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Dear Parents, Carers, Pupils, Staff and Parishioners, 
 
 
 

A Prayer for Holy Week 
Dear Lord, 
May I realise afresh today what Your death and resurrection mean for me. 
Forgiveness, freedom, and the ability to walk with You through this fallen world into eternity. 
May I always find my satisfaction in You and Your willingness to offer Yourself to me. 
In Jesus' Name, 
Amen 

 

Dates for your Diary 
Monday 25th April  Return to school      8.55am 
 

Monday 2nd May  School closed for May bank holiday    
 
Mon 9th – Fri 13th May Y6 SATs week  
 

Friday 20th May  School closes for TWO WEEKS half-term holiday 3.15pm 
Monday 6th June  Return to school     8.55am 
  

Sunday 12th June   First Holy Communions at St Joseph’s Church 12.20pm 
Monday 13th June  School closed for INSET day 

 

FROM AFTER EASTER OUR NEWSLETTER WILL BE SENT OUT BY EMAIL ONLY – PAPER 
COPIES WILL NO LONGER BE SENT HOME. IF YOU CURRENTLY DO NOT GET OUR 

NEWSLETTER BY EMAIL, PLEASE COME INTO SCHOOL AND CHECK YOUR ADDRESS AS 
SOON AS POSSIBLE. MANY THANKS! 

 

End of Term 
School finishes today for our one week Easter holiday. We return to school on Monday 25th 
April at 8.45am 
 

Holy Week Services 
These are times of the Holy Week services for St. Joseph’s and St. Vincent’s parish this year, led by Fr 
Solomon. 
 

Maundy Thursday  7.00pm  Mass of the Last Supper at St. Vincent’s Church.  
Good Friday   12.00pm  Good Friday Liturgy at St. Joseph’s Church 
   3.00pm  Good Friday Liturgy at St. Vincent’s Church 
Holy Saturday  7.30pm  The Easter Vigil at St. Vincent’s Church 
Easter Sunday  9.45am Easter Day Mass at St. Joseph’s Church 

 

St Joseph’s Parish  
Mass at St Joseph’s Church takes place every Sunday morning at 9.45am. Please do try to attend Mass as 
often as you can. 



This half-terms virtues are: Intentional & Prophetic 
 

If you have any safeguarding concerns please contact one of the safeguarding team; 
Mrs Ashley, Mrs Pattinson, Mr Caffrey and Mrs West 

School opening and closing times 
From Monday 6th June, we will be reverting to our old school day times. 
 
AM: All Classes - School gates opens from 08:45-08:55am 

If children arrive after 08:55am they will have to come through the school’s office and will be 
marked as late. 

 
PM:  Reception - Gate will open at 3:10pm 

Years 1 to 6 - Gate will open at 3:10pm and children will come out at 3:15pm. 
 
The school gates will close at 3:20pm and all children will need to be collected during the gate opening 
times by an adult. 
 

This week’s news 
This week, the whole school have been gathering together to revisit the events of Holy Week.  
 

On Monday Reception and KS1 
reminded us of Jesus’ triumphant entry 
into Jerusalem on Palm Sunday. The 
children made palms to wave, sang a 
song about and led us in a Palm Sunday 

procession around school. It was a joyous occasion! 
 
On Tuesday, Years 3 and 4 reminded us of the events that 
took place at the Last Supper. The children re-enacted the 
story, read out readings and sang relevant hymns. 
 

          
On Wednesday, Years 5 and 6 reminded us of the events of Jesus’ passion and death. They led us through 
the Stations of the Cross, by reading scripture, re-enacting some of the scenes and singing relevant hymns. 
This was a very sombre and moving occasion. 
 

Father Hudson’s Good Shepherd Appeal 
Thank you to everyone who returned their Good Shepherd appeal envelopes this week. We raised a total of 
£215 which is fabulous and will go towards funding the wonderful work that Father Hudson’s do in the 
community. 
 

