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Dear Parents, Carers, Pupils, Staff and Parishioners, 
 
 

Christmas Prayer 

Lord, in this holy season of prayer and song and laughter,  
we praise you for the great wonders you have sent us:  
for shining star and angel's song, for infant's cry in lowly manger.  
We praise you for the Word made flesh in a little Child.  
We behold his glory, and are bathed in its radiance. 
 

Be with us as we sing the ironies of Christmas,  
the incomprehensible comprehended,  
the poetry made hard fact,  
the helpless Babe who cracks the world asunder.  
We kneel before you shepherds, innkeepers, wisemen.  
Help us to rise bigger than we are.  
Amen. 

 

Christmas Masses 
St Joseph’s Catholic Church Christmas Mass is on Christmas Eve at 6.00pm 
Sacred Heart’s Catholic Church Christmas Masses are on Christmas Eve at 8.00pm and 
Christmas Day at 10.00am 
The Christmas Midnight Mass is being broadcast on BBC1 from St Chad’s Cathedral  
starting at 11.45pm 
 

Please do try and attend Mass over this Christmas period 
 

Father Stephen 
Father Stephen will be retiring from being the parish priest of St Joseph’s Church on the 6th January. We would like to 
thank him for all that he has done during his time in our Parish, especially faithfully saying Mass for us every week in 
school. Father Stephen has also served as a Governor of our school while he has been with us. We would like to wish 
him all the best in his retirement and we will miss seeing him in school. We will have a special Mass in school during 
his last week here to say thank you to him. 
 

Christmas Wishes 
This term has been another particularly challenging term, with the daily challenges brought about by covid. So it is 
important for us to recognise the important role we all have played in ensuring our school has stayed open and as safe 
as possible. 
 

I want to thank all the staff for their determination to continue to give the children in their care the best possible 
education that can be provided and supporting each other through another challenging term. I want to thank you the 
parents, for ensuring your children are in school, while being understanding if we have needed to send them home 
due to illness. I also want to thank our children, who continue to work hard and try their best on a daily basis. They 
always make us smile and it is a pleasure to spend time with them daily. 
Finally, the staff and I wish you all a very happy Christmas and New Year. Stay safe and God bless. 

 

Return to School 
We return to school on Tuesday 4th January at 8.45am 



This half-terms virtues are: Learned & Wise 
 

If you have any safeguarding concerns please contact one of the safeguarding team; 
Mrs Ashley, Mrs Pattinson, Mr Caffrey and Mrs West 

 

This week’s news 
At St Joseph’s, we believe that keeping 
fit and being active is important to 
improve our physical and mental health. 
This week Year 4 have been trying their 
best to complete their daily mile 
run/walk.  Well done Year 4 – keep it 
up!! 

 
Reception have been helping the Jolly Postman this week. They 
helped him by sorting the post and delivering them to the correct 
doors. Well done Reception for being so helpful and such 
wonderful mathematicians! 
 

     
 
Year 3 enjoyed a drama activity this week, about the 
visitation from the Angel Gabriel to Mary. 

       

Staff leaving at the end of term 
 

Mrs Shipman 
 On Wednesday we said goodbye to Mrs Shipman, we were very sorry to see her go, but wish her 
all the best in her future retirement 
 

Mr Tooth 
Today we say goodbye to Mr Tooth, we are very sorry to see him leaving too, but wish him all the 
best in his future endeavours. 

 

Staffing for after Christmas 
From January, Mrs Town, who has been working with Year 1 on a Thursday and Friday this half term, will be taking 
over as the full time class teacher. Mr Ahmed and Mrs Badhan will be working with our Year 2 children. I know they 
are all really looking forward to working with the children and the parents during the rest of the academic year. 
 

