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Dear Parents, Carers, Pupils, Staff and Parishioners, 
 

Dear St Joseph, 
Help us to love and care, to be gentle and fair. 
Help us to work and play together, 
Help us to live and grow together, 
To be always glad to help each other, 
Happy in your loving care. Amen 
 
 

Dates for your Diary 
Mon 16th – Fri 20th May Y2 SATs week  
Thursday 19th May First Holy Communion meeting   3.15pm 
Friday 20th May  Platinum Jubilee day – red, white and blue non-uniform 

School closes for TWO WEEKS half-term holiday 3.15pm 
 

Monday 6th June  Return to school     8.55am 
  

Sunday 12th June   First Holy Communions at St Joseph’s Church 12.20pm 
Monday 13th June School closed for INSET day 

 

OUR NEWSLETTER IS NOW ONLY BEING SENT OUT BY EMAIL.  IF YOU DO NOT CURRENTLY RECEIVE OUR 
NEWSLETTER BY EMAIL, PLEASE COME INTO SCHOOL AND CHECK YOUR ADDRESS AS SOON AS POSSIBLE.  

 

St Joseph’s Parish  
Mass at St Joseph’s Church takes place every Sunday morning at 9.45am. Please do try to attend Mass as often as you can. 
 

The Sacrament of First Holy Communion: 
A First Holy Communion Parents’ Meeting has been arranged with Fr Solomon at 3.15pm on Thursday 19th May 
in school. This meeting is to think about the importance of the sacrament the children will be receiving for the 
first time and discuss arrangements for the day.  
 

On Sunday 22nd May at 9.45am, Fr Solomon would like to invite the communion children to attend Mass at St 
Joseph’s so that he can introduce them to the parish and the parishioners can pray for them at this special 
time. Please do try and attend this Mass. 
 

The Sacrament of First Holy Communion – Sunday 12th June 2022 at 12.20pm at St Joseph’s Church. 

 

St. Joseph’s Shrine 
You may have noticed over the past few weeks that we have slowly been 
adding a shrine to the area at the front of the school. This week we have 
moved our St. Joseph statue into his new home, and some of our Wellbeing 
Champions have been busy planting the area in front of the shrine today. We 
have added solar lights, and with a few more things to come, our shrine is 
almost finished! I’m sure you will agree that it is looking beautiful and a 
fabulous addition to our school. Many parents have already commented on 
how lovely it looks. If you would like to pop in through the main gates to have 
a look, please do! We are hoping to have an official ‘blessing’ ceremony at 
some point next term but will keep you up-to-date with this. 

 

Half-Term 
We will break up for our May half-term holiday (2 weeks) NEXT Friday 20th May at 3.15pm. The children return 
to school on Monday 6th June at 8.45am. 
 

 



This half-terms virtues are: Grateful & Generous 
 

If you have any safeguarding concerns please contact one of the safeguarding team; 
Mrs Ashley, Mrs Pattinson, Mr Caffrey and Mrs West 

Well done Y6! 
Well done to all of the children in Year Six, who have been working extremely hard and given their best to their assessments this 
week. I would like to thank parents for their support in ensuring that their children were in school on time every day this week - 
keep it up! 
 

Year 2 SATs Week – next week! 
Year Two SATS are taking place during NEXT week 16th – 20th May. It is VERY IMPORTANT that your child is at school for the 
whole of this week, and also that they are in on time each day. 
 

The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee – celebration day and wear 

red, white and blue – NEXT Friday 20th May 
NEXT Friday 20th May we will be having a celebration day in school to mark the Platinum Jubilee of Queen Elizabeth. This is a 
very special occasion in the UK as Queen Elizabeth has been the Queen for 70 years, and is the longest serving monarch ever in 
UK history. Lots of special events are taking place over the half-term holiday around the country and on the television to mark 
this, and there are going to be two bank holidays on Thursday 2nd and Friday 3rd June.  The government have also recently 
announced that every primary school child in the UK will be given a free specially produced book over the next few months to 
mark this very special occasion! 
 

To celebrate this in school, we will be having a Platinum Jubilee street party next Friday. The children will 
have lunch outside (weather permitting!) in ‘street-party’ style, with bunting, flags and music from the 
ages of Queen Elizabeth’s reign. This will have a ‘Union Jack’ or red, white and blue theme, and so on 
this day, the children should come to school dressed in red, white and blue. If they have any clothes 
with the union jack on, they can also wear these. There will be no charge for this. 

