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Dear Parents, Carers, Pupils, Staff and Parishioners, 
 
 

Prayer for the sick by Rumaitha Y5 
Dear Jesus, 
Please help those people who are sick and ill especially those people that have Covid-19. We pray for those who are 
looking after those people who are sick. We pray for everyone that you may be with them forever in their life and 
Jesus please give them love, care, bravery and strength at this difficult time. 
Amen. 

 

St Joseph’s Parish – change of Mass time 
Mass at St Joseph’s Church takes place every Sunday morning at 9.45am. Please do try to attend Mass as often as you 
can. 
 

The Sacraments of First Holy Communion and Reconciliation  
The Sacrament of Reconciliation (First Confession) will now happen before the Mass in school 
during the season of Lent on Thursday 24th March 2022 at 2.00pm 

The Sacrament of First Holy Communion will now take place on Sunday 12th June at 12.20pm 
 

Half-term Holiday 
We break up TODAY for our half-term holiday. We return to school on Monday 28th February at 8.55am.  

 

World Book Week – Dressing up day Friday 4th March  
The first week back after half-term (from 28th February – 4th March) is World Book week in school. 
On Friday 4th March, we will be having a ‘Dress Up as your Favourite Book Character’ for the 
children and staff, so start planning your fabulous costumes!! 

 

World Book Week – Sponsored Read  
You should also have received a letter this week with a sponsor form attached. Our sponsored read will take place 
during the week 28th Feb – 4th March and it would be wonderful if your child could collect as many sponsors as possible. 
The money raised will provide much-needed new books for school. All sponsor money should be collected and 
returned to school by 11th march. Many thanks for your support with this. 

 
 

This week’s news 
This week in one of the Year 6 Maths groups, they have been looking at capacity. Each group worked through a 
carousel of 6 different activities looking at: estimating and measuring, word problems, ordering, converting 
capacities and matching the capacity to the correct item for daily use. It looks like they had a very enjoyable 
morning. 

          
 



This half-terms virtues are: Curious and Active 
 

If you have any safeguarding concerns please contact one of the safeguarding team; 
Mrs Ashley, Mrs Pattinson, Mr Caffrey and Mrs West 

On Tuesday, Year 3 had a First Holy Communion Retreat Morning with some pupils from St John Wall Secondary 
School. They were reminded about the power of prayer and the sacraments. Thank you St John Wall, the children 
and staff had a great time!! 
 

       
 

On Wednesday, Year 1 got a letter from a robot. On Thursday they wrote back to him. 
 

       
        

Reception have been doing lots of different activities this week. They have painted the river for their class display, 
they have made 5 using play doh and ladybirds, they have matched long and short snakes, written CVC words 
independently and shown composition of 5 in Maths. Wow! What a busy week Reception have had!! 
 

          
 

School Term Dates 2021-2022: 
Inset Days      
TBC 
+ 2 MAC teacher days 
 
Bank Holidays 
Monday 02nd May 2022 
Friday 22nd July 2022 (Extra bank holiday given 
for Queen’s Jubilee) 

 
 

SEND – Birmingham Local Offer website 
Are you concerned that your child has Special Educational Needs or a disability? Would you like more information 
about the support available in Birmingham? The Birmingham Local Offer website has information, help and support 
for your family. Please visit www.localofferbirmingham.co.uk 
A link is also available on the SEN page of our school website  
 

Spring Term 2022 Summer Term 2022 

Tuesday 04th January 2022 - 
Friday 18th February 2022 

Monday 25th April 2022 - 
Friday 20th May 2022 

HALF TERM HALF TERM 

Monday 28th February 2022 - 
Thursday 14th April 2022 

Monday 06th June 2022 - 
Thursday 21st July 2022 

68 Days 54 Days 

http://www.localofferbirmingham.co.uk/


This half-terms virtues are: Curious and Active 
 

If you have any safeguarding concerns please contact one of the safeguarding team; 
Mrs Ashley, Mrs Pattinson, Mr Caffrey and Mrs West 

Attendance at School 
I would like to give you a quick reminder of our procedures regarding school attendance and the importance of making 
sure that your child is in school every day. As parents, and carers, it is a legal duty to ensure your child’s attendance at 
school. If your child is unwell and unable to attend school due to illness, it is important that you telephone school to 
let us know before 9.30am on the day that they are absent. You should do this for each day that they are off school to 
make sure that your child is marked correctly in the attendance register. Medical appointments should be made 
outside of school hours, and school should be notified in advance of any appointment your child may have in school 
time.  
 

Birmingham City Council currently operate a ‘FAST track’ attendance scheme, which picks up 
low absence rates of individual children. The expected school attendance rate for a child in 
Birmingham is 95%. Where a child’s attendance falls below this, their attendance is 
monitored. Please note that any covid-related absence (with appropriate proof) is not 
counted in official absence figures. Where a child is absent frequently due to reasons of 
illness, we can request proof of illness (ie a doctor’s note) and make referrals to the school 
nurse. If a child has more than ten days of unauthorised absences in a school year, you may 
be fined or even prosecuted by the city council.   
 