School Term Dates 2021-2022: 
 

Autumn Term 2021 Spring Term 2022 Summer Term 2022 

Thursday 02nd September 2021 
To 

Friday 22nd October 2021 

Tuesday 04th January 2022 
To 

Friday 18th February 2022 

Monday 25th April 2022 
To 

Friday 20th May 2022 

HALF TERM HALF TERM HALF TERM 

Monday 01st November 2021 
To 

Friday 17th December 2021 

Monday 28th February 2022 
To 

Thursday 14th April 2022 

Monday 06th June 2022 
To 

Thursday 21st July 2022 

72 DAYS 68 Days 54 Days 
 

Inset Days      Bank Holidays 
TBC        Monday 02nd May 2022 
+ 2 MAC teacher days     Friday 22nd July 2022 (Extra bank holiday given for the 
       Queen’s Jubilee) 
  

 



This half-terms virtues are: Learned & Wise 
 

If you have any safeguarding concerns please contact one of the safeguarding team; 
Mrs Ashley, Mrs Pattinson, Mr Caffrey and Mrs West 

 

Covid Outbreak Management Plan and Remote Learning Plan 
As we don’t know what will happen over the coming Christmas holidays with the spread of the new Covid variant, 
schools have been advised to review and update their contingency plans. So today we are also sending out the Covid 
Outbreak Management Plan, so you are aware of what regulations we might need to put in place if instructed to by 
the Government or Birmingham Local Authority. Along with this we will also sending out the Remote Learning Plan, 
this is to make you aware of the plans we have in place for each class, in the case of your child being off for Covid 
reasons or because the school is in a partial or full lockdown. There will also be a more detailed document available 
on our school website. We are hoping that come the 4th January these plans are not needed and we can continue to 
run the school as we have this term. 
 

Relationships, Health and Sex Education (RHSE) Curriculum 
Back in October we held our Parents’ Consultation Meeting regarding what will be taught and how in our RHSE 
programme. We then gave parents the opportunity to view the materials we will be using and respond using the online 
questionnaire sent out regarding certain key questions. Since then we have reported on the results of that consultation 
and at that point parents were informed we would talk to governors about the final decisions to be made on those 
Key Questions. This has now been done. So below are the results, to these key questions, from the questionnaire and 
the final decision the governors have made from this. 
 
1. I approve of my child learning the names of external genitalia in KS1. 
9.1% strongly agreed, 54.5% agreed, 18.2% neither agreed nor disagreed, 13.6% disagreed (3 parents) and 4.5% (1 
parent) strongly disagreed. So overall, 63.6% of the responses were positive regarding children being taught the proper 
names for their external genitalia in KS1. 18.1% of parents (4 parents) disagreed or strongly disagreed to this.  
 

Based on the majority of the parents being positive about this being taught from Year 1 and the fact that this is 
something that is important in the safeguarding of our children, the Governors have decided we will teach the names 
of external genitalia to our children from Year 1. 
 
2. I think Year 4 is a good time to start learning about physical changes during puberty. 
18.2% strongly agreed, 45.5% agreed, 22.7% neither agreed nor disagreed and 13.6% disagreed (3 parents). So overall, 
63.7% of the responses were positive regarding children being about physical changes during puberty in Year 4. 13.6% 
of parents (3 parents) disagreed to this.  
 

Based on the majority of the parents being positive about this being taught in Year 4 and the fact that some of our 
children are already experiencing the onset of puberty in this year group, the Governors have decided we will teach 
about puberty to our children starting in Year 4. 
 
3. I am happy for the whole class to be taught about puberty together. 
18.2% strongly agreed, 54.5% agreed, 13.6% neither agreed nor disagreed, 9.1% disagreed (2 parents) and 4.5% (1 
parent) strongly disagreed. So overall, 72.7% of the responses were positive regarding children being taught as a whole 
class about puberty. 13.6% of parents (3 parents) disagreed or strongly disagreed to this.  
 

Based on the majority of the parents being positive about children being taught about puberty together, the Governors 
have decided we will teach about puberty as a whole class in Year 4, but we will introduce this gradually. 
 
