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Dear Parents, Carers, Pupils, Staff and Parishioners, 
 
 

This Sunday is the Third Sunday of Advent, and we light the pink candle on our Advent Wreaths. The pink candle is a 
symbol of joy, hope and expectation. At the time of Jesus’ birth, people were waiting for his 
coming. They had been told that a Messiah would come, and they were hoping and waiting 
for the time to come.  The third Sunday of advent is also traditionally known as ‘Gaudete 
Sunday’. The word ‘Gaudete’ is Latin and means ‘rejoice!’ The theme this week is therefore 
one of rejoicing that Christmas is very near.  
 
As the feast of Christmas draws closer, we are reminded that Jesus is with us even now, and the Church emphasises 
the anticipation and joy which should be in our hearts as we come closer to celebrating the birth of Jesus and 
remembering the true spirit of Christmas. John the Baptist tells people that the one that they have been expecting, 
the light of the world, is amongst them and that their waiting is almost over. John prepares the way for Jesus 
through his preaching and baptising. This message also tells us that we should rejoice and have joy in our hearts, as 
the waiting of advent is almost over.  
 

Prayer 
Dear Lord, 
Thank you for giving your honour and praise. Please help me strengthen my prayer life. Please make my heart bow 
to you. Help me to pray more. Nudge me to pray when I’m doing mindless tasks. Help me to truly know who I am in 
Christ, to understand that You always hear me, to know Your Word so I can pray it, to write down my own prayer 
needs and the needs of others, and to know that You really do know me. Make me be more like Jesus and make me 
do all the things Jesus went through.  
In the name of the Father,  
and of the Son,  
and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen 
by Abigel in Year 3 

 

Christmas Dates for your Diary 
Friday 17th December   School closes for Christmas    1.00pm 
Tuesday 4th January   School reopens for the new year  8.45am 
 

Masses 
St Joseph’s Catholic Church has Mass on Saturday evenings at 6.00pm. Please do try to attend Mass. 
 

Father Stephen 
Father Stephen will be retiring from being the parish priest of St Joseph’s Church on the 6th January. We would like to 
thank him for all that he has done during his time in our Parish, especially faithfully saying Mass for us every week in 
school. Father Stephen has also served as a Governor of our school while he has been with us. We would like to wish 
him all the best in his retirement and we will miss seeing him in school. We will have a special Mass in school during 
his last week here to say thank you to him. 

 

PLEASE NOTE THAT THERE WILL BE NO AFTER-SCHOOL MULTISKILLS ON 
MONDAY. THIS WILL RESUME ON MONDAY 10TH JANUARY 



This half-terms virtues are: Learned & Wise 
 

If you have any safeguarding concerns please contact one of the safeguarding team; 
Mrs Ashley, Mrs Pattinson, Mr Caffrey and Mrs West 

 

 

Reminder - Last Day of Term – 1pm finish 

Next FRIDAY 17th we break up for our Christmas holidays at 1.00pm. It is very 

important that someone is here to collect your child promptly, as staff will be 
leaving the site at this time also.  Thank you for your support with this. 
 

This week’s news 
In Reception this week, they have been singing Twinkle Twinkle Little Star in 
preparation for the virtual nativity. They sang beautifully – what superstars!! 

 
 

 
Our KS2 Girls Football Team received their trophy from the King Edwards School Sports 
Partnership and were crowned champions on Tuesday. Well done girls, we are all really 
proud of you!! 
 

 
Year 1 have been preparing for Jesus coming at 
Christmas by lighting the Advent candles and opening 
the Advent Calendar, counting down the days. On 
Wednesday they made Christmas decoration to make 
their homes merry and bright. 
 

      

Staff leaving at the end of term 
 

Mrs Shipman 
The staff and I would like to wish Mrs Shipman the very best for the future because at the end of this term she will be 
retiring. I am sure you will, like me, be very sorry to see her leave after all the fantastic work she has 
done and the dedication and commitment she has shown to the children here at St Joseph’s over the 
years. We will miss you Mrs Shipman, but we wish you every happiness in your future retirement! 
 

