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Dear Parents, Carers, Pupils, Staff and Parishioners, 
 
 
 

Harvest Prayer by the children in Reception 

Dear God, 
Thank you for all the food. 
Thank you for sending the rain to help the foods grow. 
Thank you for the farmers who collect the foods for us to eat. 
Thank you for the people who sell the foods in the shops for us to buy. 
Thank you for our school cooks who make our yummy meals for our lunch. 
Thank you for our family who look after us and make us lovely things to eat.  
We think about all the people in our world who sometimes do not have as much food as us.  
We pray to you to help them not feel hungry anymore. 
Amen. 
 

Dates for your Diary 
Friday 22nd  October   School closes for half term  3.15pm 
 
 

Monday 1st  November  School reopens   8.45am 

Friday 5th November  INSET day – school closed 
 

Monday 8th November  INSET day – school closed 
 

Masses 
St Joseph’s Catholic Church has Mass on Saturday evenings at 6.00pm. Please do try and attend Mass. 
 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION – COVID 19 
We are still experiencing confirmed cases of Coronavirus in school. If your child is likely to be affected by this, you will 
have been contacted by letter informing you of the procedures that they need to follow. Please be vigilant for ANY 
symptoms of coronavirus in your child, and if they show any symptoms (cough, high temperature or a loss or change 
of taste or smell) please arrange for them to have a PCR test as soon as possible. A lateral flow test result is NOT 
SUITABLE for those who are displaying symptoms - you must have a full PCR test.  

 

Half Term Holiday / Teacher Training Days 
A reminder that we break up TODAY for one week’s holiday! We return to 
school on Monday 1st November at 8.50am. Please remember that we have 
TWO teacher training days coming up - one on the Friday of the first week back 
(5th) and then the following Monday 8th  

 

This week’s news 
This week, Year 1 has been really busy, on Tuesday 
Nurse Ruth visited them to show them how to 
brush their teeth correctly. On Wednesday, they 
visited the POD and read new books and listened to 
Adele read a story about Aliens. Then on Thursday, 
they made sandwiches using wholemeal bread and 
a filling of either chicken, cheese or jam. 



This half-terms virtues are: Eloquent & Truthful 
 

If you have any safeguarding concerns please contact one of the safeguarding team; 
Mrs Ashley, Mrs Pattinson, Mr Caffrey and Mrs West 

 
     

Year 3 have been enjoying taking part in 
badminton in their PE lessons this week. 
 

       
 

For Super Science Day, Year 4 
focused on Day 2 of the Creation 
story. Then God said, “Let there 
be a firmament in the midst of 
the waters to divide the waters.” 
They have also been learning 
their multiplication and division 
facts through board games. 

 
Year 5 have been learning how to 
code, this week. They have become 
so confident they have been 
teaching each other the new skills 
they have learned. 
 

       

School Term Dates 2021-2022: 
Autumn Term 2021 Spring Term 2022 Summer Term 2022 

Thursday 02nd September 2021 
To 

Friday 22nd October 2021 

Tuesday 04th January 2022 
To 

Friday 18th February 2022 

Monday 25th April 2022 
To 

Friday 20th May 2022 

HALF TERM HALF TERM HALF TERM 

Monday 01st November 2021 
To 

Friday 17th December 2021 

Monday 28th February 2022 
To 

Thursday 14th April 2022 

Monday 06th June 2022 
To 

Thursday 21st July 2022 

72 Days 68 Days 54 Days 

Inset Days      Bank Holidays 
Friday 5th November     Monday 2nd May 2022 
Monday 8th November    Friday 22nd July 2022 (Extra bank holiday given for the 
TBC       Queen’s Jubilee) 
+ 2 MAC teacher days 
 

Half Term Holiday / Teacher Training Days 
A reminder that we break up TODAY for one week’s holiday! We return to school on Monday 1st 
November at 8.50am. Please remember that we have TWO teacher training days coming up - 
one on the Friday of the first week back (5th) and then the following Monday 8th  

 

Staffing news 
From after half term, Mrs Shipman will be starting a phased retirement. She will be reducing her teaching commitment, 
so will be teaching 3 days a week (Monday to Wednesday). We will be welcoming a new member of staff from Tuesday 
2nd November, Mrs Town. She will be working 4 days a week and 2 of those will be in Year 1 on a Thursday and Friday. 
We really look forward to welcoming her next half term. 

 



This half-terms virtues are: Eloquent & Truthful 
 

If you have any safeguarding concerns please contact one of the safeguarding team; 
Mrs Ashley, Mrs Pattinson, Mr Caffrey and Mrs West 

Half Term Playscheme  
Unfortunately, we have had to cancel the planned half-term playscheme due to lack of interest. We will hopefully be 
able to run another in the February half-term. 

 

Harvest Festival 
Thank you for your amazing generosity with donations to our harvest 
collection today; we collected a huge amount of food and toiletries! All 
items collected will be going to the Aston and Nechells Foodbank.  