Year 6 SATs Week 
Year Six SATS will take place during the week of 9th – 13th May. It is VERY IMPORTANT that your child is on 
school for the whole of this week, and also that they are in on time each day. To help with this, we will 
provide a free breakfast club for all Y6 children for the duration of the week. Research has shown that a 
good, healthy breakfast improves brain function and helps children to function better in their lessons! We 
will send out a letter to Y6 families regarding this after the Easter break. 
 

Easter Egg Raffle 
Thank you to all of the families who supported our Easter egg raffle so brilliantly. We raised a 
total of £268.60 which is amazing! Congratulations to all of the children who won an egg today.  
 



This half-terms virtues are: Intentional & Prophetic 
 

If you have any safeguarding concerns please contact one of the safeguarding team; 
Mrs Ashley, Mrs Pattinson, Mr Caffrey and Mrs West 

Holy Week/Easter 
Today is Holy or Maundy Thursday, which marks the second special day in Holy Week, the most important week in 
the Church year. Holy Week is the week leading up to Jesus’ death, and resurrection on Easter Day. There are five 
special days in Holy Week on which Christians go to church; Palm Sunday, Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, Holy 
Saturday and Easter Sunday. These days remember special events in the Easter story.  
 
Maundy Thursday is the day on which Jesus shared the Last Supper with his disciples. It 
was the Jewish feast of Passover, and Jesus broke bread and shared wine with the disciples. 
This is an important event for the church, as it was the first celebration of the Mass, where 
Jesus told the disciples (and us) ‘Do this in memory of me’.  Jesus told the disciples that 
when they did, the bread would become his body and the wine would become his blood; 
the sacrifice which he was going to make. Jesus also washed the disciples’ feet, to show 
them that he was the ‘servant of mankind’. If you go to Mass tonight, you will see Father 
Solomon washing the feet of people in the congregation to remember this act. Jesus went to the Garden of 
Gethsemane to pray on Holy Thursday, and it was here that Judas (one of the disciples) betrayed Jesus by bringing the 
soldiers to arrest him. At the Maundy Thursday Mass, the Eucharist (communion) is taken from the altar and taken to 
a side chapel. Everything is removed from the altar in preparation for Good Friday, which is a day of mourning in the 
church. People sometimes stay after the service to pray, as Jesus asked the disciples to pray with him in the garden. 
Mass is at 7.00pm in St. Vincent’s Church 
 
Good Friday was the day on which Jesus was crucified. Good Friday is a day of mourning in church, and traditionally, 
people choose to fast or not eat certain food and drink. This is where the tradition of ‘Hot Cross Buns’ came from, as 
people would eat these on Good Friday as a simple alternative to other foods, the cross on the bun representing the 

cross on which Jesus died. We do not have Mass on Good Friday, but we go to a solemn, 
simple service, which is traditionally held at 3.00pm. This is the time that Jesus is believed to 
have died. If you go to church on this day, you will see Father Solomon holding the cross for 
people to kiss. This is called ‘veneration’, which means to worship, and it is done as a symbol 
of adoration and honour for Jesus and what he did for us. On Good Friday, Jesus was 
questioned by the Jews after his arrest, who believed that Jesus was a troublemaker and a 
sinner, as he claimed to be the Son of God. They wanted Jesus to be punished, but were not 
allowed to do it themselves, so they handed him over to the Romans. Despite giving the 

crowd many opportunities to free Jesus, Pilate, who was the Governor of Rome, eventually gave in and sent Jesus to 
be flogged and crucified. The Gospels tell us that Jesus was mocked and given a purple robe to wear (the colour of 
Kings and royalty) and a crown of thorns. This is because they said that Jesus claimed to be the King of the Jews. Jesus 
carried his own cross to the place where he was crucified, known as ‘Golgotha’ or ‘the place of the skull’. After Jesus 
died and was taken from the cross, he was placed into the tomb. The Good Friday service takes place at 12.00pm in 
St. Joseph’s Church or 3.00pm in St. Vincent’s Church 
 