Obviously, some parents may not feel comfortable with some of these decisions and for certain things parents can 
request for their child/ren to be removed from the class when these lessons are being taught. If this is the case, and 
you would like your child removed during a lesson taught please let myself (Mrs Ashley) or Mr Caffrey know. We will 
be happy to talk through any concerns you may still have. 
 

Guidance for parents and carers on online sexual harassment and keeping children safe online 
The Children’s Commissioner is today launching a guide for parents and carers on online sexual harassment and how 
they can support children to stay safe online. Please do click on the link and read the advice given 
 

https://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/talking-to-your-child-about-online-sexual-harassment-a-guide-for-parents?utm_source=16%20December%202021%20C19&utm_medium=Daily%20Email%20C19&utm_campaign=DfE%20C19
https://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/talking-to-your-child-about-online-sexual-harassment-a-guide-for-parents?utm_source=16%20December%202021%20C19&utm_medium=Daily%20Email%20C19&utm_campaign=DfE%20C19


This half-terms virtues are: Learned & Wise 
 

If you have any safeguarding concerns please contact one of the safeguarding team; 
Mrs Ashley, Mrs Pattinson, Mr Caffrey and Mrs West 

 

8 
sleeps until 
Christmas! 

Santa has been to St. Joseph’s! 
The children all enjoyed a virtual visit to the North Pole this morning where they had a zoom call with a cheeky 
elf! The elf has sent every child a present from Santa! We hope that you will enjoy sharing these with your children.  
 

Staying Safe Online:  
We know that children will be online more as we all stay in our homes more during the winter months. It is really 
important that we ensure our children are safe online too. Here are some resources which are particularly helpful.  
Please check out the parental control section which gives advice to help parents about how to put parental controls 
on any devices their children are using at home.  
  

NSPCC’s Net Aware provides simple guides for parents to the most popular social networks, app and games.  
https://www.net-aware.org.uk/  
  

Support for parents and carers to keep children safe online  
 Internet matters 
–  https://www.internetmatters.org/?gclid=EAIaIQobChMIktuA5LWK2wIVRYXVCh2afg2aEAAYASAAEgIJ5vD_BwE  
Net-aware – support for parents and carers from the NSPCC - https://www.net-aware.org.uk/  
Parent info - https://parentinfo.org/  
Thinkuknow – for advice from the National Crime Agency to stay safe online - https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/  
UK Safer Internet Centre - https://www.saferinternet.org.uk/advice-centre/parents-and-carers  
Childline – support for children 
- https://www.childline.org.uk/?utm_source=google&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=UK_GO_S_B_BND_Grant_
Childline_Information&utm_term=role_of_childline&gclsrc=aw.ds&&gclid=EAIaIQobChMIlfLRh-
ez6AIVRrDtCh1N9QR2EAAYASAAEgLc-vD_BwE&gclsrc=aw.ds  
UK Safer Internet Centre – reporting harmful content - https://reportharmfulcontent.com/  
CEOP – advice on making a report about online abuse - https://www.ceop.police.uk/safety-centre/ 
 

Snow! 
In the event of any heavy snow over the coming weeks or extreme weather which causes significant 
disruption, any school closures will be listed on local radio stations, as follows: Free Radio 96.4, Heart FM 
100.7 and Radio WM 95.6. If you do not hear our school name or any mention of ‘blanket closures’, then 
school is open!! We will also send a text message out so please ensure that you keep us up-to-date with 
any changes of contact numbers. Thank you! 

 

House Champions  
Well done to St Teresa of Kolkata who were our House point Champions this week.  
 

 
 
 
Congratulations to the following children who have shone in school over the last week; 
 

 
Reception  Damilola  Always being a super star in everything she does!  
Year 1   Eldana   Superb listening and work in RE  
Year 2    Year 2  Being a wonderful class  
Year 3   Yonqing  Always being kind, polite and helpful  
Year 4   Jannat   Independently writing an Advent Prayer  
Year 5   Reagan   Excellent work around WW2   
Year 6   Oduware  Making good progress in all subjects.   
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