 

FAO Y6 children - Y6 applications for Secondary Schools September 2022  
It has come to our attention that a number of Y6 children have still not applied for their secondary school 
place. The deadline for applications is 31st October (just one week on Sunday!) and you must apply before 
this date. If you do not apply or your application is received after this date, it is highly likely that your child 
will not get the school of their choice, and can then be allocated a place anywhere in the city.  
All applications must be completed online at www.birmingham.gov.uk/schooladmissions 

 

Remembrance Day – Poppies & Snap Bands 
Poppies are now on sale in school from next week. They will be available to the children during 
the day, priced at 20p per poppy. We have been able to get quite a large number of the ever-
popular snap bands this year too! They are priced at £1.50 each, and there are also other items 
available priced between 50p and £1 each. Please send your child with the correct money as 
change cannot be given. Thank you! 

 

Starting School - Reception 2022 
If you have a child that was born between 01-09-2017 and 31-08-2018, online application is 
now open on the Birmingham City Council website for Reception school places for 
September 2022. Please note that paper applications are no longer available and 
applications must be submitted via the website. Preferences for school places must be 
submitted to the city council by 15th January 2022. Please ensure that you have applied for 
places by then, as late applications are less likely to get the school of their choice  
 

Relationships, Sex and Health Education (RSHE)  
Last Friday a questionnaire, on Google forms, was sent out to all parents asking for your views on the programme we 
are intending to use to teach our RSHE curriculum and your thoughts on some of the key decisions that need to be 
made. If you have not already done so, please do fill this in, as it is your chance to give your opinion on when certain 
topics should be taught to your children and how we teach it. The closing date for filling this questionnaire in is Friday 
29th October (which is during half term). Thank you to the 20 families who have responded already and thank you to 
those families who are intending to respond in the next week in for taking the time to do this. 
 

Today, on your email newsletter, we have also sent out a parent leaflet, which gives an overview of what will be 
taught in each key stage from EYFS to KS2 over the coming year. It also gives the details of how to access the parent 
portal, which will enable you to view some of the content we will be using to teach the children.  
 

Can I assure parents that the school has made the decision to not teach how babies are made or about pornography 
on the internet. These units are able to be taught in the programme, but the governors have decided that these are 
areas of the programme parents may want to teach about themselves or leave until their children are in secondary 
school. If you do want to teach about these 2 areas, you will be able to do this using the parent portal videos at home.  
Please do have a read through the leaflet and have a look through the programme materials as this will give you more 
of an understanding of the Life to the Full programme that we are intending to use in school. Also, it will enable parents 
to have a more rounded response to our questionnaire. 

 

http://www.birmingham.gov.uk/schooladmissions


This half-terms virtues are: Eloquent & Truthful 
 

If you have any safeguarding concerns please contact one of the safeguarding team; 
Mrs Ashley, Mrs Pattinson, Mr Caffrey and Mrs West 

The Sacrament of Reconciliation and First Holy Communion – for Year 3 children 
On Wednesday 17th November at 3.30pm we have organised a parents’ meeting for the Catholic children in our Year 
3 class with Father Stephen, so we can start the preparation for these special sacraments. This meeting will take place 
in the Little Flower Room in school.  
 

On Saturday 20th November at 6pm the children and their parents are asked to attend a First Holy Communion 
Commitment Mass at St Joseph’s Church, so we can officially start the preparation process. Further meetings will be 
held throughout the year for parents, so parents can help prepare their children at home to receive these sacraments. 
 

Currently, we have provisionally arranged for: 

• First Confessions (Reconciliation) to take place at 5.30pm on Saturday 12th February at St Joseph’s Church 
followed by Mass. 

• The Mass for First Holy Communion to take place at 4.00pm on Saturday 18th June at St Joseph’s Church. 
 

Please do put all these dates in your diaries. 

 

Parents Evening 
Thank you to the parents who filled in our Parental Questionnaire, we received 105 responses, which is a fantastic 
response. We have now collated the results and over the next few newsletters we will publish the results and what 
impact this will have on the school going forward, if parents want things to change. 
 

The results from the first few questions are below: 
1. My child enjoys school. 
55% strongly agreed, 42% agreed and 3% neither agreed nor disagreed 
So overall, 97% of the responses were positive regarding whether their child enjoys school. 
 

2. My child feels safe at school. 
60% strongly agreed, 38% agreed and 2% neither agreed nor disagreed 
So overall, 98% of the responses were positive regarding how safe their child feels in school. 
 

3. The school understands my child’s needs and responds to them. 
40% strongly agreed, 50% agreed and 8% neither agreed nor disagreed and 2% disagreed 
So overall, 90% of the responses were positive regarding whether the school understands the needs of the children. 
2% of parents disagreed to this. Can I ask those parents who disagreed to contact school and then we can address 
any needs that they feel we are not responding to. 
 

4. Behaviour is of a good standard at school. 
57% strongly agreed, 41% agreed and 2% neither agreed nor disagreed 
So overall, 98% of the responses were positive regarding the standard of behaviour in the school. 
 

House Champions  
Well done to St. John Henry Newman who were our House Point Champions this week. Keep working 
hard to achieve points for your house! 
 

 
 
 
Congratulations to the following children who have shone in school over the last week 
 

Reception  Ashleigh-Grace   Super maths work  
Year 1   Jimmy    Answering questions during class discussions  
Year 2   Buruk    Superb Subtraction  
Year 3   Natan    A big improvement in his handwriting skills - well done!  
Year 4   Neveah   Showing perseverance when using inverse in maths  
Year 5   Inniyah    Trying super hard in every lesson!    
Year 6   Oscar    Settling into Year 6 very well 


