting a Positive or a Negative COVID-19 Test Result 
Please remember if you, your child or any member of your household has any symptoms of COVID-19, do 
not send your children into school until they have had a PCR test. If the result comes back negative then 
children can return to school if well enough, if the results come back positive, all household members should 
isolate for 10 days after symptoms start or after the date of the test, which ever was first.  

 

We have a designated email address for school. This email address is to be used if a child receives a positive or a 
negative test result for COVID. Please notify school, using the email address covid@stjosb7.bham.sch.uk as soon 
as possible, including evenings and weekends. This mailbox is monitored regularly, so we can respond quickly to any 
confirmed cases.  
 

If we do receive a notification of a positive test result, we may need to ask a class team/bubble to isolate. If this is 
the case we will send an email and/or text message to you letting you know that your child, in that particular class, 
needs to isolate for up to 10 days and should not leave the house until the date given in the email/text. If you child is 
isolating but has no symptoms, then remote (home) learning will be made available to them for the length of their 
isolation. 
 

DfE information on Lateral Flow Tests 
Undertaking regular, rapid coronavirus (COVID-19) testing helps reduce transmission of the virus. Anyone who does 
not have symptoms, can now access regular, rapid coronavirus (COVID-19) testing. 
Tests are fast, easy and completely free. There are different ways for a household, to collect their test to take at 
home, twice-weekly: 
 

• through your employer, if they offer testing to employees 

• by collecting a home test kit from a local test site – anyone aged 18 or over 
can collect 2 packs of 7 tests 

• by collecting a home testing kit from a local pharmacy – anyone aged 18 or 
over can collect 2 packs of 7 tests 

• by ordering a home test kit online 

• get tested at a rapid lateral flow test site 
 
For information on Rapid Lateral Flow test please visit 
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/testing/regular-rapid-coronavirus-tests-if-you-do-not-have-
symptoms/ 

 

House Champions  
We have a tie this week with three of our four house groups all achieving 
the same amount of housepoints! Well done to St. Teresa, St. Maximilian 
Kolbe, and St. John Henry Newman who were all our House Point 
Champions this week. Keep working hard to achieve points for your house! 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Congratulations to the following children who have shone in school over the last week 
 

Reception  Yeabsera  Super story sequencing 
Year 1   Liliana   Fantastic work in Maths and English  
Year 2   Lydia   Great effort with her work  
Year 3   Amara   Excellent effort and great concentration in her Maths work this week 
Year 4   Idris   Writing a lovely fact file about a person who inspires him 
Year 5   Kevin   Showing mature behaviour consistently this week 
Year 6   Lamari   Always having a mature approach to all his learning and very good behaviour  
 

mailto:covid@stjosb7.bham.sch.uk
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/testing/regular-rapid-coronavirus-tests-if-you-do-not-have-symptoms/
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