Mr Tooth 
The staff and I would also like to wish Mr Tooth the very best for the future as he will also be leaving 
us at the end of this term. I am sure you, like me, will want to thank Mr Tooth for his hard work and 
dedication to the school over the years he has worked here. We will miss you Mr Tooth, but wish you 
every success in your future endeavours.  

 

Staffing for after Christmas 
Year 1 
From January, Mrs Town, who has been working with Year 1 on a Thursday and Friday this half term, will be taking 
over as the full time class teacher. I know she is really looking forward to working full time with the children and the 
parents during the rest of this academic year. 
 

Year 2 
From January, we will be having Mr Ahmed and Mrs Badhan working with our Year 2 children. I know both of them 
are really looking forward to working with the children and the parents during the rest of the academic year. 



This half-terms virtues are: Learned & Wise 
 

If you have any safeguarding concerns please contact one of the safeguarding team; 
Mrs Ashley, Mrs Pattinson, Mr Caffrey and Mrs West 

 

 

Christmas Production 
Our Christmas Production has been filmed and edited and will be posted on our YouTube channel on 
Wednesday for you to enjoy at home. We will send out the link via email, so please keep an eye out 
for this.  

 

Christmas Cards / Birthdays 
Unfortunately due to the current restrictions in place we are unable to allow children to give out Christmas cards in 
school this year. Likewise, we are unable to allow children to distribute sweets, cakes or party bags on their birthdays. 
I understand this may be disappointing, however the restrictions are in place to try to keep school as ‘Covid safe’ as 
possible. We will let you know once you are able to resume bringing in birthday treats.  
 

Christmas Dinner 
Thank you to our wonderful cooks for a delicious Christmas dinner that the whole school 
enjoyed on Wednesday. We are very fortunate to have all of our meals cooked freshly on site 
each day; so many schools now are not so lucky. Kelly, Pat and Paula work hard all year round 
to provide lovely, nutritious meals for our children and we are very grateful to them! 
 

Congratulations 
A number of our children recently took part in a Poetry competition organised by Highclare School in Erdington to 
celebrate the forthcoming jubilee of Queen Elizabeth. One of our children, Sara in Y6, was ‘highly commended’ in the 
competition the following children have also been awarded certificates; Abigel, Yu Yan, Natanem and Pone-Pone (Y4) 
and Xin-Yan & Rohi (Y6). We will give out the certificates at next week’s Gifts from God assembly, but there is a ‘virtual 
presentation’ available for the children to watch at home if they would like to. You can find this at 
https://www.highclareschool.co.uk/junior-creative-writing-competition-2021/ 
Congratulations to all of the children for their wonderful efforts.  
 

Wearing masks in the school building 
On Sunday, the DfE issued guidance that adults working in schools and visitors to school should be wearing masks in 
communal areas around the school. Please can I ask that if you come into the school building, up until the Christmas 
holidays, that you wear a mask. This is to ensure the safety of both staff and visitors – thank you for your 
understanding with this. 
 

Staying Safe Online:  
We know that children will be online more as we all stay in our homes more during the winter months. It is really 
important that we ensure our children are safe online too. Here are some resources which are particularly helpful.  
Please check out the parental control section which gives advice to help parents about how to put parental controls 
on any devices their children are using at home.  
  

NSPCC’s Net Aware provides simple guides for parents to the most popular social networks, app and games.  
https://www.net-aware.org.uk/  
  

Support for parents and carers to keep children safe online  
 Internet matters 
–  https://www.internetmatters.org/?gclid=EAIaIQobChMIktuA5LWK2wIVRYXVCh2afg2aEAAYASAAEgIJ5vD_BwE  
Net-aware – support for parents and carers from the NSPCC - https://www.net-aware.org.uk/  
Parent info - https://parentinfo.org/  
Thinkuknow – for advice from the National Crime Agency to stay safe online - https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/  
UK Safer Internet Centre - https://www.saferinternet.org.uk/advice-centre/parents-and-carers  

https://www.highclareschool.co.uk/junior-creative-writing-competition-2021/
https://www.net-aware.org.uk/
https://www.internetmatters.org/?gclid=EAIaIQobChMIktuA5LWK2wIVRYXVCh2afg2aEAAYASAAEgIJ5vD_BwE
https://www.net-aware.org.uk/
https://parentinfo.org/
https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/
https://www.saferinternet.org.uk/advice-centre/parents-and-carers