On Holy Saturday, we celebrate the ‘Easter Vigil’. This is the first Mass of Easter. The word vigil means to keep watch 
and wait, as we are awaiting the resurrection of Jesus, the light of the world. At the Easter Vigil 
Mass, Fr. Solomon lights a special fire. He blesses the fire and lights the new Paschal Candle from 
it.  The Paschal Candle represents Christ as the light of the world. It is lit every week throughout 
the season of Easter, up until Pentecost Sunday. It is also lit at special times throughout the year, 
such as funerals and baptisms. If you go to Mass on this day, you will also see the veils being 
removed from the statues and crucifixes in the church, and the Eucharist being brought back to 
the altar. You will also notice that we use the ‘Alleluia’ again, which you will remember that we 
buried at the beginning of Lent. This is a time of great joy and celebration; the most important 
day in the year of the church. The Easter Vigil Mass takes place at 7.30pm at St. Vincent’s 
Church.  
 
On Easter Sunday there will be a Mass at St. Joseph’s at 9.45am 
 
 



This half-terms virtues are: Intentional & Prophetic 
 

If you have any safeguarding concerns please contact one of the safeguarding team; 
Mrs Ashley, Mrs Pattinson, Mr Caffrey and Mrs West 

Parent Governor Vacancy 
We currently have a vacancy for a parent governor.  At St Joseph's, being a parent governor offers you an 
opportunity to make a real contribution to the life and work of your child's school.  Governors need not be experts 
in the field of education but what they do need is an enquiring mind and to be able to ask questions, read reports 
and interpret data.  In looking to fill this vacancy we are particularly interested to hear from a parent with skills 
and knowledge in management of buildings or health and safety, although please do not be put off if you do not 
have these skills. What is more important is enthusiasm, interest and the willingness to learn.  For further details, 
please come into the school office. 
 

School Term Dates 2021-2022: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Class Attendance 
After the holiday, we will be focusing on attendance. As part of this, the class each week that achieves the highest 
total class attendance will be rewarded with a ‘Friday treat’ on the following Friday. This will; be a surprise and 
may be different each week.  
 

Attendance – week ending 8th April 2022 
Well done to Year Two who achieved a brilliant 97% attendance for last week. The full attendance figures are as 
follows: 
 

Rec  93% Year One 89%  Year Two 97%   Year Three  91%  
Year Four 91%  Year Five 95%  Year Six 89% 
 

This gives a whole school attendance of 92%. 
   

House Champions  
Well done to St Josephine Bakhita who were our House point Champions this week!  
 

 

 
 

Congratulations to the following children who have shone in school over the last week; 
 

Reception  Adonay Super listening and answers in Maths.   
Year 1   Jin   Working hard in class phonics and trying his best in Maths.  
Year 2   Emanuele  Trying really hard with his RE during Holy Week.  
Year 3   Eldana B  Her excellent contributions during Holy Week  
Year 4   Neveah  Trying her best to improve her reading.  
Year 5   Inniyah  Excellent contribution this week.   

Year 6   Yobiel   Always having a positive attitude towards his work, especially Maths. 😊   
 

The staff and I would like to wish you all  

a very Happy and Holy Easter. 

Spring Term 2022 Summer Term 2022 

Tuesday 04th January 2022 - 
Friday 18th February 2022 

Monday 25th April 2022 - 
Friday 20th May 2022 

HALF TERM HALF TERM 

Monday 28th February 2022 - 
Thursday 14th April 2022 

Monday 06th June 2022 - 
Thursday 21st July 2022 

68 Days 54 Days 

+ 2 MAC teacher days 
 
Bank Holidays 
Monday 02nd May 2022 
Friday 22nd July 2022 (Extra bank 
holiday given for Queen’s Jubilee) 

 