 
The picnic lunch will be a ‘British-themed’ lunch with a choice of fish and chips or 
Quorn nuggets and chips, followed by jelly and ice cream. If your child usually has sandwiches and 
would like to have a school dinner for this day, you can come into the office and book a meal for that 
day. The cost will be £2.50. You should order this by Monday 16th May. Any child who usually has 
dinner in school does not need to pay as they will be given the picnic lunch anyway.  

 

School Term Dates 2021-2022: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

School opening and closing times 
From Monday 6th June, we will be reverting to our old school day times. 
 

AM: All Classes - School gates opens from 08:45-08:55am 
If children arrive after 08:55am they will have to come through the school’s office and will be marked as late. 
 

PM:  Reception - Gate will open at 3:10pm 
Years 1 to 6 - Gate will open at 3:10pm and children will come out at 3:15pm. 

 
The school gates will close at 3:20pm and all children will need to be collected during the gate opening times by an adult. 

 

Online Application - Grammar School Entry September 2023 (current Y5 children) 
Applications are now open online for those children wishing to apply for Grammar School Entry in September 2023. In order to 
apply for a place at a Grammar School, your child must sit an exam. It is one test which covers all 8 Grammar Schools in 
Birmingham (For Boys: Bishop Vesey, King Edward VI Aston, King Edward VI Camp Hill, King Edward VI Five Ways and 
Handsworth Grammar. For Girls: King Edward VI Camp Hill, King Edward VI Five Ways, King Edward VI Handsworth and Sutton 
Coldfield Grammar). If you are interested in applying for your child to take the test, you must register online by 4pm on Friday 
30th June 2022. The test will take place on Saturday 17th September 2022. You can get more information and apply online at 
http://www.birminghamgrammarschools.org/apply-onlineapp.php 
 

Summer Term 2022 

Monday 25th April 2022 - 
Friday 20th May 2022 

HALF TERM 

Monday 06th June 2022 - 
Thursday 21st July 2022 

54 Days 

+ 2 MAC teacher days 
 
Bank Holidays 
Monday 02nd May 2022 
Friday 22nd July 2022 (Extra bank 
holiday given for Queen’s Jubilee) 

 

http://www.birminghamgrammarschools.org/apply-onlineapp.php


This half-terms virtues are: Grateful & Generous 
 

If you have any safeguarding concerns please contact one of the safeguarding team; 
Mrs Ashley, Mrs Pattinson, Mr Caffrey and Mrs West 

This week’s news 
Reception arrived to find lots of rubbish left in their classroom on Wednesday! 
They are learning how recycling lots of our rubbish can help save the planet and 

also keep lots of animals safe ♻️🌍 
   
 
Year 4 have been busy this week identifying whether materials are insulators or conductors. They were 
shocked about a few but they’ve all learnt a lot. 
 
 

Year 3 have been researching soil as part of their rocks unit in science. They had a great time investigating 
and exploring our school grounds. 

 
 
On Thursday, Year One had their Geography lesson outside and drew maps of the 
Prayer Garden. 

 

 

Mental Health and Wellbeing 
This academic year we have been focusing on children’s mental health and wellbeing. Last half term, Mrs Pattinson and I invited 
children in Years 4 and 5 to apply for a new role we are starting up this term, that of Wellbeing Champions. Many of our children 
in these two classes applied, showing they have a good understanding of what staying mentally healthy means and what we can 
do to maintain a healthy mind. The children have now been chosen to be part of that group and received their badges today. Their 
role in school, going forwards is to act as wellbeing champions for the rest of the school and look at ways we can support and 
encourage wellbeing in our school.  
 
Congratulations to our Wellbeing Champions, who are: 
Y5 - Idris, Isahak, Jasper, WeiMan, Inniyah, Betty D and Rumatha  
Y4 – Victoria, Zianne, Mhurit, Yodit and Dylan 
 
Due to the number of children who wanted to be a Wellbeing Champion, we have since created another new role in school and 
this is ‘Games Buddies’. These children will be chosen to support Mrs Pattinson and myself in helping children at lunchtime in our 
new ‘Board Games Club’. They also will be receiving special badges showing they have chosen to support their peers to stay 
mentally healthy. 
 
Next half term, we are intending to dedicate a page on our School’s website to Mental Health and Wellbeing. We are hoping it 
will be helpful for parents and carers, so you can find different places that offer support for your children and yourselves. Watch 
this space. 
 