This half-terms virtues are: Learned & Wise 
 

If you have any safeguarding concerns please contact one of the safeguarding team; 
Mrs Ashley, Mrs Pattinson, Mr Caffrey and Mrs West 

 

15 
sleeps until 
Christmas! 

Childline – support for children 
- https://www.childline.org.uk/?utm_source=google&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=UK_GO_S_B_BND_Grant_
Childline_Information&utm_term=role_of_childline&gclsrc=aw.ds&&gclid=EAIaIQobChMIlfLRh-
ez6AIVRrDtCh1N9QR2EAAYASAAEgLc-vD_BwE&gclsrc=aw.ds  
UK Safer Internet Centre – reporting harmful content - https://reportharmfulcontent.com/  
CEOP – advice on making a report about online abuse - https://www.ceop.police.uk/safety-centre/ 
 
 

Free Webinar for Parents 
The Eedi Team are hosting a free webinar for parents: Top Tips On Motivation and Goal Setting with your Child on 
the 15th December at 7.30pm. The session will discuss topics such as whether we should use rewards and sanctions, 
habit stacking and the dreaded question “When will I ever need this in real life…” You can join at 

https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_L6uBw4QkQ7uUsWAGC2X0Ew 
 

Snow! 
In the event of any heavy snow over the coming weeks or extreme weather which causes significant 
disruption, any school closures will be listed on local radio stations, as follows: Free Radio 96.4, Heart FM 
100.7 and Radio WM 95.6. If you do not hear our school name or any mention of ‘blanket closures’, then 
school is open!! We will also send a text message out so please ensure that you keep us up-to-date with 
any changes of contact numbers. Thank you! 

 

House Champions  
Well done to St John Henry Newman who were our House point Champions this week.  
 

 
 
 
Congratulations to the following children who have shone in school over the last week for the following reasons; 
 

Reception  Eyole   Trying really hard when learning your letter sounds 
Year 1   Danny   Super effort when calculating missing numbers with cubes  
Year 2   Eliab   Planning a great character and story in English 
Year 3   Mekseb  His sensible attitude and always being ready and eager to learn  
Year 4   Dylan   Displaying a mature and sensible attitude, when working in pairs   
Year 5   Ayana    Always being super helpful 
Year 6   Kaleab   Having an excellent attitude to work 
 
 

https://www.childline.org.uk/?utm_source=google&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=UK_GO_S_B_BND_Grant_Childline_Information&utm_term=role_of_childline&gclsrc=aw.ds&&gclid=EAIaIQobChMIlfLRh-ez6AIVRrDtCh1N9QR2EAAYASAAEgLc-vD_BwE&gclsrc=aw.ds
https://www.childline.org.uk/?utm_source=google&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=UK_GO_S_B_BND_Grant_Childline_Information&utm_term=role_of_childline&gclsrc=aw.ds&&gclid=EAIaIQobChMIlfLRh-ez6AIVRrDtCh1N9QR2EAAYASAAEgLc-vD_BwE&gclsrc=aw.ds
https://www.childline.org.uk/?utm_source=google&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=UK_GO_S_B_BND_Grant_Childline_Information&utm_term=role_of_childline&gclsrc=aw.ds&&gclid=EAIaIQobChMIlfLRh-ez6AIVRrDtCh1N9QR2EAAYASAAEgLc-vD_BwE&gclsrc=aw.ds
https://reportharmfulcontent.com/
https://www.ceop.police.uk/safety-centre/
https://education.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=87a4faa015f2aa152cf0dbb89&id=386f1e7c25&e=400dbd61cb

