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Dear Parents, Carers, Pupils, Staff and Parishioners, 
 
 
 

Blessed Mother Prayer 

May the Blessed Mother come into your life today with a special blessing for you. 
May you always be grateful for the Blessed Mother. 
Without her we would not have Jesus. Our Saviour. 
Amen. 

 

Dates for your Diary 
Monday 24th May  INSET day – school closed to all pupils 
Saturday 12th June  First Holy Communion Mass at St. Joseph’s Church 4.00pm  
14th – 18th June   Scholastic/ Travelling Book fair in school 
Friday 18th June   Book Character Dressing Up Day  

 

School Term Dates until the end of the academic year 
Monday 24th May  INSET day – school closed to all pupils 
Friday 28th May   School closes for Half-term holiday  3.15pm 
Monday 7th June  School reopens      8.45am (Breakfast club at 7.45am) 
 

Wednesday 21st July  School closes for Summer   1.00pm 

 

INSET Day / Half term 
Just a reminder that school is CLOSED on Monday (24th May) to all 

pupils for a staff training day.  
 

We then break up for the May half term at 3.15pm on Friday of next week. 
The children return to school on Monday 7th June. 
 

Masses 
St Joseph’s Catholic Church has Mass on Saturday evenings at 6.00pm 
 

For people who are self-isolating or are vulnerable and unable to attend, the following churches facilitate the live 
streaming of Mass. St Chad’s Cathedral, Birmingham, Our Lady of Lourdes, Yardley Wood, Our Lady and St Brigid, 
Northfield, St Ambrose Barlow, Hall Green, Our Lady of the Wayside, Shirley and St Edwards, Selly Park are some 
local churches where Mass can be viewed at various times.  
 St Chad’s Cathedral – https://www.stchadscathedral.org.uk/ 
Our Lady of the Wayside Church - https://camstreamer.com/redirect/3514c7ab7ecb1a4/S-41479 

 

Sacrament of First Holy Communion 
Year 3 and 4 children will be making their First Holy Communion on Saturday 12th June at 4.00pm, in St Joseph’s 
Catholic Church. Please continue to keep our First Holy Communion children in your prayers while they prepare for 
this special sacrament. 

 

 

https://www.stchadscathedral.org.uk/
https://camstreamer.com/redirect/3514c7ab7ecb1a4/S-41479


If you have any safeguarding concerns please contact one of the safeguarding team; 
Mrs Ashley, Miss Price, Mrs Pattinson, Mr Caffrey and Mrs West 

Sacrament of Confirmation 
Congratulations to all our children, in years 5, 6 and 7 who received the Sacrament of Confirmation on Monday 
evening. It was a beautiful and respectful celebration overseen by Bishop David and Father Stephen. Beforehand, the 
children practiced in the church and had a visit from Bishop Stephen in which he talked about the Sacrament to them. 
Please continue to keep our Confirmandi in your prayers over the coming weeks. 

 
                 

 
                     
 
 

 

 
 

This week’s news 
This week, Year 1 have been planting their sunflower seeds. 
They planted them in the planters in the playground. The poppy 
seeds they sowed in the autumn have started growing. 
 

     

 
Reception, have been using numbers 
to 20 to find one more and one less. 
What fantastic mathematicians we 
have in Reception! 
 

                           
 

 
As part of the school’s 
‘Catch-up’ work, Year 5 
have been having extra 
online tutoring 
sessions on a 
Wednesday afternoon. 

 
Issues and concerns 
Please can I remind parents that if you have any issues or concerns regarding staff, children or other parents, you 
speak to an SLT staff member (Mrs Ashley – Headteacher, Miss Price – Deputy Headteacher, Mr Caffrey – Assistant 
Headteacher) by either ringing the school office or speaking to them on the school gate. Parents should not approach 
other staff, children or parents with these issues or concerns on the school playground as this causes upset and 
distress. Thank you for your understanding with this 

 

Online Application - Grammar School Entry September 2022 (current Y5 children) 
Applications are now open online for those children wishing to apply for Grammar School Entry in September 2022. In 
order to apply for a place at a Grammar School, your child must sit an exam. It is one test which covers all 8 Grammar 
Schools in Birmingham (For Boys: Bishop Vesey, King Edward VI Aston, King Edward VI Camp Hill, King Edward VI Five 
Ways and Handsworth Grammar. For Girls: King Edward VI Camp Hill, King Edward VI Five Ways, King Edward VI 
Handsworth and Sutton Coldfield Grammar). If you are interested in applying for your child to take the test, you must 
submit a completed form by 4pm on 30th June 2021. The test will take place on 11th September 2021. 

You can get more information and apply online at www.birminghamgrammarschools.org 

http://www.birminghamgrammarschools.org/


If you have any safeguarding concerns please contact one of the safeguarding team; 
Mrs Ashley, Miss Price, Mrs Pattinson, Mr Caffrey and Mrs West 

Book Week / Book Character Dressing Up Day 
From 14th - 18th June it will be ‘Book Week’ in school. At the end of the week, we will celebrate 
with a ‘Book Character’ dressing up day, where children (and staff!) can come into school 
dressed as their favourite book character.  
 

Also during that week, we will be holding a Scholastic Book Fair in school, which the children will be able to visit during 
the school day. This is a chance for them to look at some of the latest children’s books and buy them if they wish to. 
This is also a chance for school to raise some much-needed funds, as we earn commission on all books sold. 
Unfortunately, parents will not be able to come into school this time for the book fair, but there will be leaflets 
available with details and prices for the books that will be available. Further details will follow closer to the time. 