Attendance – FAST TRACK letter 
Today with your newsletter you will receive an individual, enveloped letter regarding 
attendance at school. This letter is from Birmingham City Council. Also included in the 
envelope is a print-out of your child’s current attendance at school. As mentioned above, we 
will be looking closely at attendance at school in the next half-term, and where necessary, 
contacting individual families to come into school.  
 

Please note that the attendance percentage given on the print-out does not include COVID 
related absences (marked as X or X02 on the sheet) where your child has either been awaiting 
a test result or isolating, and also where we have asked you to keep your child at home 
pending  test results. If your child has any such absences, these are in addition to the 
percentage given and you should bear in mind that your child’s actual attendance is lower 
than the figure given. 
 

Please also be aware that reasons such as holiday, travelling abroad (for any reason), weather 
(where school is open), birthdays, days out, illness of anyone other than the child themselves 
etc, are not valid reasons for absence from school and will be recorded as unauthorised 
absences. These are marked as G, N or O on your child’s attendance sheet. 20 or more 
sessions (10 school days) of unauthorised absence can trigger the beginning of the FAST track 
process and ultimately a fine for poor attendance.  
 
 

Covid Guidelines 
Covid levels remain high across the country and it is important to remember the procedures that we need to follow; 
 

 If your child is symptomatic, including a high temperature, new or continuous cough or has loss/change to 
sense of taste or smell, please ensure you book a PCR and call to report your child absent. LATERAL FLOW 
TESTS ARE NOT SUITABLE FOR THOSE PEOPLE WHO HAVE ANY SYMPTOMS 

 If your child has other illnesses including sore throat, cold, headache or upset stomach, please also consider 
taking them for a PCR or getting them to take a Lateral Flow Test as these are also now recognised symptoms, 
particularly with the new Omicron variant. 



This half-terms virtues are: Curious and Active 
 

If you have any safeguarding concerns please contact one of the safeguarding team; 
Mrs Ashley, Mrs Pattinson, Mr Caffrey and Mrs West 

 

Lateral Flow Tests are only used for people that have no symptoms of Covid or 
for monitoring a diagnosed Covid infection. If you or your child have ANY 
symptoms of Covid (including often vomiting and gastrointestinal symptoms for 
young children, temperature, cold like symptoms, headache, loss of smell or 
taste) you MUST have a PCR test that is booked through the government website 
- https://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test 
 

Lateral Flow tests will only pick up the later stages of Covid, when your viral load 
is especially high. A PCR test is much more sensitive and picks up very low levels 
of Covid in a person’s system. Therefore you could be infectious with Covid for 
many days before a LFT may show as positive. 

 
 

Support for parents and carers to keep children safe online  
 Here are some resources which are particularly helpful. Please check out the parental control section which gives 
advice to help parents about how to put parental controls on any devices their children are using at home.  
 

Internet matters 
–  https://www.internetmatters.org/?gclid=EAIaIQobChMIktuA5LWK2wIVRYXVCh2afg2aEAAYASAAEgIJ5vD_BwE  
NSPCC’s Net Aware provides simple guides for parents to the most popular social networks, app and games.  
https://www.net-aware.org.uk/  
Parent info - https://parentinfo.org/  
Thinkuknow – for advice from the National Crime Agency to stay safe online - https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/  
UK Safer Internet Centre - https://www.saferinternet.org.uk/advice-centre/parents-and-carers  
Childline – support for children 
- https://www.childline.org.uk/?utm_source=google&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=UK_GO_S_B_BND_Grant_
Childline_Information&utm_term=role_of_childline&gclsrc=aw.ds&&gclid=EAIaIQobChMIlfLRh-
ez6AIVRrDtCh1N9QR2EAAYASAAEgLc-vD_BwE&gclsrc=aw.ds  
UK Safer Internet Centre – reporting harmful content - https://reportharmfulcontent.com/  
CEOP – advice on making a report about online abuse - https://www.ceop.police.uk/safety-centre/ 
 
 

House Champions  
Well done to St Josephine Bakhita who were our House point Champions again this week!  
 
 
 

 
 
 
Congratulations to the following children who have shone in school over the last week; 
 

 
Reception  Abigail   Always being ready to listen and learn, well done!  
Year 1   Mikaeel  Having a wonderful attitude towards learning  
Year 2   Yostina   Doing extra times tables on ‘TimesTable Rockstars’  
Year 3   Esrom   Improved handwriting skills; well done!  
Year 4   Samuel   His brilliant and animated reading in class  
Year 5   Rumaitha   Excellent effort this week 
Year 6   All of Y6     Excellent behaviour and participation during our visit to the  

Islamic Exhibition Centre 😊   
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