Mental Health and Wellbeing Websites: 
https://www.youngminds.org.uk/ 
 

https://www.nhs.uk/every-mind-matters/supporting-others/childrens-mental-health/ 
 

https://www.nhs.uk/nhs-services/mental-health-services/mental-health-services-for-young-people/children-young-people-
mental-health-services-cypmhs-parents-carers-information/ 
 

https://www.childrenssociety.org.uk/information/young-people/well-being/resources 
 

https://www.camhs-resources.co.uk/websites 

 

Pastoral Team 
In school we have a team of safeguarding DSLs, Wellbeing staff and we also have a Pastoral Team. Our Pastoral Team is made up 
of myself (Mrs Ashley), Mr Caffrey, Mrs Pattinson, Mrs West, Mrs Koumi and Miss Crane. Two weeks ago we had a new member 
join this team, her name is Miss Steward. Over the coming weeks she will be supporting Mrs Pattinson in helping children with 
any issues they may have in school. 
 
 
 
 

https://www.youngminds.org.uk/
https://www.nhs.uk/every-mind-matters/supporting-others/childrens-mental-health/
https://www.nhs.uk/nhs-services/mental-health-services/mental-health-services-for-young-people/children-young-people-mental-health-services-cypmhs-parents-carers-information/
https://www.nhs.uk/nhs-services/mental-health-services/mental-health-services-for-young-people/children-young-people-mental-health-services-cypmhs-parents-carers-information/
https://www.childrenssociety.org.uk/information/young-people/well-being/resources
https://www.camhs-resources.co.uk/websites


This half-terms virtues are: Grateful & Generous 
 

If you have any safeguarding concerns please contact one of the safeguarding team; 
Mrs Ashley, Mrs Pattinson, Mr Caffrey and Mrs West 

Parent Governor Vacancy 
We currently have a vacancy for a parent governor.  At St Joseph's, being a parent governor offers you an opportunity to make a 
real contribution to the life and work of your child's school.  In looking to fill this vacancy we are particularly interested to hear 
from a parent with skills and knowledge in management of buildings or health and safety, although please do not be put off if you 
do not have these skills. What is more important is enthusiasm, interest and the willingness to learn. For further details, please 
come into the school office. 
 

Lunchtime Board Games Club   
For the last 2 weeks we have been running a lunchtime board game club, run by Mrs Pattinson and Miss Steward (our new member 
of the Pastoral Team). From Monday to Thursday, KS2 children from one of our house groups are allowed to come into the hall 
and play games with other children from their house team and members of staff. 
 

Monday -  St. John Henry Newman   Tuesday - St. John Paul  Wednesday -  St. Maximilian Kolbe  
Thursday - St. Josephine Bakhita 
 

On a Friday, the class who had the best attendance the week before are allowed to come in for an extra session and they also 
receive a special treat.  
 

Class Attendance – weekly attendance treats 
As you know, it is very important that children attend school every day, both for their wellbeing and academic achievement and 
also to encourage good habits of their future working life. This term we are focusing on attendance. 
 

Congratulations to Year 6 who once again enjoyed their treat today after achieving the highest total class 
attendance for last week. Every week, the class with the highest attendance will be rewarded with a 

‘Friday treat’ on the following Friday. This will be a surprise and may be different each week. They will 
also get a day during the week to attend our lunchtime ‘Board Games’ club.   

 

Attendance – week ending 13th May 2022 
Well done to Year Five and Year Six who had the best attendance this week with 100% and will get the weekly 
treat next Friday!! The full attendance figures are as follows: 
 

Rec  90% Year One 96%  Year Two 99%   Year Three  98%  
Year Four 98%  Year Five 100%  Year Six  100% 
 

This gives a whole school attendance of 97%. 
 
 

     

House Champions  
Well done to St John Henry Newman who were our House point Champions this week!  
 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 

Congratulations to the following children who have shone in school over the last week; 
 
Reception  Salem   Always being a brilliant member of Reception class!  
Year 1   Leonardo  Working hard in Phonics and making super progress.  
Year 2   Suren   A big improvement in his behaviour for learning, especially with Fractions  
Year 3   Etteyen   Knowing the hours on the clock and for always trying his best.  
Year 4   Meron   Always being polite and making the right choices  
Year 5   Makda   Always being extremely helpful and always eager to learn.   
Year 6   All of Year 6  Working very hard all during SATs week. Never losing their sense of determination to achieve  

their best! We are proud of you all 😊   

 