 

The Big Ask 
The Children’s Commissioner’s survey of childhood, The Big Ask, is the largest ever survey of children in England. 
Already more than 400,000 children and young people have had their say about what matters to them for their future. 
Please do encourage your child/ren to take part in this survey, so their voice is heard. The deadline for completing the 
survey is Friday 28th May. 
 

Visitors Code of Conduct Policy 
An updated Visitors Code of Conduct Policy has been agreed by the governors this week, this has been sent out with 
the newsletter today, so the whole school community is aware of what visitors can expect of staff and the expectations 
the school has of visitors to the site. Please do have a read of this policy. 
 

Online APPs and safeguarding our children 
During the last year, many of our children have been spending more time online, playing games and watching you 
tube. This has meant, that at times during lessons, it has come to light that some of our children have been playing 
games that aged rated older than their age and are inappropriate for them to be playing. If you are unsure about the 
age rating for certain APPs and games and want to check if they are appropriate for your child/ren to be on the website 
Net Aware is good for checking them. The link is here: https://www.net-aware.org.uk/networks/?page=7  
 

Birmingham Trees4Life Competition 
Before Easter, our Key stage 1 children took part in a poetry competition about Trees. This week, 
we were informed that Tian, aged 6, in Year 2, won third place in the competition. The competition 
was judged by poet laureate Richard O’Brien. Well done Tian, we are really proud of you! 
 

MAC Motto Competition 
Also, before Easter, the children were invited to take part in writing a new MAC motto for St Teresa of Calcutta MAC, 
the MAC which the school is set to join later this year. All the children who wrote a MAC motto received some 
chocolate as a prize for taking part, we had over 120 entries across the school. Well done to all who took part. 
From all the entries, 2 mottos from each school in the MAC, were chosen to go through to the next 
round in the competition. The two children from our school who’s mottos were chosen were Henon 
and Daniel, who are both in Year 6. They both will receive a special prize from the MAC for getting 
through to the next round. Recently, the Head Teachers from the 6 schools, who are in the MAC or 
are joining the MAC, met virtually and voted for 6 of the 12 entries to go through to the MAC board 
to choose the overall winner from. I am delighted to say one of our children’s mottos was chosen 
to be in the last 6 and that was Daniel’s one. Well done to both Daniel and Henon, we are all really 
proud of you! 
  

Clean Air Zone 
The Birmingham City Counil Clean Air Zone comes into force on 1st June. This means that certain cars will have to pay 
a toll (£8 per day) to drive within certain areas of the city. To check if your car qualifies for the charge, please visit 
https://www.gov.uk/clean-air-zones 
 

https://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/thebigask/
https://www.net-aware.org.uk/networks/?page=7
https://www.gov.uk/clean-air-zones


If you have any safeguarding concerns please contact one of the safeguarding team; 
Mrs Ashley, Miss Price, Mrs Pattinson, Mr Caffrey and Mrs West 

Reporting a Positive or a Negative COVID-19 Test Result 
Please remember if you, your child or any member of your household has any symptoms of COVID-19, do not send 
your children into school until they have had a PCR test. If the result comes back negative then children can return 
to school if well enough, if the results come back positive, all household members should isolate for 10 days after 
symptoms start or after the date of the test, which ever was first.  
 

Please notify school of COVID results, using the email address covid@stjosb7.bham.sch.uk as soon as possible, 
including evenings and weekends. This mailbox is monitored regularly, so we can respond quickly to any confirmed 
cases.  
 

If we do receive a notification of a positive test result, we may need to ask a class team/bubble to isolate. If this is 
the case we will send an email and/or text message to you letting you know that your child, in that particular class, 
needs to isolate for up to 10 days and should not leave the house until the date given in the email/text. If you child is 
isolating but has no symptoms, then remote (home) learning will be made available to them for the length of their 
isolation. 
 

 

The importance of testing and reporting in schools and colleges 
The DfE sent out this message to schools this week: 
Testing continues to play a crucial role, in and out of classrooms, in our fight against COVID-19. 
Staff should continue to test themselves and report results whilst encouraging secondary school and college students 
to do likewise. 
 

Reporting test results can be done simply and quickly, from mobiles, online or by phone, and should be completed 
straightaway. Reporting not only supports contact tracing in the event of a positive case but also assists our 
understanding of community rates of infection. 
 

To help in communicating the importance of testing and reporting, we have produced a blog on why reporting your 
test result is as important as taking a test, featuring further guidance and common questions. This also includes details 
on financial support available to parents whose children are asked to self-isolate after contact with a positive case. 
Please share this in your newsletters and communications with pupils and parents. 

 
 

House Champions  
Well done to St. Teresa who were our House Point Champions this week. Keep working hard to 
achieve points for your house! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Congratulations to the following children who have shone in school over the last week 
 

 
Reception  Leonardo  Brilliant effort in reading  
Year 1   Saef   Excellent division work in Maths   
Year 2   Tian   Fabulous Poetry  
Year 3   Zianne   Being super brave and trying her best in her swimming lesson this week 
Year 4   Eric   Excellent knowledge about the Romans in theme lessons  
Year 5   Lakiesha  Showing a great effort all week in every lesson 
Year 6   Soliana   Always being kind and polite to everyone she talks to 

mailto:covid@stjosb7.bham.sch.uk

